SCA Bible Study: History

 Lesson #1

Lesson 1: Pentateuch: Life of Joshua: conquering Canaan

Bible Reference: Joshua 1-12

I. Preface
The book of Joshua picks up directly after Deuteronomy.  It focuses on Joshua leading the Israelites in reaching and conquering the land of Canaan.  His life was inundated by grace.  Out of all the multitude of the Israelites, God chose him to lead because he had something special; the right spirit.  What Moses began, Joshua finished.  In these chapters, Israel gains the entirety of the Promised Land, just as God promised.

II. Application

Gaining What Is Ours

· The land of Canaan was promised to the Israelites and in these chapters, they take possession of it.  God also promises us an inheritance in the New Testament (Matt. 25:34).

1. What is promised to us?  How do we gain it?

2. What does crossing the Jordan represent?

3. Does a sacrifice always need to be made in order to gain His treasure? (in reference to Moses not being able to enter Canaan for the sake of the Israelites, Deu 3:26)

4. God desires a holy nation that is willing to give up everything and pursue him.  How do we ‘count the cost’?


Strength and Courage

· The Lord told Joshua to be strong and courageous many times in the section.  We are also told to be strong in the Epistles (1 Cor. 16:13).

1. How many times was Joshua told to ‘be strong and courageous’ in these chapters?

2. 
God tells us to be strong and courageous yet we know our flesh is weak and wimpy.  How can we be strong and courageous?

3. Do you have any methods of being strengthened in times of trouble?


Defeating the Inhabitants

· The land of Canaan was not uninhabited.  Instead, it was a land filled with strong and powerful nations that made the spies sent by Moses tremble.  The Israelites enemies were the nations in Canaan.  Who is our enemy?

1. Were the Israelites entirely successful in their elimination of their enemies?  Are we?

2. Joshua didn’t seem to show any fear, even when he was young as a spy.  What made him different?

3. How can we have the same fighting spirit as Joshua?


Obedience

· The Israelites obeyed the Lord for the majority of the battles and were granted success.  The Lord asked for complete obedience and Israel promised it.  We too are asked to obey

1. When in these chapters did Israel disobey?  What happened?

2. Is it easy to obey?  How can we obey?

3. When the Lord asks for our all, are we willing?  Are you holding on to one last thing, one last dream?

III. Outline 
Lord Speaks to Joshua (Joshua 1)

· The Lord calls Joshua to take Moses’ place (Joshua 1:1-2)

· Lord commands Joshua and encourages him (Joshua 1:3-9)

· Joshua speaks to the Israelites to prepare them.  They respond jubilantly (Joshua 1:10 -18)

Rahab (Joshua 2)
· Spies are sent to view the land and meet Rahab.  (Joshua 2:1)

· Rahab helps them escape and is promised mercy.  She also tells them of how much the nations fear them. (Joshua 2:2-24)

Crossing the Jordan (Joshua 3-5:12)

· People are sanctified before entering Canaan and are told to follow the ark of the covenant (Joshua 3:1-6)

· Ark of the covenant stops the water to allow Israel a safe passage (Joshua 3: 7-17)

· Lord instructs and exalts Joshua.  Stones are taken from the bottom of the Jordan by the feet of the priest who are holding the ark.  With these stones, the Israelites build a memorial to the Lord. (Joshua 4)

· After crossing, Israelites are circumcised for many of the new generation Israelites had not been circumcised.  (Joshua 5:1-9)

· Passover is kept and Israelites eat of the fruit of Canaan.  The manna then ceases.  (Joshua 5:10-12)

Jericho (Joshua 5:13-6)

· God instructs Joshua on how to take Jericho by marching around the wall.  Crazy.  (Joshua 5:13-6:5)

· Joshua instructs Israelite how to defeat Jericho by marching around the wall and waiting to shout until ordered.  (Joshua 6:6-10)

· Joshua and the Israelites execute the plan by marching around the wall and shouting on the last day.  Even more crazy.  And it works!  The walls crumble.  Rahab is allowed to escape.  (Joshua 6:11-25)

· Jericho is cursed.  It remains cursed even till the time of Jesus (Joshua 6:26-27)

Israelites Failure (Joshua 7)

· One of the Israelites takes some of the devoted things of Jericho.  The Lord leaves the Israelites and they are brought failure.  (Joshua 7:1-5)

· Joshua and the elders come before the Lord to beg for His will.  He answers and tells them why He left.  (Joshua 7:6-12)

· The culprit is found! (Joshua 7:13-18)

· Achan, the son of Carmi of Judah, and his family are punished.  (Joshua 7:19-26)

Success Again (Joshua 8)

· Ai was taken according to the Lord’s tactics, which is surprisingly ingenious.  (Joshua 8:1-22)

· The king of Ai is hung on a tree.  The Israelites completely destroy everything.  (Joshua 8:23-29)

· An altar is built for the Lord just as Moses instructed.  All of Moses’ words, both blessings and curses and commandments, are read to a willing Israel (Joshua 8: 30-35)

Gibeon’s Trickery (Joshua 9)

· Gibeon sends out diplomats disguised as poor people to appease and beg for mercy from Israel (Joshua 9:1-13)

· Israel accepts without guidance from the Lord and discovers that they have been duped.  (Joshua 9:14-20)

· Joshua regards the Gibeon and subjugates them under the Israelites.  (Joshua 9:21-27)

Conquest of the Rest of the Land (Joshua 10-11)

· Huge army gathered to destroy Gibeon.  Joshua saves them and defeats them mightily with the Lord’s help (Joshua 10:1-11)

· Sun stands still (Joshua 10:12-15)

· Five kings are captured and hung.  Everyone was smitten.  (Joshua 10:16-28)

· Libnah, Lachish, Gezer, Eglon, Hebron, and Debir are all defeated by Joshua by the will of God.  Every person was eliminated just as Israel was commanded by the Lord.  The army then returns to Gilgal (Joshua 10:29-43)

· Another humongous army is gathered to defeat Israel.  By the guidance of the Lord, Joshua and the Israelites utterly destroyed them.  (Joshua 11:1-14)

· Joshua completes the work of Moses.  The rest of Canaan is taken.  The land rests from war.  Praise the Lord!  (Joshua 11:15-23)

Butcher’s Bill (Joshua 12)

· All 31 kings that the Israelites defeated in Canaan are recounted.  (Joshua 12)

�Verse 1:6, 7, 9, 18 & 10:25


�2 Tim 2:1 – be strong in through faith in the Lord
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