SCA Bible Study: History

 Lesson #2

Lesson 2: History: Division of the Land
Bible Reference: Joshua 13-24
I. Preface  

Last week we saw how the Lord provided for the Israelites as they entered into the land of Canaan under the command of Joshua. The Lord’s hand was upon the Israelites from Jericho to Tirzah. Now, after the wars have been fought and the blood has been shed, it is time to portion the land to the twelve tribes of Israel according to God’s will. During the division of the land, we again see that His word never fails and that His promises are always fulfilled. As the Israelites settle in the Promised Land, Joshua reminds them to “cling to the Lord your God, as you have done to this day.” (Joshua 23:8) and to “keep and do all that is written in the book of the law of Moses…” (Joshua 23:6).
II. Application  

Our Steadfast, Faithful God
· Throughout these chapters we can see how God has been faithful. From providing for Caleb just as Moses had promised, to preparing cities for the Levites, our God is able to provide for His children to the fullest. These chapters show a fulfillment of the Lord’s promise to give the Israelites the land of Canaan (Joshua 13-24). In our lives, we need to holdfast in faith that the Lord will provide and will fulfill that which He has promised us.

1. Other than giving the Promised Land to the Israelites, what other promises did God fulfill for His people in the book of Joshua?
2. Why couldn’t the Israelites just settle wherever they pleased? Why did God assign them areas/territories? 

3. Think about your future. Where do you want to be in 1 year, 5 years, and 10 years? How much does God figure into your plans? Is He the determining factor?

No Compromise
· The half-tribe of Manasseh allows the Canaanites to live among them as forced laborers. Against the command of God, the half-tribe of Manasseh allowed the Canaanites to remain to serve their own desires (Joshua 17:12-13). (Matthew 19:16-26). We should never compromise the Lord’s will to convenience our own lives.  

1. Why did the half-tribe of Manasseh allow the Canaanites to remain?
2. Why did God require that all of the Canaanites be driven out from Canaan?
3. Is there any aspect in your life where you compromise with the Lord for your own comfort? Do you disregard the Holy Spirit’s prompting in fear of losing face among your coworkers or classmates? The Lord has the ability to conquer our own limitations. 
Separation from the World

· Joshua addresses the Israelites and exhorts them to remain separated from the world. Then he gathers the leaders of Israel together, telling them to “fear the Lord and serve Him in sincerity and truth (Joshua 24:14)” and put aside the gods of their past (Joshua 23, Joshua 24:14-28). We must remain separated from the world. Only then will we be able to serve the Lord wholeheartedly in sincerity and truth.

1. How many times do the Israelites promise to serve the Lord? Do they keep their promise?

2. In Joshua 24:19, it states that God “will not forgive your transgression or your sins.” We know that now under the covering of Jesus’ blood, we are forgiven. Does this verse no longer apply to us?

3. It always easy to say that we are wholeheartedly willing to serve and be separated for the Lord. How will you become a doer of His word this week? Think of one thing you can put into practice and do as a service for the Lord or as a testimony of separation this coming week.

III. Outline

The Inheritance outside the Land of Canaan. (Joshua 13)

· Canaan was divided among the tribes of Israel, all except the Reubenites and Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh. They requested and received their inheritance which Moses gave them beyond the Jordan to the east. (Joshua 13)
The Division of the Land of Canaan (Joshua 14-20)

· Caleb requests the land which Moses had promised him. Joshua blesses Caleb and gives him the land of Hebron because Caleb followed the Lord God of Israel. (Joshua 14:6-15)
· The tribe of Judah receives their inheritance (Joshua 15).
· The tribe of Ephraim receives their inheritance (Joshua 16).
· The half-tribe of Manasseh receives their inheritance (Joshua 17). However, the Canaanites are not entirely driven out of the land and instead remained as forced laborers (Joshua 17:7-13).
· The tribe of Benjamin receives their inheritance (Joshua 18:11-28).

· The tribe of Simeon receives their inheritance (Joshua 19:1-9).

· The tribe of Zebulun receives their inheritance (Joshua 19:10-16).

· The tribe of Issachar receives their inheritance (Joshua 19:17-23).

· The tribe of Asher receives their inheritance (Joshua 19:24-31).

· The tribe of Naphtali receives their inheritance (Joshua 19:32-39).

· The tribe of Dan receives their inheritance (Joshua 19:40-51).
· Six cities of refuge are designated. If any man unintentionally kills another, he can flee to a city of refuge (Joshua 20).
Cities for the Levites (Joshua 21)

· The Levites waited till the other tribes were provided for, before they made their request to Joshua as the Lord commanded them (Joshua 21:2). In all, forty-eight cities are designated to the Levites in the land of Canaan. Every tribe had its share of Levites' cities. (Joshua 21)
The Offensive Altar (Joshua 22)

· Joshua blesses and sends the Reubenites, Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh back beyond the Jordan because they did what they had promised and did not forsake their brothers (Joshua 22:1-9). At the Jordan, the Reubenites, Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh build a large altar and the other tribes take offense, thinking that its purpose was to rival the altar at Shiloh (Joshua 22:10-20). The Reubenites respond that the altar was built as a remembrance for future generations and as a witness between the tribes. Upon hearing this, the other tribes of Israel are satisfied (Joshua 22:21-34).

The Farewell and Death of Joshua (Joshua 23-24) 

· Joshua exhorts the Israelites before his death and reminds them to keep the law of Moses and “…not turn aside from it to the right hand or to the left.” (Joshua 23:6). He then proceeds to warn the people of the evils of idolatry (Joshua 23:11-16).

· Joshua gathers together all the judges and heads of the tribes of Israel to renew the covenant between the people and God (Joshua 24:1-28). After sending them all home, Joshua passes away at the age of 110 and is buried (Joshua 24:29-33).
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