SCA Bible Study: History

 Lesson #3

Lesson 3: History: The Time of the Judges.

Bible Reference: Judges 1-12

I. Preface  

This book is called Judges because of the characteristics of the time. During this period, after the death of Joshua and before the ascension of Saul, God raised up judges in the nation of Israel to deliver them from the oppressions they had from their enemies both within and without. This book of Judges is one of the saddest books in the Bible because it tells of the apostasy (the abandonment of one’s religion) and rebellion found in God’s people. Because of their rebellion and apostasy, the wrath of God was upon His people and He allowed their enemies to oppress them. (Kaung, God Has Spoken In…).

II. Application  

Incomplete Conquering

· From the onset of Judges we can see that the Israelites lacked complete and utter obedience when they didn’t drive out all the inhabitants of Canaan and instead kept some as forced labor (Judges 1:27-36). The Lord no longer asks for us to conquer physical land, He asks for all of our heart (Deuteronomy 6:5). Our complete obedience is shown when we allow the Lord to completely conquer our hearts and remove all of its previous inhabitants. 

1. What prevented the Israelites from driving out all of the inhabitants of Canaan? Hint: Was it external or internal or both?

2. Does anything prevent us from giving ourselves entirely to the Lord? If yes, then what? Be specific.

Déjà Vu 

· In these 12 chapters it seems like the Israelites are constantly in this never-ending cycle of doing evil in the sight of the Lord, crying out to the Lord, and then receiving deliverance (Judges 1-12). In the New Testament, Paul says “…the good that I want to do, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want.” (Romans 7:19). Our flesh needs to continually be put down by the power of His salvation so that we may flee from the law of sin and abide in Christ.

1. How many times did the Israelites do evil in the sight of the Lord in these 12 chapters? How many times did the Lord respond to their cries? 

2. Why does the Lord allow the Israelites to continue falling into captivity if He will just save them again later?

3. Oftentimes in our lives we find ourselves in the same cycle, where the Lord needs to repeatedly teach us the same lesson over and over again. What did the Israelites do that was evil in the sight of the Lord? Do we do the same? How do we prevent this from happening in our walk with the Lord? 

Show Me a Sign

· Gideon wasn’t a man of great faith. In fact, he questioned the Lord repeatedly, even claiming, “the Lord has abandoned us…” (Judges 6:13). But the Lord told him “surely I will be with you…” (Judges 6:16). Gideon then proceeded to ask for signs from the Lord for confirmation (Judges 6:17, 36-37). 

1. After questioning the angel of the Lord and receiving confirmation, Gideon ______________________________________ (Judges 6:27).

2. Are there examples in the New Testament where the Lord has provided signs to strengthen His people? When we are in doubt, do we ask for signs from the Lord for confirmation? Why or why not?

3. Are there situations where the Lord has shown you a sign to confirm His will or His calling in your life? Did you do as the Lord told you? Please share (!

Looking Deeper: The Time of the Judges

· During the time of the judges, there was no king and everyone did as they saw fit. There was no one for the Israelites to hold fast to and look to for direction and unity. Praise the Lord; now we have a King, we have a Head, which is Christ. Unfortunately, people look to themselves as their own King. 

1. How do we remain unified as one body so that Satan cannot destroy us?

2. What does it mean to be focused on Christ our Head? How do we accomplish it?

3. What are some ways we can encourage our brothers and sisters to remain focused on Christ?

III. Outline

Israel’s Idolatry (Judges 1-3)

· The Israelites capture Jerusalem as well as other major cities in Canaan, but there are places that aren’t conquered. As we read in Joshua last week, the half-tribe of Manasseh didn’t completely drive out the Canaanites. Here, we read that the tribes of Ephraim, Zebulum, Asher, and Naphtali also allowed the Canaanites to remain as forced laborers (Judges 1).

· Israel is rebuked by an angel of the Lord for making a covenant with the people of Canaan (Judges 2:1-5). Joshua passes away (Judges 2:6-10) and “then the sons of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord and served the Baals…” (Judges 2:11-23).

· Their idolatry angers the Lord so he allows the Israelites to be sold into the hands of the King of Mesopotamia for eight years (Judges 3:1-8). The Israelites then cry out to the Lord and He raises up Caleb’s younger brother, Othniel (the first judge) to deliver them. Again the Israelites fall and cry out to the Lord, again the Lord delivers

The Story of Deborah and Barak (Judges 4-5)

· The land has rest for 80 years but the Israelites revolt against the Lord again and the Lord allows them to be oppressed by Jabin, king of Canaan. After 20 years of oppression, Deborah the prophetess, by instruction from God, calls on Barak to raise an army to defeat General Sisera’s army. (Judges 4).

· After the Israelites’ victory, Deborah and Barak sing a really, really long song. Then there is 40 years of rest in the land. (Judges 5).

The Story of Gideon (Judges 6-8)

· Again the Israelites did evil in the sight of the Lord and fall into the hands of the Midianites for 7 years. The Lord again hears the cries of the Israelites and sends an angel of the Lord to visit Gideon. Gideon destroys Baal’s altar and God reveals signs to encourage Gideon (Judges 6).

· God asks Gideon to reduce his army using interesting methods. 300 chosen men remain and go on to fight the Midianites (Judges 7).

· Gideon and his men go on to destroy the armies and kings of Midian. After refusing the Israelites’ request to rule over them (Judges 8:23), Gideon passes away, but not before he made an ephod of gold that became as an idol to all of Israel. Upon Gideon’s death, 40 years of peace transpire (Judges 8).

The Story of Abimelech (Judges 9)

· Abimelech, Gideon’s son, kills all seventy of his brothers—all except Jotham, the youngest sibling, who went into hiding. Then Abimelech is made king (Judges 9:1-6). 

· Jotham rebukes the Shechemites for helping Abimelech kill all of Gideon’s sons (Judges 9:7-21).

· Abimelech rules over Israel for 3 years until God sends an evil spirit between Abimelech and the Shechemites. They fight one another and Abimelech and Shechem are both slain (Judges 9:22-57).

The Story of Jephthah (Judges 10-12)

· Tola and Jair judge over Israel for 45 years. Then again the sons of Israel do evil in the sight of the Lord. They are oppressed by the Philistines and Ammonites so again they cry out to the Lord (Judges 10).

· Jephthah, a mighty warrior and an illegitimate son of Gilead, is summoned by the elders to lead the Israelites against the Ammonites. Jephthah fails to make peace with the king of Ammon so he makes a vow to the Lord “that whatever comes out of the doors of my house to meet me when I return…shall be the Lord’s, and I will offer it up as a burnt offering.” (Judges 11:31). Alas, Jephthah’s only child, his daughter, is the first that meets him upon his return so Jephthah did according to the vow he made to the Lord (Judges 11).

· The Ephraimites quarrel with Jephthah and are destroyed for their lack of pronunciation skills (Judges 12:5-6). Jephthah judges Israel for 6 years then passes away. Ibzan judges Israel for 7 years then passes away. Elon judges Israel for 10 years then passes away. Abdon judges Israel for 8 years then passes away (Judges 12).
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