SCA Bible Study: History

 Lesson #4

Lesson 4: Samson and overall condition

Bible Reference: Judges 13-21

I. Preface 
Judges 13-17


Once again, the Israelites sin against the Lord.  In return, the Lord subjects them to the oppression of the Philistines for forty years.  However, He also gives to them Samson, who is ordained to deliver the Israelites from the hands of the Philistines.  The Lord blesses Samson with incredible strength; it is with this strength that Samson collapses the house of the Philistines.

Judges 18-21


The latter half of Judges describes the sins of the Israelites.  Following Micah’s example, the Danites adopt the act of worshipping idols.  The men of Gibeah commit a most despicable sin that ignites a war between themselves (and the sons of Benjamin), and the tribes of Israel.  The Lord helps the Israelites defeat the sons of Benjamin.
II. Application  

Trust

Trusting in God means to give yourself completely to Him.  Giving yourself completely to Him means to obey Him.

a. Compare and contrast Manoah’s trust in the Lord and his wife’s.  Define the kind of trust that each person experienced.

b. Who/what did Micah and the Danites place their trust in?  

Serve with humility

God gives us the strength and the ability to serve His purpose.  This may require us first being broken and weak so that we can learn to depend on His strength and power.

a. What purpose did God have for Samson’s life?  How does Samson typify Christ?

b. How was Samson humbled?

Fight for righteousness

Eleven tribes of Israel fought huge battles against the tribe of Benjamin to seek vengeance for the death of one concubine.  Even the smallest dribble can result in a huge stain on our shirts.  However, we cannot lay any claim to our own righteousness.  We try to do what is right in our own eyes, but this is not always in agreement with what is right in God’s eyes.

a. What was the sin that the sons of Gibeah committed?

b. Have you ever fought for righteousness?

III. Outline  
Chapter 13: Philistines Oppress Again

· Because of their evil ways, the Israelites find themselves under the subjugation of the Philistines.  (v.1)

· An angel of the Lord appears to Manoah (a Danite) and his barren wife; Samson is born.  (v.2-25)

· Key verse: Judges 13:5

Chapter 14: Samson’s Marriage
· Samson takes a daughter of the Philistines as his wife.  (v.1-7)

· His wife betrays him by revealing the answer to his riddle, and her father gives her away to Samson’s friend.  (v.8-20)

Chapter 15: Samson Burns Philistine Crops

· Out of anger, Samson burns the Philistines’ crops.  (v.1-5)

· The Philistines respond by killing his wife and her father.  Samson seeks vengeance by killing a thousand men with the jawbone of a donkey. (v.6-20)

Chapter 16: Samson’s Weakness
· Delilah, a harlot whom Samson falls in love with, implores Samson to tell her the secret to his strength.  She finally succeeds in finding out his weakness, and betrays him to the lords of the Philistines.  (v.1-20)

· The lords of the Philistines make a prisoner out of Samson; they gouge out his eyes and bind him in chains.  (v.21-24)

· In his weakness, Samson cries out to God to restore his strength.  Bracing two pillars in the house of the Philistines, he forces the house to collapse, thus killing the people within.  (v.25-31)

· Key Verse: Judges 16:28

Chapter 17: Micah’s Idolatry
· Micah, a man of Ephraim, builds idols for his home.  (v.1-6)

· To seek the Lord’s approval, he employs a Levite to serve as a priest in his house.  (v.7-13)

· Key Verse: Judges 17:6

Chapter 18: Danites Seek Territory
· The Danites seek for an inheritance to live in, and spy out the country of Laish.  Six hundred armed Danites besiege Micah’s house, and take away with them the Levite and the household idols.  (v.1-26)

· They overtake the people of Laish and build a city.  (v.27-31)

Chapter 19: A Levite’s Concubine Degraded
· A Levite went to Beth-lehem-judah to recover his unfaithful concubine.  On their way back home, they stay with a hospitable host in Gibeah.  However, the sons of Belial (the ungovernable) come to seek relations with the Levite – and so the host tries to satisfy their lusts by giving them the Levite’s concubine instead.  (v.1-24)

· The concubine is abused unto her death.  As there is no king, the Levite needs to appeal to the people of Israel for justice.  He accomplishes this by cutting the body of the concubine into twelve pieces and distributing a piece for each tribe.  (v.25-30)

· Key Verse: Judges 19:23

Chapter 20: Resolve to Punish the Guilty
· The tribes resolve to avenge this heinous crime (1-12), but the Benjamites come to the defense of the men of Gibeah (13-14).  The Israelites battle the Benjamites and lose the first and second rounds, but after humbling themselves before God, they are able to extinguish all but 600 Benjamites.  (15-48)

· Key Verse: Judges 20:28

Chapter 21: Mourning Lost Tribe
· The Israelites lament over the ruins of the tribe of Benjamin (1-6).  They swear by the Lord not to give their daughters to the tribe of Benjamin in marriage.  Instead, the Benjamites are given the virgins of Jabesh-gilead and the daughters of Shiloh. (7-23)

· Key Verse: Judges 21:3
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