SCA Bible Study: History

 Lesson #6

Lesson 6: History: Life of Samuel: the last judge and the first prophet

Bible Reference: I Samuel 1-8, 12

I. Preface
The first book of Samuel is a time of transition from Judgeship to Kingship. God needed someone to facilitate this transition and that was Samuel. Samuel was born a Nazarite, wholly devoted to serve God. He was brought up in a bad environment (how was his environment bad?), but Samuel was faithful to the Lord. Because of this, the Lord revealed himself to Samuel. God used Samuel to anoint first Saul, then later David, to bring about the time of Kings. In addition to being a judge to the people, God also spoke through Samuel. So Samuel is considered the first of the prophets (Acts 3).

II. Application
Samuel’s Early Years

Samuel was under the Nazarite vow from birth. Being under that vow means there are many things you can or can’t do. Samuel served the Lord under the direction of Eli and probably Eli sons. Eli’s sons were very wicked. Samuel could easily been influenced by them and himself turned out as bad as them. I can imagine that it was difficult for Samuel to be holy to the Lord while being around Eli’s sons. What an encouragement it is to us that Samuel even though he was young can keep himself holy and pure onto God.

Q:
What are the requirements of being a Nazarite? (See Num 6:1-21) What does it mean to be under a Nazarite vow?

Q:
Have you ever been tempted or influenced? What happened and how was it resolved? What can we do when we are being influenced or tempted?

Who Do We Honor?

God’s judgment on Eli because of his sons was harsh, but Eli didn’t give God any choice because he honored his sons more then he honored God. While this story involved family members, this can also apply to anything in our life that we value more then God. This is a reminder to us that we need to put God first in our lives.

Q:
What did Eli’s sons do that was so displeasing to the Lord? How were their acts displeasing to God? What laws did they break? (See Lev. 7)?

Q:
Do you have anything in your life that you honor more then God? Give examples. How can we put God first?

Do We Hear?

In I Sam 3:1, we find that the word of the Lord is rare. What a sad condition it is, for God likes to talk to us and He wants to talk to us. But it is up to us to listen and hear what He has to say to us. Unless we have the right spiritual condition then God cannot speak to us. Samuel had that right kind of condition and so God called out to Samuel.

Q:
What was Samuel’s condition before God first called him? What was Samuel’s condition after God called to him?  

Q:
What does it mean to listen? How can we listen and hear God? How can we have the right spiritual condition?

Superstitious

How sad it was that the Philistines captured the Ark of the Lord. The Israelites believed that by bringing the Ark, they would bring God as well and thus ensure their victory. They relied on their own methods rather than relying on God himself.  While the Ark does represent God’s glory, God cannot be coerced into action, and He is fully capable of defending His own glory. See how God punished the Philistines.  

Q:
Why are we superstitious? What is the reason behind our superstitions? How could we prevent ourselves from being superstitious?

Learning to be Faithful

Spiritually we need to grow; as we grow we need to learn to serve, to minister and to serve God. Samuel was dedicated to serve the Lord ever since he was born. As a little boy he is not able to lead Israel, but he was faithful to the task he was given of opening doors (3:15). It is the same for us as young ones spiritually, we might not do great things because we are not ready yet, but right now we can be faithful in the small things like washing dishes, serving food, or vacuuming.  God wants faithful people. For when the person is faithful in the small things, God knows he will be faithful in the bigger things. As we see Samuel when he is older that he was faithful in all that the Lord gave him to do. In the end, no one can accuse Samuel of doing anything wrong. Even when the people rejected him by asking for a king, Samuel was still faithful to carry out God’s purpose.

Q:
What does it mean to be faithful? Why is it important to learn to be faithful while growing up spiritually?  

Q:
List some small things that you could be faithful with. Think about things that you could do around church and practice to be faithful with these services.

III. Outline
Hannah and the Birth of Samuel (I Sam 1:1-2:11)

· Hannah, wife of Elkanah, an Ephraimite. Hannah’s womb was closed, she was barren and Elkanah’s other wife Peninnah provoked her. (1:1-8)

· Hannah prayed in distress with her heart to the Lord and made a vow to the Lord that if given a son, he will serve the Lord all of his days. (1:9-18)

· The Lord remembered Hannah and gave her a son. Hannah named him Samuel. After weaning Samuel, Hannah brought him to Eli the priest and dedicated Samuel to the Lord for service. (1:19-28)

· Hannah’s prayer of thanksgiving. (2:1-11)

Early Years of Samuel (I Sam 2:12-3:21)
· Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas were priests to the Lord. They did evil in the eyes of the Lord by despising the offering to the Lord. (2:12-17)

· Samuel grew up and ministered in the presence of the Lord. The Lord blessed Hannah and gave her 3 sons and 2 daughters. (2:18-21,26)

· Eli rebuked his sons for their transgressions, but his sons did not listen. (2:22-25)

· A man of God came to prophesize against the house of Eli. (2:27-36)

· Eli’s descendants will die young because. (2:31-33)

· Hophni and Phinehas will die on the same day as a sign. (2:34)

· God will rise up a faithful priest and establish his house. (2:35)

· The Lord calls Samuel. (3:1-21)

· In those days the word of the Lord was rare. (3:1)

· God calls out to Samuel in the night. Samuel originally thought it was Eli calling him because Samuel had not yet known the Lord.  This repeated 3 times. Eli then realized it was Lord calling Samuel and told Samuel how to respond when called again. (3:2-10)

· Samuel listens to what the Lord has to say to him. That what has been prophesied against Eli will come true. (3:11-15)

· Samuel repeats what Lord said to him to Eli. (3:16-18)

· The Lord continues to reveal Himself to Samuel at Shiloh. The people realize that Samuel is a prophet. (3:19-21)


Key Verses: I Sam 2:30, 3:1,19-21

Israel Battles the Philistines and the Lost of Ark (I Sam 4 & 5)

· Israelites fought against the Philistines and were defeated. (4:1-2)

· Israelites decide to bring the Ark of Covenant into camp to help them battle against the Philistines. Eli’s two sons came with the Ark. (4:3-5)

· Philistines found out the Ark were with the Israelites and were afraid. But they fought against the Israelites and defeated them again. (4:6-10)

· The Philistines captured the Ark and Eli’s 2 sons were killed. (4:11)

· Eli died after hearing of the news of defeat and lost of Ark. (4:12-18)

· The wife of Phinehas gave birth upon the news. She named her son Ichabod, for the glory has departed Israel. (4:19-22)

· Philistine took the Ark to the city of Ashdod and placed it in the temple of Dagon. The Lord afflicted the people of Ashdod with tumors and caused their god to break into pieces. (5:1-7)

· Realizing this, people of Ashdod send the Ark to Gad. But the Lord afflicted the people of Gad with tumors also. (5:8-9)

· Ark was send to Ekron, but people of Ekron didn’t want the Ark for they were afraid. Philistines decided to send the Ark back to Israel. (5:10-12)

Ark Returns and the Defeat of Philistines (I Sam 6 & 7)

· After 7 months stay in the land of Philistine, the Ark was returned. (6:1-12)

· Along with the Ark, gold tumors and gold rats were offered for guilt offering because of the plague. (6:3-4)

· To test it was God of Israel that caused the plague they watched newly calved cows tow the Ark to Israel on its own. (6:5-12)

· The Ark was taken to the town of Beth Shemesh; there the people built an altar to worship God for the return of Ark. Some of the people of Beth Shemesh were struck down because they looked inside the Ark. (6:13-20)

· The Ark was then sent to Kiriath Jearim and stayed for 20 years. (6:21-7:2)

· Samuel called the people to stop serving idols and to serve the Lord only for the people mourned and sought after the Lord. The people obeyed. (7:2-4)

· Samuel assembled all Israel at Mizpah to intercede to the Lord. (7:5-6)

· Philistine attacked Israel at Mizpah; Samuel offers sacrifice to the Lord and the Lord answered by defeating the Philistines. (7:7-14)

· Samuel served as Judge of Israel and built an altar to the Lord. (7:15-17)

Israel Asks for a King (I Sam 8)

· Samuel grew old and his 2 sons did not serve as he did. (8:1-3)

· Elders of Israel ask Samuel for a king like other nations. (8:4-5)

· Samuel prayed to the Lord and God told him that people had not rejected him but rejected God. (8:6-9)

· Samuel repeats what God told him to the people. Even after hearing what a king will do to them, the people still want a king. (8:10-20)

· Lord listened to the people and allowed them to have a king. (8:21-22)

.

Samuel’s Farewell Speech (I Sam 12)

· Samuel clears his name before the people. (12:1-5)

· Samuel encourages the people to continue to obey the Lord and reminds them of all that the Lord had done for them in the past even when they had sinned. (12:6-15)

· Samuel called upon the Lord and the Lord sent thunder and rain. People were afraid because they have sinned by asking for king. (12:16-19)

· Samuel comforts the people by praying for them and again reminds them to serve the Lord and not turn to idols and doing evil. (12:20-25)


Key Verses: I Sam 12:13-15, 20-22
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