SCA Bible Study: History

 Lesson #8

Lesson 8: King David Part I: A faithful shepherd: A man after God’s own heart.

Bible Reference: I Sam 16-18, 24, 26

I. Preface  
In these chapters, we see how God chooses David.  God is with David and David is successful in everything he does. Despite this, David suffers many trials.  In each of them, he trusts the Lord, and the Lord delivers him from evil.  We see that David is a man after God’s own heart because he is exceedingly and repeatedly merciful to Saul, his worst enemy and greatest persecutor.

II. Application
· David was not even called to be among those whom Samuel would choose to anoint.  Even Samuel wanted to choose the tallest, strongest and oldest of Jesse’s sons. Although he was the least likely choice, David is the one whom God anoints. 

1. 1 Sam 16:7. Do we sometimes feel that certain people (including ourselves) are unfit for God’s service? What are those feelings based on?  Who can see and gauge a man’s heart?

2. Matthew 20:20-28 poses a similar situation. Do we sometimes put ourselves in the position of the older brothers by thinking there is some reason we should be chosen and not another brother or sister?

3. What do we learn about David’s character in his defeat of Goliath? What are the “Goliaths” or obstacles in our lives that need to be conquered? How can we overcome mountains?

· David is a merciful man.  Someone wrongfully accuses him but he repeatedly not only spares his life but also continues to serve him.

1. Why didn’t David give up on Saul as a lost cause?

2. Why does David say, “The LORD forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, the LORD’s anointed, or lift my hand against him; for he is the anointed of the LORD.” Didn’t David realize that Saul was no longer filled with the Spirit of the LORD?

3. Do you ever feel like you are Saul and Jesus is David?  Repeatedly we sin against Him and yet He forgives us?

4. Consider how David was filled with the LORD and yet he was continually persecuted. Do we sometimes feel like if we are filled with the Holy Spirit our lives will be carefree?  Look at the life of the disciples and even of our Lord Jesus Himself. What should this teach us about our own lives and trials?

III. Outline  
Samuel Anoints David
· Of all of Jesse’s sons, Samuel anoints David and “the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power.” (1 Samuel 16:1-13)
David in Saul’s Service 

· The Spirit of the Lord has left Saul and an evil spirit torments him. So, he asks David to come and play the harp for him.  Whenever David plays the harp for Saul, the evil spirit leaves him. (1 Samuel 16:1-14)
David and Goliath 

· With the Lord’s help, David triumphs over the Philistines by defeating Goliath. (1 Samuel 17)
Saul’s Jealousy of David

· David resides with Saul and becomes friends with Saul’s son Jonathan. Whatever Saul asks David to do, David does successfully. The people love David and Saul becomes jealous.  He is also afraid of David because he knows that the Spirit of God is with him. He tries to kill David, twice by throwing a knife at him and twice by trying to ensnare him to be killed by the Philistines. David overcomes the Philistines again and marries Saul’s daughter Michal. (1 Samuel 18)
David Spares Saul’s Life

· David and his army have an opportunity to kill Saul. Instead, David spares Saul’s life and Saul repents for mistreating David. (1 Samuel 24)
David Again Spares Saul’s Life

· Once again, David has the opportunity to take Saul’s life when he sneaks into his camp at night with Abishai, but does not.  He takes Saul’s sword and jug as evidence of this opportunity.  When he confronts Saul, Saul again repents. (1 Samuel 26)
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