SCA Bible Study: History

 Lesson #9

Lesson 9: King David Part II:  From persecutions to king of Israel.

Bible Reference: I Samuel 19-31; II Samuel 1-5; I Chronicles 11-12*

I. Preface  
These chapters go over David’s struggles with Saul and the Israelite’s battles with the Philistines.  They cover David’s many battles and victories. Saul continually pursues David but David is faithful to the LORD. The LORD protects David and gives him numerous victories.  Eventually David gets weary of the chase and decides to live with the Philistines. He serves the Philistine king, Achish. Saul becomes desperate when he realizes that Israel’s defeat is near, and when he doesn’t get a response from God, he seeks out a witch for advice.  In the end, Israel is defeated and Saul commits suicide to avoid capture.

*To avoid confusion, it may be helpful to note that the OT is not in chronological order and that the stories in 1&2 Samuel are repeated in 1&2 Chronicles (similar to the way that the NT gospels repeat the same material because they are different authors’ perspectives to the same events).

II. Application  

David Flees Within Israel

· Because of Saul’s persecution, David is forced to avoid capture.

1. Why wasn’t God upset when David ate the consecrated bread? Why did the priest allow David to eat the bread? (See Matthew 12:3-4; Mark 2:25-28; Luke 6:1-5.) 

2. Why did David ask for the ephod before he would ask God for advice? (The ephod was an embroidered garment, believed to be like an apron with shoulder straps, worn by the Hebrew priests.)

3. Compare David’s life with the apostle Paul’s life.  What kind of benefit or purpose do you think God has in moving people frequently? Compare and contrast the persecutions each faced? What is God trying to accomplish by putting them (and us today) through various trials?

David Flees to the Philistines and Israel is defeated; Saul kills himself.

· After a long pursuit, David lives among the Philistines.

4. Do you think it was really God’s desire that David should go and live with and serve the Philistines? Read I Samuel 27:1. After God’s faithful protection of David, why would he think this?  Are you ever tempted to give up on God?

5. What may have been the reason God allowed Samuel to appear to the witch?

6. David lost his family, his country and his king even though he was God’s anointed one. Saul was also God’s anointed one at one time, but he also lost everything.  Sometimes it appears that God isn’t fair or that He isn’t in control.  What can we learn about this from David and Saul’s life?

God’s Timing

· David was God’s anointed, chosen to replace Saul.  But several times, he had to opportunity to take what was rightfully his by killing Saul, yet he refrained.  

7. Why did David hold back?

8. Are there situations where the ‘right’ thing to do is actually ‘wrong’ because of the circumstances?  If so, how can we discern if our actions are the right actions, at the right time?  Please share your personal experiences.

III. Outline  
Saul Tries to Kill David

· King Saul threatens to kill David and Jonathan persuades him not to. Breaking an oath he made to Jonathan when an evil spirit descends upon him, he attempts to kill David again. David escapes to Ramah where he is protected from Saul by the Spirit of God through Samuel.  As Saul attempts to send men to capture David, each group is filled with the Spirit and begins to prophesy until finally even Saul himself comes and begins to prophesy. (1 Samuel 19)
David and Jonathan

· David flees to Jonathan who helps him hide. Jonathan does not believe his father would attempt to kill David until Saul tries to kill Jonathan for defending David. Jonathan helps David to escape. (1 Samuel 20)
David Flees

· David flees to Nob and partakes of the sacred bread (as mentioned in Matthew 12:3-4; Mark 2:25-28; Luke 6:1-5).  He also takes the sword he used to kill Goliath. (1 Samuel 21:1-9)
· David acts crazy to avoid capture by Achish, the king of Gath. (1 Samuel 21:10-15)
· David flees to Adullam and gathers his family and 400 men. He leaves his parents in Mizpah and the prophet Gad tells him to go to Judah so he goes to the forest of Hereth. (1 Samuel 22:1-5)
Saul Kills the Priests of Nob

· Saul persuades Doeg the Edomite to kill all the priests, their families, cattle, donkeys and sheep because Ahimelech defends David to Saul. (1 Samuel 22:6-23)
David Saves Keilah

· David sees the Philistines are attacking Keilah and asks God what he should do. The Lord goes with David and his men and they save the people of Keilah from the Philistines. (1 Samuel 23:1-6)
Saul Pursues David

· Saul wants to capture David while he is in Keilah, but David inquires of the LORD and learns that he should leave.  Jonathan meets David and encourages him while he is in hiding and moving from place to place. Saul tracks David to the Desert of Maon. His army is on one side of the mountain and David’s on the other. Just as he is about to close in and capture him, he is called away to fight the Philistines and David remains safe. (1 Samuel 23:7-29)
David Spares Saul’s Life

· David and his army have an opportunity to kill Saul. Instead, David spares Saul’s life and Saul repents for mistreating David. (1 Samuel 24)
David, Nabal, and Abigail

· Samuel dies and Israel mourns. David had protected the people and the land of a very wealthy man named Nabal (who’s name means “fool”).  In return, he requests that Nabal give provisions to him and his men. Nabal is wicked and refuses, so David plans to kill him and his people.  Fortunately, Abigail, Nabal’s wife, sends the provisions along with an apology.  Abigail tells Nabal what happened and about 10 days later, the LORD strikes him and he dies. David then asks Abigail to become his wife and she accepts. (David had also married Ahinoam so he had two wives; Saul gave Michal, David’s first wife, to Paltiel.) (1 Samuel 25)
David Again Spares Saul’s Life

· Once again, David has the opportunity to take Saul’s life when he sneaks into his camp at night with Abishai, but does not.  He takes Saul’s sword and jug as evidence of this opportunity.  When he confronts Saul, Saul again repents. (1 Samuel 26)
David Among the Philistines

· Despite his recent victory, David thinks that eventually he will die by the hand of Saul.  He decides to flee to the Philistines so that Saul will quit pursuing him. He settles in Gath and Saul no longer searches for him. King Achish gives David the land of Ziklag. He continues to raid various areas killing everyone in the cities he attacked and King Achish finds him trustworthy. (1 Samuel 27)
Saul and the Witch of Endor

· The Philistines gather their strength to attack Israel and David is with them. Saul asks the LORD for help but the LORD will not answer him.  So he goes to a witch and asks her to bring up Samuel’s spirit. She does, and Samuel tells Saul that he is being punished for not obeying God; he will be handed to the Philistines and his sons would die the next day. (1 Samuel 28)
Achish Sends David Back to Ziklag

· The Philistine rulers question Achish about allowing David to fight for them; they are afraid that during the fighting David will turn against them. So, Achish sends David back to Ziklag. (1 Samuel 29)
David Destroys the Amalekites

· While David and his men had been away the Amalekites had come to Negev and Ziklag. They had burned Ziklag and killed some of the women and children and captured the rest. David’s men talk of stoning him but he finds strength in God.  God tells David that if he pursues them he will succeed in the rescue.  All of David and his men (except 200 who were exhausted) pursued the Amalekites.  They found an Egyptian slave of the Amalekites, and in exchange for his life, he leads them to their camp. They succeed in rescuing all that was stolen from them.  On the way back, some of the men do not want to share the plunder with the 200 who stayed behind but David keeps them from disputing and shares the plunder with everyone. He also sends some gifts to his old friends in Judah. (1 Samuel 30)
Saul Takes His Life

· The Philistines overtake the Israelites in battle (much of the army flees). They kill all of Saul’s sons (including Jonathan) and critically injure Saul. Realizing his imminent capture, Saul takes his own life and the Israelites flee their cities when they see that the Israelite army has conceded. The Philistines occupy the abandoned Israelite cities and cut off Saul’s head and hang the bodies of him and his sons on a wall to proclaim victory. Some valiant men from Jabesh Gilead take down the bodies of Saul and his sons, bury them, and fast for seven days. (1 Samuel 31)
David Becomes King

· Even after Saul’s death, Saul’s followers continue to feud with David and his followers.  David is king over the house of Judah and Saul’s son Ish-Bosheth is king over the house of Saul (2 Samuel 1-4). 
· Eventually, as Saul’s house grows weaker and weaker and David’s stronger and stronger, David becomes King over Israel and is victorious over the Philistines (2 Samuel 5, I Chronicles 11)
· David’s many strong warriors who join him (I Chronicles 12)
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