SCA Bible Study: History

 Lesson #10

Lesson 10: King David Part III: His accomplishments.

Bible Reference: II Samuel 6-10; I Chronicles 13-29*

I. Preface 
These chapters cover David’s accomplishments including his plans to build a house for the LORD.  Because David has shed so much blood, the LORD doesn’t allow him to build the temple but promised David that He will give his son Solomon a peaceful life so that he may build the temple.  We see just how much David loved the LORD.  When David was in trouble, he depended on the LORD. Now when he becomes more successful and faces fewer trials, he spends all his time and energy thinking of what he can do to show the LORD how much he loves him.

*To avoid confusion, it may be helpful to note that the OT is not in chronological order and that the stories in 1&2 Samuel are repeated in 1&2 Chronicles (similar to the way that the NT gospels repeat the same material because they are different authors’ perspectives to the same events).

II. Application
The Ark of God

· “The ark of God which is called by the Name, the very name of the LORD of hosts who is enthroned above the cherubim.”

1. Review: What was the ark doing in the house of Abinadab?

2. What was the significance of the ark?  (see also Exodus 25:22)

3. What was wrong with the way the ark was transported? How was the ark supposed to be transported?

4. Why did God have to strike Uzzah? What do learn about God’s character from this incidence?

5. Consider David’s attitude (2 Sam 6:5).  What was the reason, or source, of his joy?  Has our love for the Lord ever compelled us to do an outwardly “undignified” act of worship to our God?

House for the LORD

1. Why does David desire to build a house for the Lord? What does this tell us about David’s character? Was David’s focus on the temple itself? Or God?

2. Why does God not allow David to fulfill his desire to the Lord?

3. What was God’s overall response to David’s expression of love (besides denying the temple building proposal)?

4. Are there examples from your lives where we try to show God how much we love Him, and in the end, He blesses us much more?

David’s peaceful years and accomplishments

· The ark is returned to Israel and plans for the temple begin.

1. Compare the story of the Ammonites (2 Sam 10) with the parable in Mark 12:1-12 (also Matt 21:33-34 and Luke20: 9-19) about the owner of the vineyard.  What parallels do you see?

2. What is the lesson we are to learn from David’s mistake of numbering the people? Think about a time in your life where you made a similar act of pride, or boasted in your accomplishments or possessions. How can Satan turn God’s blessings in our lives into a curse (like what happened to David)? How can we be on guard when Satan tries to tempt us in such a way?

3. It’s easy to rely on the Lord when we’re in trouble, but when you are most comfortable in life, do you pursue the Lord just as eagerly?  Look at how David stored up his most prized treasures as an offering to the Lord.  Are you willing to consecrate yourself today?

III. Outline
The Ark Brought to Jerusalem

· David and the Israelites return the Ark to Jerusalem and they were celebrating “with all their might.”  As they carry the Ark, the ox stumbles and Uzzah reaches out to steady the Ark; God strikes Uzzah dead for this irreverent act and David was angry because of the LORD’s wrath and scared to have the ark come to the City of David. (2 Samuel 6:1-11, I Chronicles 13
· It isn’t until he hears how the Lord blesses Obed-Edom (where the Ark is) that he decides to bring it to his city. He rejoices with all of his heart and dances before the LORD. Michal sees David and “despised him in her heart,” but David said, “I will become even more undignified than this.” (2 Samuel 6:12-23, I Chronicles 15-16:1-6)
· David gives thanks to the LORD and sets up the Ark in the tent with many offerings. (I Chronicles 16:7-43)
God’s Promise to David
· God gives David rest from his enemies. David says, “Here I am, living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.” (2 Sam 7:1-3, I Chronicles 17:1-2)
· God tells David he will allow his offspring to build him a house of cedar and he will continue to prosper him and his descendants. (2 Sam 7:4-17, I Chronicles 17:3-15)
· David gives his thanks and praise to God. (2 Sam 7:18-29, I Chronicles 17:16-27)
David’s Victories and Officers

· David conquers many places and dedicates all his plunder to God. 
(2 Sam 8:1-14, 1 Chronicles 14:8-17)
· David military officers are listed. (2 Sam 8: 15-18, I Chronicles 18:14-17)
David and Mephibosheth
· David wants to show kindness to the descendants of the house of Saul for Jonathan’s sake. So, he takes in Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth who is crippled in both feet.  He restores all the land that belonged to Saul to him, and allows him to eat at his table as one of his own sons. (2 Samuel 9)
David Defeats the Ammonites
· When the king of the Ammonites dies, David sent messengers to his son Hanun to show sympathy.  Instead of receiving them, Hanun seizes them and humiliates them. Afterwards, they realize that they were “a stench in David’s nostrils,” they hire 20,0000 Aramean soldiers and some others to help them defend themselves from David. David defeats them all and the Arameans refuse to help the Ammonites further. (2 Samuel 10, I Chronicles 19)
More of David’s accomplishments
· David captures Rabbah and defeats more of the Philistines. (1 Chronicles 20)
David Numbers the Fighting Men
· Satan rises up against Israel and persuades David to take a census. This was detestable to the LORD, and David repents. God gives David three choices of punishment: three years of famine, three months of enemies overtaking you, or three days of the LORD’s plague.  David says, “Let me fall into the hands of the LORD, for His mercy is very great; but do not let me fall into the hands of men.” (v. 13) God sends a terrible plague on the people but has mercy on them. He allows David to make an offering and stops the plague. (1 Chronicles 21)
Preparations for the Temple

· Although David was not allowed to build the temple because he shed so much blood, he made extensive preparations for the temple. In this chapter he also encourages Solomon to begin to build the temple.  He said (vs. 13), “Be strong and courageous.  Do not be afraid or discouraged.” (I Chronicles 22)
The Levites

· David counts and divides up the Levites according to each of the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath and Merari.  He assigns them each tasks; some of the old tasks would be abolished because the temple would now be permanent so he gave new tasks to these groups. (I Chronicles 23)
The Divisions of Priests

· The sons of Aaron would be priests in the temple. They drew lots to determine the order of service, and the order is outlined here in this part of scripture. (I Chronicles 24:1-19)
The Rest of the Levites

· The rest of the Levites also cast lots and are listed here (I Chronicles 24:20-31)
The Singers

· A list of men is compiled from the sons of Asaph, Herman, and Jeduthun.  They are set aside for the service of prophesying accompanied by instruments. They cast lots for their duties. (I Chronicles 25)
The Gatekeepers, Treasurers and Other Officials

· In the same way, lots are cast for other jobs to be performed in the Temple.  This chapter outlines who was chosen for each. (I Chronicles 26)
The Army Divisions, Officers of the Tribes and The King’s Overseers

· This chapter lists the divisions in the army, the officers of each tribe, and the king’s Overseers. (I Chronicles 27)
David’s Plans for the Temple

· David summons all the people who work for him and charges them to make sure the temple is built just the way The LORD has said. He gives the plans that the Spirit has put in his mind to his son Solomon and again charges him to follow the Lord and build his temple. Again he says (vs. 20), “Be strong and courageous, and do the work. Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the LORD God, my God, is with you.” (I Chronicles 28)
Gifts for Building the Temple

· David shows the people all the gifts that he has given to help with the building of the temple, including his own personal treasures.  Then he says (vs.5), “Now, who is willing to consecrate himself today to the LORD?”  In response, all the leaders of Israel gave freely to the Lord for the purpose of building the temple and the people and David rejoiced to see how they’d given. (I Chronicles 29:1-9)
David’s Prayer

· David rejoices and gives thanks to the LORD.  He thanks the LORD for giving them all these things so that they would have something to offer to the LORD. (I Chronicles 29:10-20)
Solomon Acknowledged as King

· The people have a feast to celebrate and then acknowledge Solomon as king. And the LORD (vs.25), “highly exalted Solomon…and bestowed on him royal splendor such as no king over Israel ever had before.” (I Chronicles 29:21-25)
The Death of David

· A short review of David’s life. (I Chronicles 29:26-30)
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