SCA Bible Study: History

 Lesson #11

Lesson 11: History: King David (Part 4)

Bible Reference: 2 Sam 11-24

I. Preface  
The latter part of David’s life and reign as king over God’s people is a sad and tragic story. The young man who was “a man after God’s own heart” and trusted God at every turn now falls away from the Lord and experiences the wrath of God. At the pinnacle of David’s reign, we read about his most infamous sin. What a shame and tragedy! From that event onward, we find that “the sword shall never depart from his household”. How does one fall so far from the grace and favor of the Lord? What are the lessons we must learn from the latter years of David’s life? Let us study these chapters diligently, for we, as God’s chosen people, must be on guard that we do not commit the same mistakes.

II. Application  

David’s sin

· King David has looked to the Lord at every turn of his life, yet at the height of his rule, he commits a most grievous sin. Carefully examine the events leading up to, and the cause of his sin, and how he responds when he is confronted about is sin.  

1. What do we learn from 2 Sam 11:1 that suggests David was about to commit a sin? (Contrast this verse with II Sam 21:15, where the David’s army again goes to war.)

2. Why did David not recognize his sin and repent immediately? Why did he have to go as far as killing another man?

3. How did David eventually repent after Nathan’s visit? What does this tell us about David’s character? 

Lessons from the life of Absalom

· David’s son Absalom is a heartbreaking example of the beginning of the decline of David’s kingdom. Absalom drives his own father out of the kingdom and steals the throne. Absalom’s life and his death were both filled with tragedy. 

1. List all of the errors that Absalom committed in his lifetime.

2. How does a person become arrogant to the point of driving his own father out of the kingdom? To the point of defiling his father’s wives in broad daylight? To the point of trying to defeat and even kill his own father?

3. What are the lessons we are to learn from the mistakes of Absalom?

4. What does David’s sorrow over Absalom’s death tell us about David?

Praising God

· In 2 Sam 22, David praises God for His deliverance. This song encompasses David’s life and experiences. David is a good example to us of praise and trust in God. Take a careful look at his song because we can relate to his experiences in our spiritual lives.

1. Some detective work: Where else in the Bible is David’s song found? 

2. Which verses in this song speak to you? Which verses have you experienced in your own life?

3. What impressions do the following words give you: rock, refuge, stronghold, shield, and fortress?

4. KEY QUESTION: What aspects of this song translate to spiritual experiences we have as New Testament Christians? Which verses speak of specific spiritual experiences? (Ex. “He trains my hands for war” in verse 35 parallels the preparation for spiritual warfare mentioned in the last chapter of Ephesians.)

Final fall

· The recordings of the latter days of David’s reign tells a sad story of one who initially trusted the Lord mightily, but has fallen and become one who acts according to his own will without the counsel of God. We need to learn the lessons from Chapter 24, so that we do not repeat the same mistakes in our lives.

1. Compare and contrast this sin with the sin David committed with Bathsheba. Is the cause the same, or are there differences? What about the recognition of sin?

2. How were the consequences of this sin different? DIFFICULT QUESTION: Why were the consequences of this sin different?

3. Has our sin ever affected the lives of other men?

4. HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION: Which punishment would you have chosen? 

5. How did David come before the Lord in repentance? How should we come before the Lord in repentance when we commit sin?

III. Outline  
David and Bathsheba (II Sam 11)

· King David sins against God by stealing Uriah’s wife Bathsheba, and then tries to cover up his sin by having Uriah killed. 

Nathan’s parable (II Sam 12)
· The prophet Nathan confronts David about his sin by using a parable. Then he tells David that his punishment will be the death of his and Bathsheba’s child.

· Solomon is born. (12:24-25)

Absalom, Tamar, and Amnon (II Sam 13)

· Amnon, David’s son, falls in love with Tamar, the sister of Absalom, another one of David’s sons. Amnon seduces Tamar by the advice of Jonadab, a shrewd friend.

· David is angry, and Absalom hates Amnon for violating his sister. Two years later, Absalom has his servants deceive and murder Amnon. (13:21-29)

· Absalom flees from the presence of his father, King David. (13:34-39)

Joab convinces David to recall Absalom (II Sam 14)

· Joab uses a wise woman from Tekoa to convince David to seek out his son Absalom.

· The young man Absalom is brought back to Jerusalem, but David refuses to see him. (14:23-33)

Absalom’s conspiracy (II Sam 15)

· Absalom steals the hearts of the people and convinces them to follow him, stealing the throne from his father David.

· David and his family flee Jerusalem. (15:14-23)

· Zadok the priest returns the ark to Jerusalem. (15:24-29)

· David ascends the Mount of Olives. (15:30-36)

· Absalom comes to Jerusalem. (15:37)

Shimei curses David (II Sam 16)

· While David is on the run, he comes across a man from the household of Saul named Shimei. Shimei curses David and throws stones at him, but David recognizes that this is punishment from the Lord and leaves Shimei alone.

· Meanwhile, back in Jerusalem, Absalom defiles his father’s concubines in the sight of all Israel. (16:15-23) This is the fulfillment of Nathan’s prophecy. (12:11-12)

Absalom pursues David, but is defeated (II Sam 17-18)

· Hushai convinces Absalom to personally go into battle, and David is warned of Absalom’s plan. (Chp 17)

· Absalom’s army is defeated in the forest of Ephraim, and Joab kills Absalom. News of Absalom’s death is brought to David, and David weeps for his son. (Chp 18)

David returns to Jerusalem (II Sam 19)

· Joab admonishes David for weeping over Absalom.

· The nation is gathered back to King David, and he returns to Jerusalem. (19:9-43)

Sheba’s rebellion and defeat (II Sam 20)

· Sheba and the men of Israel withdrew from David and the men of Judah claiming they had no inheritance in David. Joab pursues him to the city of Abel Beth-maacah, where Sheba is beheaded by a wise woman and the people of the city.

The Gibeonites take revenge on the family of Saul (II Sam 21)

· To avenge the blood of the Gibeonites shed by Saul, David agrees to allow the Gibeonites to slaughter seven of Saul’s sons.

· The Israelites wage war with the Philistines. (21:15-22)

David’s psalm of praise (II Sam 22)

· “And David spoke the words of this song to the Lord in the day that the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul.” (verse 1)

David’s last psalm and his mighty men (II Sam 23)

· “These are the names of the mighty men whom David had…thirty-seven in all.” (23:8-39)

God punishes David for numbering the people (II Sam 24)

· David commands Joab to number the people of Israel and Judah

· David realizes his sin, and the prophet Gad gives David three choices as punishment. 70,000 men die of pestilence because of David’s sin. (24:10-17)

· David builds an altar before God on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite, and the plague was held back from Israel. (24:18-25)
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