SCA Bible Study: History

 Lesson #12

Lesson 12: King Solomon: Achievements, failures, and the consequences

Bible Reference: 1 King 1 – 11, 2 Chronicles 1 – 9

I. Preface  
The prize goes not to he who starts the race leading but to he who finishes the race leading. As Christians, we must continue doing God’s will to the end in order to get the prize. But we must also know that if we do mess up along the way, we can always humbly repent and turn back to God and he will put us on the right track again. 

II. Application

Solomon declared king over Adonijah (1 Kings 1)

· We often try to get ahead of God. We do our own rallying, marketing, and trumpet blowing to fulfill our desires and goals. We forget that God makes all things beautiful in His time, and that sometimes we need to learn to just sit down and wait (1 Kings 1: 5).

1. Why would Adonijah not invite Nathan? (1 Kings 1:10)
2. Why would Nathan want to help Bathsheba? (1 Kings 1:11-12)
3. How are we like Adonijah sometimes?

Solomon disposes of enemies (1 Kings 2)

· A man reaps what a man sows. Joab had shed innocent blood in his lifetime, and maybe he thought it would never catch up to him. But Joab’s sins finally caught up to him, and similarly, our sins will catch up to us. God is a God of second chances, but we do reap what we sow. Our sins, even forgiven, will have consequences. The scariest thing about sinning is that every time we do it, we forfeit a bit of God’s plan in our lives. (1 Kings 2:5-6)

1. Was Solomon right in killing so many people? (1 Kings 2:13-46)

2. Is it possible to do something bad and never get punished for it? How? 

Solomon governs in wisdom (1 Kings 3-4, 2 Chronicles 1)

· Admit our weaknesses. Solomon was the King of Israel, yet he humbled himself to admit that he was but a little child. We too, should recognize that we don’t necessarily know what we’re doing but we should ask God for wisdom. (1 Kings 3:7-9)

1. Will God always give us wisdom when we ask?
Solomon builds the Temple (1 Kings 5-7, 2 Chronicles 2-4)

· Solomon built the temple in 7 years, but he took thirteen years to build his own house. We need to give God priority. It’s not about how much quantity we give to God. It’s about our heart and how much in proportion we give to God.

1. Why would Solomon ask a Gentile king to help him build God’s temple? (2 Chronicles 2:3)

2. Why would Hiram, a Gentile, rejoice greatly over Solomon’s decision to build a temple? (1 Kings 5:7)

3. Why would Solomon only devote 7 years to building the temple and 13 years for his own house?

4. How are we like Solomon sometimes? 

Solomon dedicates the Temple (1 Kings 8-9, 2 Chronicles 5-7)

· If we want God to hear our prayers, forgive our sins, and heal our land, we need to humble ourselves enough to admit that we are wrong and that we need Him, and we need to pray to Him and seek after Him in our heart. (2 Chronicles 7:14)
1. Does God listen to us more if we pray at a holy place? (2 Chrn 7:15)

2. Does our land need healing? In what ways?
 

Solomon’s greatness (1 Kings 9-10, 2 Chronicles 7-9)

· God will certainly bless us for obeying His will. Sometimes we get tired of doing God’s will and feel that no one cares about all that we’ve done for God. But if we continue doing good we will surely be rewarded. (1 Kings 10:23)
1. Why would Hiram send Solomon gold after being displeased with what Solomon gave him?

2. Why did God bless Solomon so much?

Solomon’s downfall (1 Kings 11)

· After holding fast to God’s laws for his entire life, building God’s temple, meeting God twice in dreams, having God bless him with riches far beyond anyone else, and being the wisest man on earth, Solomon falls because of his many non-believing wives. So no matter how close we are to God, how much God has done in our lives, how much we know his word, we can never underestimate the power and influence a significant other can have on us. It would be most wise to not even consider dating or marrying a non-Christian.  

1. After steadfastly believing in God his entire life and being so amazingly blessed by God, why in the world would Solomon turn to gods he knew weren’t real? 
2. Solomon’s wives turned his heart away from the Lord because of their influence on him. Might it be the same for us in relationships? Can a girlfriend/boyfriend or wife/husband potentially turn our hearts from God?

3. If so, how can we prevent that from happening?

III. Outline 
Solomon declared king over Adonijah (1 Kings 1)

· Adonijah gathers important Israelites to him and prepares declare himself king. Nathan the prophet and Bathsheba ask King David to make Solomon King as David had promised. King David declares Solomon king and Solomon becomes king. Solomon sends Adonijah home. Important verse: 1 Kings 1:5

Solomon disposes of enemies (1 Kings 2)
· David tells Solomon to obey the Lord’s statues and to kill Joab and Shimei (who had made cursed David) and to be kind to Barzillai. David dies and Solomon then executes Adonijah, Shimei, Joab, and exiles Abiathar the priest who was on Adonijah’s side. Key verses: 1 Kings 2:3-4, 

1 Kings 2:5-6

Solomon governs in wisdom (1 Kings 3-4, Chronicles 1)

· God proposes to grant one wish to Solomon. Solomon humbly asks God for wisdom to govern the Israelites. God is pleased with his wish and grants Solomon both wisdom and honor. Solomon uses his wisdom to cleverly arbitrate a dispute between two women. His fame grows into all the surrounding nations and many come to hear him speak. Key verses: 1 Kings 3:7-9

Solomon builds the Temple (1 Kings 5-7, 2 Chronicles 2-4)

· Hiram, king of Tyre, and Solomon make a treaty. Hiram provides Solomon all the wood for building the temple and Solomon builds it in seven years. Solomon then takes 13 years to build his own house. Key verses: 1 Kings 5:1&12, 1 Kings 7:1, 2 Chronicles 2:6

Solomon dedicates the Temple (1 Kings 8-9, 2 Chronicles 5-7)

· Solomon brings the Ark to the temple. As the Levites were making sound and praising God, He filled the house with a cloud. Then Solomon stood before the whole assembly of Israel and praised God and asked God to bless the temple and to forgive the Israelites in the future when they sin but then repent. God appears to Solomon in a dream again and promises to do what Solomon asked. Key verses: 1 Kings 9:6-7, 2 Chronicles 7:14
Solomon’s greatness (1 Kings 9-10, 2 Chronicles 7-9)

· Solomon seizes a city and fortifies his own. He continues to offer burnt offerings to God as Moses commanded. The Queen of Sheba visits Solomon and is awed by his wisdom and greatness. She praises God and gives him gifts. Solomon in return gives her all she desires, whatever she asked. Key verse: 1 Kings 10:23

Solomon’s downfall (1 Kings 11)

· Solomon loved many foreign women and they turned his heart away from God to worship idols. God is angry and promises to take the kingdom away from Solomon’s children. The Lord raises up adversaries against Solomon and Ahijah the prophet prophecies that Jeroboam, one of Solomon’s workers, will be king after Solomon. Key verses: 1 Kings 11:1-4 
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