SCA Bible Study: History

 Lesson #13

Lesson 13: The divided nation part I: Israel on the North
Bible Reference: I Kings 12-14, II Chronicles 10-11

I. Preface
Who do we trust? When we run into a problem, do we pray and seek wise counsel? Who we go to when we hit a problem tells us where our trust lies. For the kings in these chapters, it was often their friends and their own ideas. For us, we should ask God for help and seek advice from the knowledgeable and wise people God has put around us. Whether we’re stuck on a HW problem, lacking the dough to pay a bill, or just got into a fight with a friend, to whom do we go with our problems? 

II. Application  


A Rebellious Spirit (1 Kings 12:1-24, 2 Chronicles 10)

· We young people often have a rebellious spirit towards our parents and older adults. We like to hang out with, talk with, and take advice from our friends, but we hate to do what “adults” tell us. Sometimes we just can’t seem to see past the moment, and we don’t understand why older adults try to restrict us and ruin our fun, but we should realize that people who’ve been around the block a few times understand things better. Although we should not blindly follow, we should not have a rebellious spirit. (1 Kings 12:8)

1. Why did Rehoboam reject the advice of the elders? 

2. Did God force Rehoboam to make the wrong choice? (1 Kings 12:15)

3. In what ways are young people like Rehoboam?

Hold On To The Promise (1 Kings 12:25-33, 2 Chronicles 11)

· God has promised, “I will never leave you or forsake” and “I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you a hope and a future”(Jer. 29:11).  Yet we often lose sight of that. God had promised the kingship to Jeroboam, yet right after he gets it, he thinks that if he lets the people do God’s will they will kill him. Did God not promise him 10 tribes? Would God not be faithful? Yet Jeroboam lost sight of God’s promise and followed his own plans and ideas.  We need to yield our will to God and hold on to God’s promises.
1. Why did Jeroboam set up idols for people to worship?

2. How could the people be gullible enough to believe two calves brought them out of Egypt? (1 Kings 12:28)

3. What are some of young peoples’ greatest worries?

Don’t Blindly Follow (1 Kings 12:25-33, 2 Chronicles 11)

· We look up to certain people as very spiritually old and mature. We often take in what they say without question, because we think they must be right. However, we need to make God our own. We need to read the bible, pray, and know God ourselves.
1. Why would the man of God listen to the old prophet?

2. Did the old prophet mean to harm the man of God?

3. Has anyone older than us ever told us to do something we knew was wrong?

Why Do You Pretend? (1 Kings 13)

· We think we can fool God. When we go to church we put on a church face. We think that if we say all the right things, smile, and be nice to people, it’s all right. But God asks us, “Why do you pretend to be another person”? God sees past our facades and tells us that blessings come only if we start doing his will outside of Sundays: in our family, at school, at work, with friends, and when we’re alone. 
1. Why would Jeroboam want to use a disguise?
2. Why would God punish Israel for Jeroboam’s sins? (1 Kings 14:16)
3. Why do people put on masks? Does it work? Why or why not? 
III. Outline 
The revolt against Rehoboam (1 Kings 12:1-24, 2 Chronicles 10)

· Rehoboam son of Solomon takes the kingship. The people come and ask him to lighten their workloads. Rehoboam hears both the advice of the wise elders and his friends, and takes the advice of his friends. He tells the people he will make their yoke even heavier. Israel revolts and selects Jeroboam as king. The tribe of Judah remains under Rehoboam. Key Verse: 1 Kings 12:8 

Jeroboam’s Gold Calves (1 Kings 12:25-33, 2 Chronicles 11)

· Jeroboam is afraid that if his people go and sacrifice to God in Jerusalem, where Rehoboam rules, they will turn back to Rehoboam and kill him. Therefore he stops the Levites from performing their duties and nominates his own priests to perform pagan sacrifices in the high places so the people would worship there. Key Verse: 1 Kings 12:30
The Man of God (1 Kings 13)

· A man of God goes to Jeroboam and prophecies against him. Jeroboam tries to arrest him, but his hand whithers. Jeroboam asks the man of God to pray for him and Jeroboam’s hand is restored. On the way home, the man of God meets an old prophet, who tells him that an angel of the Lord had told the prophet to treat the man of God to a meal. Although God had previously told the man of God not to eat or drink before returning home, he goes with the prophet. After eating, the man of God journeys on and is devoured by a lion on the way. Key Verses: 1 Kings 13:16-18
Judgment on Jeroboam (1 Kings 14)

· Abijah the son of Jeroboam gets sick. Jeroboam sends his wife, in disguise, to ask the prophet Ahijah about Abijah. God informs Ahijah about the disguise and gives Jeroboam the bad news that his household will be cut off and that his son will die. The kingdom of Judah also does evil, and the king of Egypt plunders Jerusalem. Eventually Jeroboam and Rehoboam both pass away. Key Verse: 1 Kings 14:6
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