SCA Bible Study: History

 Lesson #14

Lesson 14: History: The divided nation part II: Kings of Israel:  From Jeroboam to Ahab, to Joram
Bible Reference: I Kings 12-22; II Kings 3; II Chronicles 18

I. Preface
After King Solomon died, the kingdom of Israel split into two separate countries: Israel and Judah.  While Judah continued to be ruled by the line of David, Israel broke off and seceded from the kingdom.  This was to fulfill the prophecy made against Solomon for turning away from God (1 Kings 11:11-13).

However, as soon as Israel separated itself from Judah physically, they also drifted away from serving the Lord.  The kings of Israel led the people to all kinds of sin and idol worshiping.  Each successive king committed more sin than the previous one, all the way until King Ahab, who, urged on by his wife Jezebel, sold himself to do evil in the eyes of Lord in ways more sinful than any man before.  This provoked the Lord’s anger and the Lord destroyed them.

In contrast, a few kings in Judah did right in the eyes of the Lord.  King Asa and Jehoshaphat removed the Asherah poles and other detestable idols.  However, there were times when Jehoshaphat associated himself with the King of Israel and fell into his traps.  But every time, the Lord granted mercy on Jehoshaphat and delivered him from harm. 

II. Application
· The Israelites fell away from the Lord quickly.  We must alert ourselves at all times so we do not sink into a sliding spiritual state.

1. About many years did it take for Israel to go from its height during Solomon’s reign to turning away from the Lord (1 Kings 11:43, 1 Kings 12)?

· Respect our elders in Christ and take their advice with a humble attitude.

1. Why do you think Rehoboam took the young men's suggestion over the elders’ (1 Kings 12:6-8)?

2. Who are the 'young men' and the 'elders' when we are seeking advice?

· God does not tolerate any form of idol worshiping.  We must be careful about replacing God with other things in our lives, as well as replacing true worship with worship out of convenience.

1. What was the sin committed by Jeroboam (1 Kings 12:28-30)?

· We should not be stumbling block to our brothers and sisters in Christ by being a false testimony.

1. Why did the old prophet lie (1 Kings 13:32)?

2. What is the difference between testing God and asking God to confirm it by the Holy Spirit in our daily walk?

· God seeks a total destruction of the enemy, and we should do our part, instead of making compromises with the enemy because God will carry out His work.

1. Why was it wrong for Ahab to show mercy (1 Kings 20:31-33)?

· We should not let one sin lead to another.

1. Why is Ahab also at fault in the incident involving Jezebel’s trickery (1 Kings 21)?

2. If someone commits a sin for our gain, are we at fault?

3. Sometimes, even when we are not at peace with the Lord, He is carrying us through a situation.  However, do we recognize that or do we become ignorant about this fact and continue to sin (2 Kings 3:14-15)?

· At any given time, the kings of Israel had many chances to repent and return to the Lord, but instead, everyone chose the path of deeper sin.  We should not let ourselves be chained to our sinful nature, but rather, to Christ Jesus.

III. Outline
Israel Rebels Against Rehoboam

· Israelites ask for leniency in their forced labor.  Rehoboam consulted with two groups of people: some elders, and the young men who grew up with him.  He accepted the young men's advice and plans to make the people's lives even harder (1 Kings 12:6-15).

· The Israelites, led by Jeroboam, rebelled against Rehoboam.  All except Judah were in the rebellion (1 Kings 12:16-17).

Golden Calves at Bethel and Dan 

· Jeroboam made two golden calves idols at Bethel and Dan so that people would not go to Jerusalem to worship God (1 Kings 12:25-33).

The Man of God from Judah

· A man of God from Judah prophesies the destruction of Jeroboam’s line because of his idol worshipping.

· The man of God is deceived by an old prophet and disobeys God.  A lion killed him.

· However, even after this, Jeroboam did not change his evil ways, leading to his downfall (1 Kings 13:26-34).

Ahijah's Prophecy Against Jeroboam

· Jeroboam seeks out the prophet Ahijah about his son’s illness.

· Ahijah prophesies against Jeroboam’s line.

Rehoboam King of Judah

· During the reign of Rehoboam, Judah did evil in the eyes of the Lord (1 Kings 14:21-24).  Rehoboam reigned for seventeen years.

· Shishak king of Egypt attacked Jerusalem in the fifth year of Rehoboam, and carried off the treasures of the Lord's temple (1 Kings 14:25-28).

Abijah King of Judah

· Abijah succeeded Rehoboam as king.  He reigned for three years; he committed all the sins his father had done.  But for the sake of David, God gave him a lamp in Jerusalem by raising up a son to succeed him (1 Kings 15:1-8).

Asa King of Judah

· Asa succeeded Abijah.  Asa did what was right in the eyes of the Lord.  He removed the idols and the Asherah pole (1 Kings 15:9-15).

· There was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel throughout their reigns.  However, Asa did not rely on the Lord as he did before (2 Chronicles 14, 2 Chronicles 16:7-11).  Instead, he sought help from the Aramian king by bribing him using the treasures from the Lord's temple (1 Kings 15:16-22).

· In Asa's old age, his feet became diseased.  However, he did not seek the Lord, but only the physicians (2 Chronicles 16:12, 1 Kings 15:23-24).

Kings of Israel

· Nadab son of Jeroboam became king of Israel.  He did evil in the eyes of the Lord.

· Baasha son of Ahijah of the house of Issachar plotted against Nadab and succeeded him as king.  Baasha killed Jeroboam's whole family after he became king, according to the word of the Lord (1 Kings 15:25-32).

· Baasha caused the people of Israel to sin as Jeroboam did, and it provoked the Lord's anger (1 Kings 16:1-7).

· Elah, son of Baasha became the king, he reigned for two years.  He and his household were killed by Zimri, one of his generals, fulfilling the word of the Lord spoken against Baasha (1 Kings 16:8-14).

· Zimri ruled for seven days, then Omri, the commander of the army murdered him and became king (1 Kings 16:15-20).

· Omri reigned twelve years and did evil in the eyes of the Lord and sinned more than all those before him (1 Kings 16:21-28).

Ahab, son of Omri, Becomes King of Israel

· Ahab became king of Israel, and he reigned in Samaria over Israel twenty-two years. Ahab did more evil in the eyes of the Lord than any of those before him.  He married Jezebel and began to serve and worship Baal (1 Kings 16:29-34).

Ben-Hadad, King of Aram, Attacks Samaria

· Ben-Hadad attacks Israel, but the Lord delivered them into Ahab’s hands.

· Next spring, Ben-Hadad attacked again.  However, Ben-Hadad was proud and mocked God.  Once again, the Lord delivered Ben-Hadad's army into the hands of the Israelites (1 Kings 20:26-30).

· After the Ben-Hadad was defeated, he sought mercy from Ahab, and Ahab made a treaty with him (1 Kings 20:31-34).

· A prophet condemns Ahab's treaty with Ben-Hadad, and prophesized that Ahab will be destroyed for he has set free a man Lord has determined should die (1 Kings 20:35-43).

Naboth's Vineyard

· Ahab wanted to take his neighbor Naboth's vineyard for himself.  However, Naboth told Ahab that he would not be able to trade it away because this was a land of inheritance.  So, Ahab became sullen and his wife Jezebel plotted against Naboth and killed him so Ahab could take his vineyard (she plotted without Ahab's knowledge).  Afterwards, the Lord told Elijah to curse Ahab and Jezebel for the evil they have done.  Elijah prophesized against Ahab and Jezebel, however, Ahab humbled himself before the Lord after hearing Elijah's prophecy, so the Lord did not put His punishment on Ahab but delayed it until his son's time (1 Kings 21:1-29).

Micaiah Prophesies Against Ahab

· For three years, there was no war between Aram and Israel.  In the third year, Ahab decided to attack Aram with help from Jehoshaphat king of Judah.  Before the attack, Jehoshaphat advised Ahab to ask the Lord.  So he asked his evil prophets and they urged him to attack for it will be a sure victory.  However, there was one prophet of the Lord, Micaiah, who opposed it and explained to Ahab the Lord had sent a spirit to deceive his other prophets.  Ahab did not listen and threw Micaiah in jail and continued with the war plan (1 Kings 22:1-28).

Ahab Killed at Ramoth Gilead

· Jehoshaphat joined with Ahab to attack Aram.  Ahab convinced Jehoshaphat to disguise himself as Ahab when they enter the battle.  The king of Aram had a group of chariots that was assigned to catch Ahab, but because of the disguise they were deceived (1 Kings 22:29-33).

· However, a random arrow hit Ahab, and he died.  When Ahab was brought back, they buried him, and washed his chariot and then some dog came and licked on his blood, in accordance with God's words (1 Kings 21:19, 1 Kings 22:34-40).

Jehoshaphat King of Judah

· Jehoshaphat son of Asa became king of Judah in the fourth year of Ahab king of Israel.  In everything he walked in the ways of his father Asa and did not stray from them; he did what was right in the eyes of the Lord (1 Kings 22:41-50).

Ahaziah King of Israel

· Ahaziah son of Ahab became king of Israel in Samaria in the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and he reigned over Israel two years.  He did evil in the eyes of the Lord in the ways of Jeroboam (1 Kings 22:51-53).

Moab Revolts

· Joram son of Ahab became king of Israel in Samaria in the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and he reigned twelve years.  He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, but not as his father and mother had done (2 Kings 3:1-3).

· Moab paid tribute to Israel, but after Ahab died, Moab rebelled (2 Kings 3:4-5).

· Joram asked Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, to join his attack on Moab.  However, during their campaign they ran out of water, so they inquired of the Lord through the prophet Elisha.  Elisha sought for the Lord on the account of Jehoshaphat for he did what was right in the Lord's eyes (2 Kings 3:6-15).

· The Lord answered Elisha, and brought water through the valley to the Israelites.  The Moabites, on the other hand, thought the Israelites had turned on each other because the reflection on the water made it looked like blood.  So the Moabites came to loot, but the Israelites surprised them and destroyed the Moabites (2 Kings 3:16-27).
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