SCA Bible Study: History

 Lesson #15

Lesson 15: History: The divided nation part III: Kings of Israel:  From Jehu to Hoshea, the fall of the kingdom of Israel.
Bible Reference: 2 Kings 9-17

I. Preface
This was a gloomy period during Israel’s history.  After just a few decades of transition, Israel’s kings have led the nation deeper and deeper into sin.  One of the most frequent verses in these passages in describing the kings of Israel is: he did evil in the eyes of the Lord.

In the neighboring country of Judah, the kings from the line of David made efforts to keep the Lord’s decrees and stayed away from idols and detestable things.  However, though many kings did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, they did not completely remove all the high places that were representative of idol worshiping.  In addition, the kings of Israel also cast over a negative influence and gradually led the kings of Judah to turn away from the Lord as well.

All this did not go unseen in the Lord’s eyes.  Through the Lord’s prophets, He prophesized against and punished those kings who have led the people astray.  But, even this did not help the Israelites to turn away from idols and return to the Lord.  Moreover, the Lord saw the bitterness and sufferings of the people in Israel for there was constant war against neighboring Aram and Assyria.  Finally, the Lord used an external force, Assyria, to defeat king Hoshea of Israel and exiled the Israelites; because of the sin the Israelites had committed, the Lord had rejected them.

II. Application
· The Lord may grant us many blessings in life, but in each step, we should keep a humble attitude.

1. Compare and contrast how Jehu reacted to his getting anointed vs. David's reaction (2 Kings 9:12-13, 1 Samuel 16:13, 1 Samuel 24:3-13).

2. Do we ever make God’s grace into our own glorification?

· Even if we were called to help others deal with their sin, we must not become complacent in our own spiritual walk.

1. What did Jehu do that seems to fall short of all the accomplishment he has done in the eyes of the Lord (2 Kings 10:30-31)?

2. Have we focused too much on doing work in other people’s lives for the Lord’s sake and forgetting our own walk (Matthew 7:3)?

· The history of Israel showed us that it is impossible to lead a holy and pure life on our own efforts.  Even the kings of Judah eventually fell to the evil influence of Israel in the period right before the Israelites were exiled.

1. Throughout the history of Judah, there were all of these kings that 'did what was right in the eyes of the Lord', but 'the high places, however, were not removed'.  What do you think it means – did they truly walk in the Lord's way, or did they only walk halfway?  

2. Does this kind of partial obedience occur in our lives?  What are some examples?

3. In comparison with the Israelites, whom do we have today to help us lead a holy and pure life in a complete way?

III. Outline
Jehu Anointed King of Israel

· Through the Lord's command, Elisha anointed Jehu, son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi, to be king over Israel (2 Kings 9:1-13).

Jehu Kills Joram and Ahaziah

· At this time, Jehu was a commander for Joram, son of Ahab.  So, he conspired against Joram and killed him.  After Joram was killed, Jehu threw Joram in the field that belonged to Naboth the Jezreelite, in accordance with the Lord's words (2 Kings 9:14-26, 1 Kings 21:21-29).

· Jehu killed Ahaziah king of Judah as well (2 Kings 9:27-29).

Jezebel Killed

· Jehu killed Ahab's wife Jezebel.  After she was killed, she was devoured by the dogs in accordance with the words of the Lord (2 Kings 9:30-37, 1 Kings 21:23).

Ahab's Family Killed

· The Lord used Jehu to destroy Ahab's entire family, according to the word of the Lord spoken to Elijah (2 Kings 10:1-17, 1 Kings 21:20-22).

Ministers of Baal Killed

· The Lord used Jehu to destroy all of the Baal ministers.  The Lord was pleased with Jehu's work in removing the Baal ministers and the family of Ahab.  However, Jehu did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam (2 Kings 10:18-31).

· In those days, the Lord began to reduce the size of Israel (2 Kings 10:32).

Jehoahaz King of Israel

· In the twenty-third year of Joash son of Ahaziah king of Judah, Jehoahaz son of Jehu became king of Israel in Samaria, and he reigned seventeen years.  He did evil in the eyes of the Lord. So the Lord's anger burned against Israel, and for a long time he kept them under the power of Hazael king of Aram and Ben-Hadad his son (2 Kings 13:1-9).

Jehoash King of Israel

· In the thirty-seventh year of Joash king of Judah, Jehoash son of Jehoahaz became king of Israel in Samaria, and he reigned sixteen years.  He did evil in the eyes of the Lord (2 Kings 13:10-13).

· Elisha was falling ill, when the king went visit him, he had the king shoot arrows to the sky and strike the ground.  This symbolized the Lord's blessing to Israel, however, King Jehoash stopped striking after three times, and so Elisha was angry and the Lord did not help Israel to completely destroy Aram (2 Kings 13:14-25).

Jeroboam II King of Israel

· In the fifteenth year of Amaziah son of Joash king of Judah, Jeroboam son of Jehoash king of Israel became king in Samaria, and he reigned forty-one years.  He did evil in the eyes of the Lord.  At that time the Lord saw how much the people of Israel were suffering and so He alleviated their pain through the hands of Jeroboam (2 Kings 14:23-29).

Kings of Israel

· In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah king of Judah, Zechariah son of Jeroboam became king of Israel in Samaria, and he reigned for six months.  He did evil in the eyes of the Lord. Shallum son of Jabesh conspired against Zechariah.  So the word of the Lord spoken to Jehu was fulfilled: "Your descendants will sit on the throne of Israel to the fourth generation."  (2 Kings 10:30, 2 Kings 15:8-12).

· Shallum son of Jabesh became king in the thirty-ninth year of Uzziah king of Judah, and he reigned in Samaria one month (2 Kings 15:13-16).

· In the thirty-ninth year of Azariah king of Judah, Menahem son of Gadi became king of Israel, and he reigned in Samaria ten years.  He did evil in the eyes of the Lord (2 Kings 15:17-22).

· In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekahiah son of Menahem became king of Israel in Samaria, and he reigned two years.  Pekahiah did evil in the eyes of the Lord (2 Kings 15:23-26).

· In the fifty-second year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekah son of Remaliah conspired against Pekahiah and became king of Israel in Samaria, and he reigned twenty years.  He did evil in the eyes of the Lord (2 Kings 15:27-31).

· Hoshea son of Elah conspired against Pekah son of Remaliah. He attacked and assassinated him, and then succeeded him as king in the twentieth year of Jotham son of Uzziah (2 Kings 15:30).

Hoshea Last King of Israel

· In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, Hoshea son of Elah became king of Israel in Samaria, and he reigned nine years.  He did evil in the eyes of the Lord.  Hoshea has been Assyria's vassal, but king Shalmaneser of Assyria discovered that Hoshea has been paying tribute to the king of Egypt instead of to him, so Shalmaneser attacked Israel.  After three years, king Assyria captured Hoshea and deported all the Israelites to Assyria, ending the kingdom of Israel (2 Kings 17:1-6).

Israel Exiled Because of Sin

· The Israelites were exiled due the sins they have committed against the Lord.  They worshiped idols in the images of calves and built high places.  They bowed down to Baal and practiced detestable and wicked acts in the eyes of the Lord.  They did not turn away from their sins even as the prophets had warned them; all this provoked the Lord's anger.  Therefore, the Lord rejected all the people of Israel (2 Kings 17:7-23).

· The king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Avva, Hamath and Sepharvaim and settled them in the towns of Samaria to replace the Israelites.  However, even as these people were taught to worship the Lord, they also worship the gods according to their own customs (2 Kings 17:24-41).
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