SCA Bible Study: History

 Lesson #16

Lesson 16: Prophet Elijah

Bible references: I Kings 17-21, II Kings 1-2

I. Preface

Elijah "The Lord is my God" was a prophet to Israel.  In the Old Testament, the Lord did not speak directly to the people of Israel, but instead spoke through prophets.  The Bible describes numerous accounts where Elijah pleads with the Kings of Israel (King Ahab during most of what we know of Elijah and later King Ahaziah) to trust in the Lord, but in most situations, these Kings put their trust in other gods.  The main highlights of what we know about Elijah's life is summarized in the outline below.

II.
Application
The Prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.  

· Consider the ministry of Elijah.  At the beginning of his ministry, God brings about a 3-year drought through Elijah’s prayer.  He concludes his ministry in a chariot of fire.  

1. Read James 5:13-20

2. Was there something special about Elijah that allowed him to do all those amazing things?  What is the source of his power?

3. Why is it that we don’t exhibit the same power?  What hinders us?  Is it okay if we don’t exhibit this kind of power?

Willingness to separate from worldly comforts and completely rely on the Lord.  

· During Elijah's life, we see numerous examples of how he is willing leave his own people (Israelites), but we see how the Lord always supplies his needs.   Also, in Elijah, we see again that the Lord supplies our NEEDS, and may not necessarily give us exactly what we WANT. 

1. Please give some examples of how the Lord provided for Elijah.

2. Please give some examples of how the Lord has provided for you.  Were the Lord's provisions what you initially had in mind?

The Lord hears us through prayer.

1. Compare and contrast the way the prophets of Baal call upon their "god", and the way Elijah calls upon the Lord (I Kings 18: 26-29, 36).

2. How do we make our requests known to the Lord?

The Lord knows and encourages us when we are tired and weary. 

· Even a man like Elijah, who was used mightily by God, can sometimes get tired and discouraged.  He felt isolated in his ministry, and thought that the work of his life was ineffective and fruitless.  

1. Read 1 Kings 19:10.  Is it proper for Elijah to think this way?

2. How does the Lord encourage Elijah when he is tired and weary? (I Kings 19)

3. Would you be encouraged?  In general, are we encouraged by the presence of the Lord?

4. How has the Lord encouraged you when you have been tired and weary?  Compare and contrast the ways that the Lord has encouraged you with the way that the Lord encouraged Elijah.

5. Do we often forget God’s work in our lives in the face of trials and tribulation?  How can we keep our focus on God and not on our temporary struggles?

III.
Outline

Elijah prophesizes no dew or rain.  (I Kings 16:29-34, 17:1). 

· God probably used this method to demonstrate his power.  At that time, King Ahab had set up altars and temples to worship Baal (the supposed god of fertility and rain).

Elijah flees (to east of the Jordan) and is fed by the ravens.  (I Kings 17:2-6) 

· God miraculously sustains Elijah while the rest of Israel goes hungry.

Elijah and the widow at Zarephath. (I Kings 17:7-24).

· God reveals Himself to a non-Jew (this widow at Zarephath) through Elijah by both feeding them and raising her son from the dead.  Compare this woman's attitude towards both Elijah and the Lord in verse 12 and then verse 24.

Elijah returns to Samaria to show Israel that he is a prophet of God. (I Kings 18)

· Elijah returns to drought-ridden Samaria.

· Challenges the prophets of Baal by setting fire to the sacrifice.

· Prophets of Baal slaughtered.

Presence of the Lord appears to Elijah. (I Kings 19)

· Elijah becomes weary, but the Lord sustains him with food and His presence.

· The Lord instructs Elijah to anoint Elisha to succeed him as prophet to Israel.

Elijah condemns King Ahab for coveting Naboth's vineyard. (I Kings 21)

Elijah condemns King Ahaziah for consulting with other "gods". (II Kings 1)
Elijah taken up in whirlwind. (II Kings 2: 1-12).
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