SCA Bible Study: History

 Lesson #17

Lesson 17: Prophet Elisha

Bible references: I Kings 19:19-21, II Kings 2-9

I. Preface

In the last lesson we learned of Elijah, a prophet used by the Lord to Israel.  This week we will study his successor, Elisha "God saves" who continues the same work to the people and Kings of Israel.  The Bible describes many isolated events and "miracles" that the Lord performs through Elisha; these are briefly outlined below in section III.     

II.
Application
Our way, and the Lord's way
· Often with our problems, we do not seek the Lord in finding the solution.  Sometimes, even when we seek the Lord, we have our own pre-conceived ideas of how things should be solved, and often the Lord's solutions are much simpler than we would have imagined.  This is certainly the case with Naaman's interaction with Elisha (II Kings 5).  

1. What kind of cure to leprosy do you think Naaman expected?  How did Naaman get cured from leprosy?

2. Please share examples of how sometimes the Lord's solution to problems differs from our pre-conceived solutions. 


The Lord supplies our needs.

· We all have needs.  Some of us have needs that are more obvious and more immediate, while other people may have needs that are not so obvious, but the bottom line is that we all have needs.  During the life of Elisha, we see some of the people of Israel's needs, and how the Lord provided for them.

1. Please list some example of the people of Israel's needs, and how the Lord provided for them.

2. Please share some of your personal needs.

3. How has the Lord supplied for your needs?

4. How has the Lord not supplied your needs?

Appropriate payment for services.

· After Naaman is healed, Elisha's servant Gehazi deceives Naaman by asking for a modest amount of payment for the Lord's healing.  

1. Is what Gehazi did wrong?  If so, why is it wrong?

2. How does Elisha (the Lord) deal with Gehazi in this matter?

3. Are there examples where we have received payment for the Lord’s work? Asked for payment? Demanded payment? 

III.
Outline

Elisha Succeeds Elijah

· Elisha called to succeed Elijah.  (I Kings 19:19-21) 

· Elisha asks for a double portion of Elijah's spirit.  (II Kings 2:9-12) 

· Elijah's spirit rests with Elisha. (II Kings 2: 13-15).

· Healing of the water (II Kings 2:19-22).

· Elisha curses young men (II Kings 2:23-25).

Jehoram, King of Israel

· The Lord supplies water, and helps Israel defeat the Moab forces (II Kings 3)

Ministry of Elisha

· The widow's oil (II Kings 4:1-7)

· The Shunammite woman and her son (II Kings 4:8-37)

· The Lord feeds one hundred men (II Kings 4:42-44).

· Naaman healed from leprosy (II Kings 5:1-19).

· Gehazi's (Elisha's servant) greed and punishment (II Kings 5:20-27).

· Floating iron ax head (II Kings 6:1-6).

· Blinding of the Arameans (II Kings 6:8-23).

· Famine in Samaria, and the Lord's deliverance of Israel from the Arameans (II Kings 6:24-33, II Kings 7:1-20)

· Prophecy concerning Hazael (II Kings 8:7-15)

Kings of Judah

· Jehoram, King of Judah (II Kings 8:16-23)

· Ahaziah, King of Judah (II Kings 8:24-29)

Jehu, King of Israel

· Jehu anointed King of Israel (II Kings 9:1-37).
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