SCA Bible Study: History

 Lesson #18

Lesson 18: The Divided Nation Part IV – From Rehoboam to Ahaz, Kings of Judah

Bible Reference: 
I Kings 12, 14-15, 22




II Kings 8, 12, 14-16




II Chronicles 12-28

I. Preface

This lesson is a continuation of ancient history concerning the kings of Judah and Israel. There are some overlaps with previous sections, specifically lessons 14, 15, and 17 as the kings from the northern and southern kingdoms interact with each other, both through warfare and the formation of alliances. In these chapters we follow the succession of kings and see the consequences of their decisions to either do what was right in the eyes of the Lord or to do evil in the eyes of the Lord. Our focus here is on the kingdom of Judah, whom we know boasts the distinction of having at least a few godly kings, whereas Israel had none. In this we witness the faithfulness of the Lord in remembering His promise made to King David: “…so that David my servant may always have a lamp before me in Jerusalem, the city where I chose to put my Name” [I Kings 11:36]. Although man is unfaithful and subject to failure, God is faithful and He will reward those who seek after Him wholeheartedly.

II. Application
Our Heart Before the Lord: 

· The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. “Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” [I Samuel 16:7]. God wants a perfect heart from each of us, one that is pure and undivided. It does not question or doubt and has no thought of its own save dependence on God, and God alone. Many kings of Judah came under attack from neighboring peoples during their reigns; where they set their heart determined the outcome of the battle. We battle today as well but more often than not it’s a struggle against the unseen powers of this world. When our hearts are fully committed to the Lord, He will come and strengthen you [II Chronicles 16:9].

1. Who were some of the good kings of Judah? Why were they considered good?

2. What are the dangers of having success in the Lord? How did these manifest themselves in the lives of the kings [look at Asa, Amaziah, Uzziah]?

3. Where are the high places of my life? How much time and energy do I sacrifice to the sacred stones and asherah poles that occupy these high places? May I find encouragement from the kings and strength from the Lord to smash them one by one.

Shaky Alliances: 

· Although the Israelites were divided into the northern (Israel) and southern (Judah) kingdoms, they still shared the same history and heritage. It would only make sense if alliances were formed every so often. Politically, militaristically, economically, being allies was advantageous to both sides. However, we see the Lord’s disapproval regarding these pacts. There’s also one incident where Judah made an alliance with Aram, a neighboring state. The consequence of this pact was unceasing warfare [II Chronicles 16]. How does this relate to us today? “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him” [I John 2:15].

1. Which king of Judah made alliances with kings of Israel? 

2. I Kings 22:4 & 5 – “I am as you are, my people as your people, my horses as your horses.” Technically speaking, they were actually the same people. Why was it displeasing to the Lord that the two kingdoms be allied? What was one consequence of this alliance [II Chronicles 20]?

3. When am I or when have I been in alliance with the world? Is this condition ever pleasing to the Lord? How does the Lord make it possible for me to live in the world yet not be allied with it?

Personal Associations: 

· II Chronicles 24 – The people we’re associated with influence our lives whether we want them to or not. In the life of King Joash, we see the outcome of two extremes. During the lifetime of Jehoiada, King Joash was under the spiritual guidance and wisdom of the high priest. He repaired the temple and renewed temple worship and sacrifice in accordance with God’s commands. But after the death of Jehoiada, the young princes of Judah became the advisors and counselors to the king. Because of their ungodly influence and evil ways, Joash turned away from the Lord and was eventually murdered by his own officials. It’s crucial that we choose to be with God-fearing people. “Do not be misled: Bad company corrupts good character” [I Corinthians 15:33]. 

1. Joash had a chance to redeem himself and turn back to the Lord after his fall. What did he choose to do?

2. What about all the good things Joash did during the first part of his reign? How does that factor into his overall life?

3. There are many opportunities in my daily life where I can stand firm and be a testimony for the Lord. How often do I succumb to the godless pressure of this world? God will always place Zechariah’s in our lives at the right time to give us a second chance. How will I decide what to do?

III. Outline

Rehoboam

· Ten tribes of Israel revolt against Rehoboam (I Kings 12)

· Shishak, king of Egypt, defeats Rehoboam (II Chronicles 12)

· Wicked reign of Rehoboam (I Kings 14:21-31)

Abijah / Abijam

· Wicked reign of Abijah (I Kings 15:1-8)

· Abijah defeats Jeroboam (II Chronicles 13)

Asa

· Good reign of Asa (I Kings 15:9-24)

· Key verse: II Chronicles 14:11

Lord, there is no one like You to help the powerless against the mighty. Help us, O Lord our God, for we rely on You, and in Your name we have come against this vast army. O Lord, You are our God; do not let man prevail against You.

· Judah renews the covenant with God under Asa’s leadership (II Chron. 15)

· Asa seeks the aid of Ben-Hadad, king of Aram; death of Asa (II Chron. 16)

· Key verse: II Chronicles 16:9

For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to Him.

Jehoshaphat

· Alliance with Ahab, King of Israel (I Kings 22:1-14)
· Good reign of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah (I Kings 22:41-50)
· God blesses Jehoshaphat (II Chronicles 17)
· Alliance between Judah & Israel; prophecy of Micaiah; (II Chronicles 18)
· Jehoshaphat visits his kingdom; appoints certain Levites as judges (II Chronicles 19)
· Jehoshaphat defeats Ammon & Moab; alliance with Ahaziah, king of Israel (II Chronicles 20)
· Key verse: II Chronicles 20:35, 37
Later, Jehoshaphat made an alliance with Ahaziah king of Israel, who was guilty of wickedness. Eliezer son of Dodavahu of Mareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat, saying, “Because you have made an alliance with Ahaziah, the Lord will destroy what you have made.

Jehoram

· Wicked reign of Jehoram (II Kings 8, II Chronicles 21)
Ahaziah

· Wicked reign of Ahaziah (II Kings 8, II Chronicles 22)
· Put to death by Jehu, King of Israel (II Kings 9:27-28, 2 Chron 22:8-9)
Athaliah, Queen of Judah

· Athaliah destroys the royal family of Judah (II Chronicles 22:10-12)

· Joash, son of Ahaziah, crowned king of Judah; Athaliah is killed (II Kings 11, II Chronicles 23)

Joash

·  Joash orders the repair of the temple (II Kings 12:1-16)

· The rise and fall of Joash (II Chronicles 24)

· Assassination by his servants (II Kings 12:19-20)


Amaziah

· Good reign of Amaziah, king of Judah (II Kings 14:1-7)
· Amaziah provokes Jehoash, king of Israel; Judah is overcome (II Kings 14:8-14)

· Amaziah’s rise and fall (II Chronicles 25)

· Assassination by conspirators (II Kings 14:15-22)

Azariah / Uzziah

· Good reign of Azariah (Uzziah), king of Judah (II Kings 15:1-7)
· Uzziah’s rise: II Chronicles 26:5

He sought God during the days of Zechariah, who instructed him in the fear of God. As long as he sought the Lord, God gave him success.

· Uzziah’s fall: II Chronicles 26:16, 21

But after Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his downfall. He was unfaithful to the Lord his God, and entered the temple of the Lord to burn incense … leprosy broke out on his forehead. King Uzziah had leprosy until the day he died.

Jotham

· Good reign of Jotham (II Kings 15:32-38, II Chronicles 27)
· Key verse: II Chronicles 27:6

Jotham grew powerful because he walked steadfastly before the Lord his God.

Ahaz

· Wicked reign of Ahaz (II Kings 16:1-9, II Chronicles 28)

· Ahaz orders construction of foreign altar & offers sacrifices on it (II Kings 16:10-16)

· Ahaz spoils the temple (II Kings 16:17-20)

· Key verse: II Chronicles 28:24-25

He shut the doors of the Lord’s temple and set up altars at every street corner in Jerusalem. In every town in Judah he built high places to burn sacrifices to other gods and provoked the Lord, the God of his fathers, to anger.

Page 1 of 4

