SCA Bible Study: The Divided Nation
 Part V
 Lesson #19

Lesson 19 Divided Nation Part V: Judah on the south (Hezekiah to Josiah)

Bible Reference: II Kings 18 – 25; II Chronicles 29 – 35

I. Preface
This week, we continue to focus on the kings of Judah: Hezekiah, Manasseh, Amon, and Josiah. We see that Judah’s disobedience has kindled God’s wrath. Despite His wrath, if the king of the time honored God, He would still keep His nation and even sent prosperity. However, once the people turned from Him, He would remember their sins and send destruction. Eventually, their sins were so great that God cast them out from His presence (2 Kings 24:20). This lesson reminds us that while God is just, we should not take advantage of His grace and compassion.

II. Application
In Numbers 21:5-9, Moses was instructed by God to create a bronze serpent to save the Israelites who had been bitten by venomous serpents. God sent these serpents after they accused God and Moses of bringing them out of Egypt to die in the wilderness. In 2 Kings 18:4, Hezekiah breaks this bronze serpent.

1. Is there anything inherently wrong with Moses’ bronze serpent? Didn’t God tell Moses to create it?

2. Why did Hezekiah have to break the bronze serpent?

3. Do we have similar problems in our life where we worship the effect of God rather than God Himself? If yes, why do we do this?

In 2 Chronicles 30:5-10, King Hezekiah circulates a decree to all of Israel and Judah asking the people to come to Jerusalem and celebrate the Passover. In his letter, he pleads with the people to repent and yield to the Lord.

1. In vs. 10, it says that some people in the northern tribes laughed at Hezekiah’s message and mocked Hezekiah’s couriers. Do you think that Hezekiah anticipated this reaction?

2. King Hezekiah took a bold stance. Why was Hezekiah willing to risk losing the support of some of his own people in order to celebrate the Passover?

3. When faced with a situation where you have to take a stand for Christ, do you think more of maintaining a good reputation or pleasing God? Can you think of any examples in your life where you chose to honor God over your own reputation?

Hezekiah falls mortally ill (2 Kings 20:1-11, 2 Chronicles 32:24) and Isaiah informs him that he will not recover. Hezekiah pleads with God who then extends his life for 15 years. Hezekiah, however, does not take advantage of these 15 years, but lived in pride.

1. What was the consequence of the extension of Hezekiah’s life?

2. Why did God extend Hezekiah’s years in life if he wasn’t going to make anything out of it?

3. Have you ever tried to “twist God’s arm” into doing your heart’s desire? What was the consequence?

King Josiah was one that did right in the sight of the Lord. While repairing the temple, the book of the Law is found and read in the presence of the King. (2 Kings 22:8 – 10)

1. Why did King Josiah tear his clothes after hearing the words of the book of the Law?

2. What is the function of the Law? Who can measure up to God’s law?

3. What is the New Testament equivalent of the law being read to us? What is our reaction to this “reading”?

Despite being warned by Pharaoh Neco, Josiah decides to fight in a battle he has no part in. 

1. Why did Josiah not listen to Pharaoh Neco even though Neco claimed that God had told him so?

2. Josiah seemed so zealous for God; how/why did he choose to walk a path that God did not appoint for him? Did he not realize that this was not God’s will for him?

3. Give an example of a time where you fought a battle that was not your own. What was your motivation behind doing so? What was the result?

III. Outline

King Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:1 – 20:21)

· Cleansing of the temple; celebrated the Passover

· Removed high places and broke sacred pillars; broke Moses’ bronze serpent (Num 21:8, 9)

· A time of abundance (2 Chron 31:10)

· Assyria attacks the cities of Judah and taunts God

· Angel of the Lord kills 185,000 Assyrians and King Sennacherib returns to Nineveh and is killed while worshipping his god.

· Hezekiah becomes mortally ill and begs God for his life (to which God gives him 15 more years)

· Hezekiah asks for proof from God that he is healed, so the sundial goes backwards by 10 degrees

· Hezekiah shows the princes of Babylon all his riches. Isaiah declares God’s judgment on Hezekiah: all will be brought to Babylon: riches and his sons, but Hezekiah disregards this since it is not within his lifetime.

King Manasseh (2 Kings 21:1 – 18, 2 Chronicles 33:1-20)

· He did evil in the sight of the Lord; seduced the nation to idols

· Rebuilt the altars his father tore down; built altars for the hosts of heaven in the house of the Lord

· Lord declares judgment on Judah and Manasseh is taken captive to Babylon. He then humbles himself before the Lord who then led him back to Jerusalem. He turned back to the Lord and made some reforms. The people worshipped God, but did so in the high places.

King Amon (2 Kings 21:19 – 26)

· Did evil in the sight of the Lord, killed by his own people

King Josiah (2 Kings 22:1 – 23:30)

· Repaired the house of the Lord

· Josiah’s reforms: killed idolatrous priests, removed idols from God’s house and elsewhere and burned them. Broke down altars and high places.

· Burned bones on altars, but left the grave of a prophet of God (from Samaria) alone

· Found the book of the Law and once the law is read, Josiah tears his clothes when he realizes they are in sin; covenant to keep God’s Word is renewed

· Passover is celebrated: over 40,000 offerings (2 Chron 35:7-9)

· Josiah dies in battle with Pharaoh Neco
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