SCA Bible Study: History

 Lesson #20

Lesson 20: The fall of the Kingdom of Judah: Jehoiakim, Zedekiah

Bible Reference: II Kings 24-25, II Chr 36, Jer 1, 39, 52, Lam 1-4

I. Preface

This week, we conclude the fall of the Kingdom of Judah with the following rulers: Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, Zedekiah and Gedaliah. It was a dark time where people were unrepentant despite repeated warnings from the messengers of God. Their hardened hearts brought them to destruction. We must ensure that our heart is sensitive to God’s Word and our will is ready to comply.

II. Application  

God’s Promise of Blessings and Warning of Curses

· The people forsook God and deliberately chose their own sinful ways. God was compassionate and sent them many warnings. Unfortunately, their hearts were hardened. Although God is compassionate, he is also just and a jealous God.

· Deut. 27-28 – Blessings and curses on Mount Gerizim and Ebal.

· 1 Sam 12 – Samuel counsels the new King Saul and his nation to fear and serve God (especially vs. 24-25).

· 1 Kings 9:6-9, 10:23-29 – God speaks a promise and a curse to Solomon

1. Review these blessings and curses.  What are some common themes in these blessings and curses?

2. Think back on the kings of Judah and Israel.  How did they do?

3. Why did the people choose their own way?  Are there any common problems or obstacles that the Israelites faced that led them to sin?

4. Have you heard God’s voice in your life and chosen not to heed it? What was your reason? What was the end result?

5. How can you deal with your reasons in question #4?

Barrenness

· The elaborate temple that Solomon built for God was raided multiple times and burnt. It was left in a desolate, miserable state and the religious leaders were executed.

1. How could God allow His dwelling place and His servants to be insulted by the Gentiles?

2. We are told that our bodies are the temple of God (1 Corinthians 6:19). What is the state of your temple? Has it been broken down and defiled by things that are not from God? What are some examples of these that we should look out for?

God’s Mercy

· Lamentations describes in detail the destruction of Jerusalem.  But even in His judgment, we can see God’s mercy.  

1. Read Jeremiah 29:10-14

2. Did the Israelites do anything to deserve this promise of redemption?  What is the basis of God’s mercy?

3. When we are in the midst of difficult times, is it difficult to see God’s purpose in what is happening?

Steadfastly speaking God’s Word

· Jeremiah had the tough job of bringing God’s Word to a corrupt nation. He faced much opposition in light of the many false prophets that spoke whatever pleased the people. Despite the opposition, Jeremiah delivered God’s message to His people.

1. What was Jeremiah’s message to Judah? (Jeremiah 1)  How is this similar to our message?

2. Has God ever asked you to speak something that you knew the other party did not want to hear? Please share from your personal experiences.

3. Did you speak God’s word in its entirety or did you cut it short? Are you ashamed of God’s Word?

Inner Strength despite External Pressure

· It seemed as if the whole world had turned against Jeremiah. Not only were his words rejected, he was thrown into prison. Despite it all, he remained on the Lord’s side until the end.

1. Have you ever taken a bold stance that is contrary to that which is popular? Give some examples.

2. What was the reaction to your position? What is your response to rejection?

3. How was Jeremiah able to stand despite the strong opposition and a lack of public support?

III. Outline

King Jehoahaz (2 Chronicles 36:1-3, 2 Kings 23:31 – 34)

· Did evil in the sight of God
· Only reigned 3 months before he was imprisoned by Pharaoh Neco who then appointed Jehoiakim as King
King Jehoiakim (2 Chronicles 36:4-8, 2 Kings 23:34 – 24:6)

· Did evil in the sight of the Lord

· Was taken over by Nebuchadnezzar and served him for 3 years before rebelling

· After rebelling, God sent many armies against Judah

· God used Jeremiah to create a scroll that warned His People of the upcoming calamities (Jer. 36).

· King Jehoiakim was unrepentant; not only did he burn the scroll, he also ordered the arrest of Jeremiah

King Jehoiachin (2 Kings 24:8 – 16, 2 Chronicles 36:8 - 10)

· Did evil in the sight of the Lord

· Nebuchadnezzar came (to Jerusalem) and took him and many talented men into exile and carried away all the treasures of the house of the Lord. (Some items had to be cut up so that they could be transported)

· Released later on and ate in the presence of the king for the rest of his life (2 Kings 25:27 – 30)

King Zedekiah (2 Chronicles 36:11-21, 2 Kings 24:17 – 25:21)

· Uncle of Jehoaichin, appointed by Nebuchadnezzar

· Did evil in the sight of the Lord

· Rebelled against the king of Babylon (although Nebuchadnezzar made him swear allegiance by God). Nebuchadnezzar came out to siege Jerusalem yet again.

· Did not humble himself before Jeremiah, who spoke for the Lord (36:12).  Not only was Zedekiah unfaithful, the priests and the people were also unfaithful and followed all the abominations of the nations.

· Consequence: lost the war, watched his sons died then had his eyes gouged out and was put in bronze shackles and brought back to Babylon

· Lost the war

· Zedekiah’s sons were killed before his eyes before they put out his eyes.

· Zedekiah was bound in bronze shackles and brought back to Babylon where he was imprisoned to the day of his death

· The house of the Lord and all the houses in Jerusalem were burnt

· The temple was raided

· All the leaders (both political and religious) were executed

· Everyone was brought into exile except the poorest.

Governor Gedaliah  (2 Kings 25:22 – 26)
· Gedaliah is appointed as governor, but is killed by the people of the land who then flee to Egypt

· Tried to persuade the people to serve the King of Babylon in order to have peace

· Ishmael, part of the royal family, came and killed Gedaliah and all that were with him

· In fear of the Babylonians, the remaining Israelites moved to Egypt.

Jeremiah

· Overview: Jeremiah brought the words of the Lord to the people from the days of Josiah until the end of Zedekiah’s reign. Unfortunately, no one listened to him and he was thrown in prison. God, however, preserves him even after Jerusalem’s siege. King Nebuchadnezzar frees Jeremiah and allows him to dwell among his people.
· Jeremiah’s calling (Jeremiah 1)
· Prophecy against Judah (Jeremiah 1:11-19)
· Fall of Jerusalem (Jeremiah 39, 52)
Lamentations

· Desolation of Jerusalem (Lamentations 1, 4)
· God’s anger towards Israel (Lamentations 2)
· Jeremiah’s suffering (Lamentations 3:1-18)
· God’s mercy (Lamentations 3:19-66)
· Appeal for mercy (lamentations 5)
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