SCA Bible Study:  History

Lesson #21


Lesson 21: Life in Exile: Esther the Queen

Bible Reference:  Esther 1–10, Psalm 137, Daniel 1, 9:1-20

I.  Preface

The book of Esther takes place after the return of the Jewish remnant to Jerusalem under Zerubabbel.  It records the history of the Jewish people who did not respond to God’s call to return.  Nonetheless, we can see God’s sovereignty in all situations and His compassion towards His people.

Historical background:

Xerxes (NIV) / Ahasuerus (NAS) – Persian King Xerxes I (485 – 465 BC)

· Feast in Esther 1 was to plan the upcoming disastrous invasion of Greece. (482 – 479 BC)

· Esther’s appointment as queen (Esther 2:16-18) was when Xerxes came back from Greece.

II.  Application

God’s Unseen Sovereignty

· Esther is unique in that it is the only book of the Bible in which “God” is not explicitly mentioned.  But while God is not mentioned, we can see His hand at work.

1. Review the major events in Esther.  For God’s people to be saved, a series of events had to take place.  In what ways can we see God working to save His people?

2. How has God similarly worked in a step-wise fashion to accomplish His will in your life?

Spiritual Warfare

· Throughout the book of Esther, there is a running feud between Mordecai and Haman.  

3. Read Esther 3:4, 3:10, 5:13, 6:13, 8:1.  Does this conflict sound like a personal issue between 2 men, or is there something greater at work?

4. Was it lawful for a Jew to pay homage to a rulers or officials?  (Exodus 20:4-5, Gen 23:7, Romans 13:1-7)

5. If there’s something greater at work, and if its okay for Jews to pay homage to rulers / officials, then what is the source of this conflict?  What is the ancestry of Haman?  (1 Samuel 15:8, Exodus 17:8-16)

6. In our personal struggles, is there always something greater at work (i.e. spiritual warfare)?  How can we tell?  How do we respond?  (Ephesians 6:10-12)

Mordecai vs. Haman

· Mordecai did not bow down to Haman because he was not willing to bow to God’s enemy, an Amalekite.  The result was the potential destruction of all the Jews in the kingdom.

7. Seeing how it isn’t wrong to submit to authorities, and in view of the potential danger, should Mordecai have bowed to Haman?  Why or why not?

8. Situational question: You’re in Germany during WWII, and you’re hiding some Jews, and the Nazis come to your door and ask if you’re hiding someone.

· If we tell the truth, the Jews most likely will die.  Common sense tells us to lie, considering the potential danger.

· But we know the right answer – we shouldn’t lie.

· What do we do?

· Read Matthew 19:26; 1 Corinthians 1:26-31

9. How can we practically rely on God in situations where “common sense” tells us to do otherwise?

Preparation for Service

· Esther had to do a lot of things to prepare her for God’s work in her life.  But the methods she used seem to differ from what we see in Daniel’s life.

10. List all the steps required for Esther to become queen.  Compare this with Daniel (Daniel 1).  Why the difference?  

11. Why did Esther hide her identity?  Compare to Daniel (Daniel 6)

12. Would it have been better if Esther refused the special food, and if she was open about her identity / faith?

13. Are there multiple paths to do God’s will?  Is there one that’s better than the other?

14. How can we practically discern if our will is aligned with God’s perfect will?  (Romans 12:1-2)
III.  Outline

The King’s Banquets (Esther 1:1–22)

· King Xerxes gave a banquet and displayed all his wealth and splendor for 180 days.

· Afterwards, he gave another banquet lasting seven days.  Queen Vashti gave a banquet for the women in the palace.

· The king summoned the queen to his banquet in order to display her beauty, but she refused to go.

· After consulting with his advisers, the king deposed Queen Vashti.

Esther Is Crowned Queen (2:1–20)

· A search was made for someone to replace Queen Vashti.  Esther was among the young women brought to the king’s palace to receive beauty treatments.

· Mordecai, Esther’s cousin, instructed Esther not to reveal her family background, and she obeyed.

· Esther won the king’s favor and was made queen.

Mordecai Saves the King (vv. 21–23)

· Mordecai discovered a plot to assassinate the king, and he told Esther, who then told the king.  Those plotting the assassination were hanged.

Haman Aims to Annihilate the Jews (3:1–15)

· Haman was promoted above all the other nobles.  All the king’s servants at the king’s gate bowed to Haman except Mordecai.

· Filled with rage at Mordecai’s refusal to bow to him, Haman plotted to kill not only Mordecai but all the Jews as well.

· A decree was written specifying a particular month and day when all the Jews were to be killed.

Mordecai Exhorts Esther to Help (4:1–17)

· There was great mourning among the Jews when they learned of the decree.

· Mordecai told Esther what had happened and asked her to go to the king to plead for her people.  At first, Esther replied that according to the law, she could be put to death by going to see the king without an invitation.  After more persuasion from Mordecai, she agreed to risk her life for the sake of her people.  She asks Mordecai to tell all the Jews in Susa to fast for her for three days and said that she and her maids would do the same.

Esther Enters the Inner Court (5:1–8)

· Esther went to the palace to see the king.  She obtained his favor and was allowed to enter.  She invited the king and Haman to a banquet that day.  At the banquet, she asked for the king and Haman to attend another banquet the following day.

Mordecai’s Manners Make Haman Mad (vv. 9–14)

· Haman left the banquet in high spirits, but when he saw Mordecai and how he paid him no respect, his joy quickly turned to anger.  He went home and boasted to his wife and his friends about all he had and about his advancement in the kingdom.  He also told them about Mordecai, and they suggested that he have a gallows built to hang Mordecai.

Haman Must Honor Mordecai (6:1–14)

· That night, the king discovered that Mordecai had exposed a plot to kill him and asked Haman what he should do to honor someone.  Haman gave his recommendations, thinking the king wanted to honor him.  The king commanded Haman to do for Mordecai exactly what he had suggested.

· After carrying out the king’s command, Haman went home and told his wife and friends what had happened.  His wife told him that he could not prevail against Mordecai.

Haman Becomes Hangman (7:1–10)

· At the banquet the next day, Esther exposed Haman’s plot to destroy the Jews.

· Harbonah, one of the eunuchs, told the king about the gallows Haman had made for Mordecai.  The king commanded that Haman be hanged on it. 

New Decree Delights the Jews (8:1–17)

· Esther pleaded with the king to put an end to Haman’s plot.

· The king allowed Esther and Mordecai to write another decree to overrule what Haman had written.

· When the new decree was issued allowing the Jews to assemble and protect themselves, Jews everywhere celebrated.

The Jews Eradicate Their Enemies (9:1–17)

· On the appointed day, the Jews killed their enemies.

· Esther asked the king to allow the Jews in Susa to carry out the decree again the next day and that Haman’s ten sons should be hanged.

· After killing all their enemies, the Jews did not lay a hand on the plunder.

A Celebration of Commemoration Is Established (vv. 18–32)

· The Jews celebrated their victory with feasting and joy.

· Mordecai and Esther sent letters to proclaim that these two days should be celebrated every year to remember their victory over their enemies.

Mordecai Is Held in High Esteem (10:1–3)

· Mordecai is mentioned as being second in rank to King Xerxes.  He was held in high esteem by his people because of what he did for them.
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