SCA Bible Study: History

 Lesson #23

Lesson 23: The return and rebuilding of Jerusalem

Bible Reference: Nehemiah 1-13

I. Preface  

Nehemiah is the last of the historic books of the Bible, chronologically speaking.  It is also the beginning of God’s special dealing with the city and people of Jerusalem.  It describes the 3rd group of people to return to Jerusalem from Babylon.  Recovery of the House, the Priesthood and the Testimony is proclaimed by this book.  May we also have the same vision and concern for recovery as Nehemiah; the same desire to rebuild inward separation for God together with all of our brothers and sisters.  May all brothers and sisters not only resist the enemy together, but be revived in our first love towards God.

II. Application  

1) Nehemiah the cupbearer: Nehemiah means “the comfort of Jehovah”.  He was a cupbearer to the king, living in comfort and luxury in the palace, yet his heart was with those living in Jerusalem.  When he first heard the news of those living in great distress and reproach, he wept, mourned, fasted and prayed for days before the God of Heaven.  Before taking any action or saying anything to anyone, Nehemiah had already spent 5-6 months praying (he received the news of Jerusalem in November or December and the incident of King Artaxerxes questioning his sadness was in March or April).  When we hear news of our brothers and sisters having a hard time standing for the name of God on earth, we also need to learn to have the same heart and attitude as Nehemiah.  Everything he did as the governor was due to the fear of God.

( 
What are some of your experiences with persevering in prayer?

( 
What are some difficulties you’ve encountered?  What was the result?

2) 
The unwalled city/Church: One of the reasons why life was so difficult in Jerusalem was because the walls were broken and in ruin, making it easy for the enemy to enter.  Rules and regulations cannot build the wall of separation in us to make us different from the world.  Jesus prayed for us in John 17 that we may be in the world, but not of the world.  

(
Who were the people who built the wall?  What does that mean for our participation in building the wall today as the NT Church?  God notices the Tekoites in 3:5 – why?

(
How did the people overcome their enemies while rebuilding the walls?  (Hint: they did at least 3 things!)

(
How is the Lord helping you rebuild your inner wall of separation in your daily life?

3) 
Renewing of first love & strengthening of city life:  After the wall was built, the people listened to Ezra read from the law of Moses.  Their response after understanding what they heard and realizing their sins, was to make a covenant with God to serve Him and give their firstfruits back to Him.  They voluntarily offered to each pay a third of a shekal for the service of the House of God and to supply wood to burn on the altar.  The people blessed those who volunteered to live in Jerusalem (the leaders lived in Jerusalem, however the rest of the people lived in other cities).  This was not only a revival of first love, but also brothers and sisters coming together to become one testimony, living under one divine government.  Corporate life was strengthened, as also today we also need to spiritually live closer to one another.


( 
What was the feast they celebrated after hearing the law of Moses?


(
Even after dedicating the wall and restoring city life, what other specific things did Nehemiah need to do to hold fast to God’s commandments?

( 
What are some practical ways we can strengthen the church and grow together spiritually?

III. Outline  
Nehemiah’s Grief for the Exiles & His Request (Ch. 1-2)

· Nehemiah receives news of the Jews in Jerusalem, mourns, fasts and prays for his people.

· Nehemiah’s prayer is answered when King Artaxerxes allows him to return to Jerusalem with timber, officers of the army and horsemen.

· He inspects the wall at night and calls the people to rebuild.

· Tobiah and Sanballat begin to trouble Nehemiah and the people

Builders of the Walls & Resistance from the Enemy (Ch. 3-6)

· Builders of each section listed/recorded

· Sanballat ridicules the people, the enemy gathers together to fight against Jerusalem
· The people pray & set up guards day and night
· The people are afraid – come to Nehemiah 10 times (see 4:12)
· Work continues with the people always on guard
· Resistance comes from within: rulers and officers deal harshly with the people, exacting usury
· Prophets & prophetesses were bribed to accuse Nehemiah
· Work not only continues, but is completed!
Census of 1st Returned Exiles & Count of the Assembly (Ch. 7)
· Gatekeepers, singers, Levites and commander of the fortress appointed
· Nehemiah assembles all the nobles, officials and the people to be enrolled by genealogies
Ezra Reads the Law, Feasting and Repentance (Ch. 8-9)

· Ezra reads the law in the presence of all the people, from morning to midday, with the people worshipping God and the Levites giving interpretation

· The people begin to weep because they understood how they had sinned against God

· Nehemiah & the Levites instruct and calm the people, telling them to treat the day as holy

· The next day they celebrated the Feast of Booths

· The law is again read and the people repent; the Levites lead the people in worship, recounting God’s leading of the nation, resulting in the making of a covenant with God

Covenant Signed and Detailed (Ch. 10)

· Signers of the document listed

· Obligations of the covenant detailed

· The people desired to do more than what was listed on the covenant, by contributing yearly a third of a shekal for the service of God’s house and casted lots to determine the order of supplying wood for the altar of the Lord

Listing of Those who Lived in Jerusalem & Dedication of the Wall (Ch. 11-12)

· The leaders & heads of provinces were listed and lived in Jerusalem, other people moved back in by casting lots and some moved voluntarily

· The priests and Levites who returned to Jerusalem with Zerubbabel listed

· Chief Levites registered

· All the Levites gathered for the dedication of the wall

· Joyous celebration and worship of ALL the people

Nehemiah Purifies the People (Ch. 13)

· Foreigners excluded from the assembly of God

· Tobiah expelled from the temple

· Tithes restored back to the Levites

· Merchants prohibited from selling & trading on the Sabbath

· Mixed marriages forbidden 
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