SCA Bible Study: History

 Lesson #24

Lesson 24: History: Summary: from Adam to return from captivity

Bible Reference: 1 Chronicles 1-9

I. Preface  

We have spent the past couple of months studying the History of the Israelites. We’ve seen God’s sovereign plan worked through powerful individuals like Samson, King Saul, King David, and King Solomon. We have also seen God work mightily through other individuals, like Ruth, who may not have seemed like likely candidates to be written down in the history books, but because of their obedience to God, God was glorified through their lives. 


The history of the Israelites through the books we have studied in this section can be broken down into the following table:

	Book of the Bible
	Israelites’ relationship with God

	Joshua
	God is their King

	Judges
	Israelites have no king

	I & II Samuel
	Israelites want a man as their king, David- a man after God’s own heart

	I & II Kings

I & II Chronicles
	Man kings, some who exalt God and others who worship idols



In Numbers, we see the Israelites become a nation of twelve tribes. God caused them to form an army before allowing them to enter Canaan, the promise land. As an application to our lives, we see that the nation of Israel can be viewed as a shadow for the present-day Church. 


All in all, through the ups and downs the Israelites went through in these hundreds of years of history, we see God behind every event. Not only do we see God working, but we see that He had everything planned out from the very beginning of time.

II. Application  

Our Steadfast, Faithful God

· Throughout these chapters we can see how God has been faithful. Beginning with Adam, God knew each and every individual who was to be born after him. He planned for the twelve sons of Jacob to from the tribes of the Israelites. He planned for them to be held captive in both Egypt and Babylon, and to later be set free. We know that these were all a part of God’s plans from the beginning, because he spoke through the prophets concerning what would happen in the near future. In our lives, we need to holdfast in to the Lord, knowing He has a plan and purpose for every thing in our lives, and will deliver on what He has promised us.

1. Why would God allow the Israelites to be held as slaves in Egypt and in Babylon? (1 Chron. 9:1)

2. List some promises God made that were fulfilled throughout the Israelite’s history from Adam to the return from captivity.

3. Think about your future. Where do you want to be in 1 year, 5 years, and 10 years? How much time do you spend worrying about your future? How much time do you think you should be spending worrying about your future?

4. Can you think of any verses where God promises us that He will take care of us, and that we should not worry? List the verses.  

Righteous God

· We see through the Israelites that God is a righteous God, and that He is just. In this past year of studying the Old Testament, we have seen God’s righteousness over and over again. He is a loving God, but He will not and cannot tolerate sinfulness. 

1. Why did the Levites become priests? How were they any different than the other tribes of Israel? (1 Chron. 6)

2. Can you think of some events from our previous studies where God’s righteousness and zero tolerance for sin are evident? Find the references in the Bible.

3. How does God display his righteousness in the Old Testament versus in the New Testament?

Israel’s redemption

· In the past few months, we have seen how Israel sinned against God repeated, despite having numerous warnings.   

1. What was the one sin that repeatedly occurred?

2. What were some reasons why this particular sin was not completely removed from their midst?

3. After their captivity in Babylon, did the Israelites continue to have a problem with this sin?

4. Has there been a nagging sin in your life that required a drastic action by God to remove?

III. Outline

1 Chronicles 1

· Genealogy from Adam to Abraham (vs. 1-27)

· Descendants of Abraham (vs. 28-54)

1 Chronicles 2

· Genealogy of the tribes of Israel

1 Chronicles 3

· Sons of David

1 Chronicles 4

· Sons of Judah (vs. 1-23)

· A standout: Jabez, a praying man. (vs. 9-10)

· Sons of Simeon (vs. 24-43)

1 Chronicles 5

· Sons of Reuben and Gad

1 Chronicles 6

· Sons of Levi (the priestly line)

1 Chronicles 7

· Sons of Issachar (vs. 1-13)

· Sons of Manasseh (vs. 14-29)

· Sons of Asher (vs. 30-40)

· (Tribes of Dan and Zebulun are omitted from the Bible.)

1 Chronicles 8

· Sons of Benjamin

1 Chronicles 9

· This chapter expresses that one end of recording all these genealogies was to direct the Jews, when they returned out of captivity, with whom to unite, and where to reside. Every one knew his charge. Work is likely to be done well when every one knows the duty of his place, and makes a business of it. God is the God of order.
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