SCA Bible Study: History

 Lesson #07

Lesson 07: History: King Saul: To Obey is Better than Sacrifice

Bible Reference: I Samuel 9-15, 28, 31 & I Chronicles 10

I. Preface  
When Saul was chosen as the King of Israel, we find he was a good man.  Saul was humble and merciful, and he was even moved by God’s Spirit.  Saul wasn’t a bad king either; he led Israel in victory over their enemies.  But Saul was a man of flesh and as such he was not able to obey God wholly.  At critical moments in his life, Saul acted in his own ways instead of God’s way.  There were good intentions in Saul, but good intentions through flesh can never reach God’s goal.  In the end Saul lost the kingdom, then his kingship and then finally rejected by God.  How sad it was to read that God was grieved because of Saul.  This is a reminder for us that we cannot be fleshly Christians.  “It is better to obey than to sacrifice” also applies to us today.

II. Application  

Israel Chooses a King

· Up to this point, Israel had always been without a king, always relying on judges and prophets to lead the nation.  But in 1 Sam 8, Israel demands a king.  

1. Why did Israel want a king?

2. Why was God displeased with this demand?

3. In 1 Sam 8:10-18, Samuel warns Israel concerning what having a king will be like.  Even though we see all these negative aspects, why did God still allow Israel to have their king?  

Patience in God’s timing

· In 1 Samuel 13, Saul waits seven days for Samuel (according to the time set by Samuel), and when Samuel fails to arrive, Saul offers up sacrifices.  This seemed necessary as Saul’s army was dwindling quickly just as the battle was approaching.

1. Wasn’t Saul’s intention good?  What was wrong with Saul offering the sacrifice?

2. Wasn’t this the prudent action, seeing that the people were scattering?

3. How can we ensure that our good intentions are in accordance with God’s commands?

4. Have you ever waited for the Lord to respond?  Was it easy?  Was it hard?  Why is it so important to learn to wait for the Lord in our Christian walk?  How could we be patient before the Lord?

Partial Obedience

· In 1 Sam 15, God orders justice to be met out on the Amalekites by utterly destroying every person and animal.  Saul completes the task, for the most part.  He utterly destroyed all the people, but saved some livestock for sacrifices.

1. Should Saul receive partial credit for obeying 90% of God’s command?  Isn’t 90% obedient still mostly good?

2. It seems apparent from this passage that God requires complete and total obedience.  Why was God so displeased with Saul’s partial obedience?  

3. What does the phrase “to obey is better than sacrifice” mean to you?

4. What things in our lives have we mostly given to God, but held back a small part?  Why do we hold back?  Why is it difficult to completely submit our will to God?

Saul’s Methods

· Saul seems like he tries to do the right thing, but always manages to strike out.  He offers sacrifices, but he should have waited for Samuel.  He wipes out the Amalekites, but not completely.  He seeks God’s will (1 Samuel 28), but uses a medium.  In these three cases, Saul uses his own methods to accomplish God’s will

1. What is wrong with trying to do God’s will by our own methods?

2. How are we supposed to do God’s will?  (John 14:16-17, 26)

3. Is there a real, tangible difference between the two?  How do we know the difference?  Can good come about from using our own ways in doing God’s will?

III. Outline  
Saul Anointed as King (I Sam 9 & 10)

· Saul went out looking for his father’s donkey.  When he could not find the donkey, his servant suggested that they seek the man of God. (9:1-10)

· The day after a feast, Samuel anointed Saul as ruler over Israel.

· Samuel anointed Saul as the ruler and prophesized about 3 upcoming events.  All three signs came about. (10:1-16)

· Samuel rebuked the people for wanting a king.  Saul was chosen as king. (10:17-24)

· Samuel explained the regulations concerning kingship to the people and then dismissed them. (10:25-27)

Saul Confirmed as King (I Sam 11)
· Ammonite attacks the city of Jabesh-gilead; the elders of Jabesh sent out messengers to the rest of Israel to seek help. (11:1-4)

· Saul heard the news and sent messages throughout Israel.  The fear of the LORD came upon the people, and they came out as one man (11:5-8)

· Saul attacked the Ammonites and defeated them. (11:9-11)

· Saul confirmed as King at Gilgal by the people. (11:12-15)

Samuel’s Farewell Speech (I Sam 12)

· See History Lesson #6.

Saul Offered His Own Sacrifice (I Sam 13:1-15)

· Saul became king at age 30 and ruled Israel 42 years. (13:1)

· People again were summoned to Gilgal to fight the Philistines.  The Philistines came with a great army to fight Israel.  Israelites were very frightened (13:2-7)

· Saul waited for Samuel seven days and when Samuel did not show up, Saul offered the burnt offering.  Samuel showed up afterward and asked Saul what he had done.  (13:8-12)

· Samuel scolded Saul for what he had done and told him his kingdom will not last because he did not keep God’s command. (13:13-15)


Key Verses: I Sam 13:10-14

Israel Battles with the Philistines (I Sam 13:16-14:52)

· Israel did not have any blacksmiths at that time, so the people did not have any swords or spears to battle the Philistines. (13:16-22)

· Jonathan went alone with his armor-bearer and attacked a Philistine outpost.  Saul did not know.  Jonathan was victorious. (13:23-14:14)

· The Lord rescued the Israelites. (14:15-23)

· Saul bound the people to an oath of not eating until they defeated their enemies.  Jonathan did not know his father had bound the people to an oath and ate some honey.  (14:24-31)

· After the victory, the people ate the spoil with the blood still in it.  Saul saw this and built an altar there to slaughter and eat. (14:31-35)

· Saul wanted to attack the Philistines at night but when he inquired of the Lord, God did not answer.  So he cast lots to see who had sinned and Jonathan was chosen. (14:26-42)

· Jonathan told Saul he ate some honey.  Saul wanted to kill Jonathan but the people did not allow Saul to do this. (14:43-45)

· Saul’s record of accomplishment and his family. (14:36-52)

Saul Rejected by God (I Sam 15)

· Saul commanded to utterly destroy the Amalekites.

· Saul partially obeys, sparing the king and the choice things. 

· God rejected Saul as king.

· Samuel killed Agag and then went home mourning for Saul. (15:32-35)


Key Verses: I Sam 15:9-11, 15-23

Saul and the Medium (I Sam 28)

· Samuel passed away and Israel fought against the Philistines. (28:1-3)

· Saul inquired of the Lord concerning the battle, but God did not answer.  Saul sought the advice of a medium (28:3-8)

· The medium brought up Samuel as Saul requested.  Saul asked Samuel concerning his fate and Samuel told him that he would die and his kingdom would be lost because of his disobedience. (28:9-19)

Death of Saul (I Sam 31 & I Chr 10)

· Israelites fled before the Philistines in battle.  Saul’s sons were killed; then Saul kills himself. (I Sam 31:1-7, I Chr 10:1-7))

· Philistines put Saul’s body on the wall to celebrate his death. (I Sam 31:8-10, I Chr 10:8-10)

· Valiant men of Jabesh-Gilead went and took Saul’s body back to be buried. (I Sam 31:11-13, I Chr 10:11-12)

· Reason that Saul died. (I Chr 10:13-14)
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