SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus

Lesson #1


I. Bible References

Matthew 1:18–25a

Luke 1:1–56

John 1:1–5, 9–14, 16–18

II. Preface

As we begin reading about the life of Jesus through the four Gospels, we see different characteristics of Christ in each Gospel:


Matthew:  Christ as our King


Mark:  Christ as God’s Servant


Luke:  Christ as the Son of Man


John:  Christ as the Son of God


The Gospel of Luke is introduced to us this week.  Although Luke wasn’t an eyewitness to the accounts he writes of, he extensively investigated the life of Jesus.  Known as the Gospel that shows Jesus Christ as a man, Luke reveals to us Jesus as the perfect man.


This week, we see the hand of God in the preparation for the birth of Jesus.  Angels of the Lord reveal themselves to Joseph, Mary, and Zechariah.  We should specifically pay attention to the responses that each has to the revelation of the Lord.

III. Outline

A. Preface by Luke (Luke 1:1–4)
· Luke writes an account of the life of Jesus to Theophilus to confirm all that he has been taught.

1. In what ways does the word of God lead us into a deeper knowledge of the Jesus in whom we believe?  Example?

B. Word Becomes Flesh (John 1:1–5, 9–14, 16–18)
· The Word, who existed from the beginning, through whom all things are made, became flesh and lived among men.

2. Who is the Word?  List all the things that the Word is or has done.

3. Contrast what the Word is and has done to the world’s reaction to it.  Why does the darkness not understand it (v. 5) and the world not recognize Him (v. 10)?

4. Why did the Word become flesh?

5. How can we practically come to a more full understanding of the Word?

C. Angel Appears to Zechariah (Luke 1:5–25)
· The angel Gabriel appears to Zechariah telling him that his barren wife will bear a child who will do great things; however, due to his unbelief, Gabriel mutes him until the day his son is born.

6. What was the purpose of silencing Zechariah?

7. Why did God/Gabriel so quickly punish Zechariah for a seemingly innocent question (v. 18)?

8. How have you responded to the Lord’s revelation?  What would be the correct attitude to have when we receive a revelation from God?

D. Angel Appears to Mary (Matthew 1:18; Luke 1:26–38)
· The birth of Jesus is foretold to Mary through an angel of the Lord.

9. Why did the Lord choose Mary?  What was different about her?

10. How did Mary respond to the calling of the Lord (v. 38)?  What can we learn from her response?

E. Mary Visits Elizabeth (Luke 1:39–56)
· When Mary visited Elizabeth, Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and the baby leaped in her womb.
11. The fellowship between these two women leads to the pouring out of the Holy Spirit.  How can we as a group fellowship in a way that brings the Holy Spirit into our midst?

F. Angel Appears to Joseph (Matthew 1:19–25a)
· An angel appears to Joseph in a dream and tells him that his Son, Jesus, is from the Holy Spirit.

12. Why did Joseph want to divorce Mary?

13. How did Joseph respond to the calling of the Lord (v. 24)?  What can we learn from his response?
14. What lessons did Joseph go through by obeying God’s calling?
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