SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus

Lesson #2


I. Bible References

Matthew 1:1–17, 25b; 2:1a

Luke 1:57–2:21; 3:23b–38

II. Preface

This week we look into the birth of John the Baptist and Jesus.  They are both examples of how great God’s work is.  The birth of Jesus shows the importance of His life.  He was born of man and came into this world in a manger.  He had humble beginnings but He lived a perfect and holy life all His days on earth, setting the perfect example for us and showing us that regardless of our beginnings or origin, we can become perfect children of God.

III. Outline

A. Birth of John the Baptist (Luke 1:57–66)
· Elizabeth gave birth to a son, whom they named John, and Zechariah’s mouth was opened.

1. Why were Elizabeth and Zechariah both so insistent on naming their son John?  Why was it only after Zechariah named his son John that his mouth was “opened”?

2. Zechariah had his “tongue loosed” after he believed what the angel had told him.  Thus a miraculous event happened after he trusted in the Lord’s work.  Have you ever experienced this yourself?  Have you ever trusted the Lord’s guidance in an event that seemed impossible?  What was the outcome?

3. The people who heard about the birth of John saw that his life was in the Lord’s hands.  Have there been any experiences or events in your life where the hand of the Lord was evident?  Have you ever seen the work of the Lord’s hand in other people’s lives?

B. Zechariah Prophesies (Luke 1:67–79)
· After the birth of his son, John, Zechariah was filled with the Spirit and prophesied about Jesus and John.

4. Who is Zechariah’s prophecy referring to when he mentions those who are “living in darkness and in the shadow of death” (v. 79)?

5. What are the two main sections of Zechariah’s prophecy (vv. 68-75 & vv. 76-77)? How does this apply to question 1?

6. Jesus came to earth “to enable us to serve him without fear” (v. 74b).  Are there times when you are still fearful even though Jesus has already come and fulfilled His purpose?  What can you do to prevent fear from stopping you from serving?

C. John the Baptist Grows Up (Luke 1:80)
· John the Baptist lived in the desert and “became strong in spirit.”

7. What does it mean to be “strong in spirit”?  Does it have anything to do with living in the desert?

D. Birth of Jesus Christ (Matthew 2:1a, Luke 2:1–7)
· Joseph and Mary went to Bethlehem to register for the census and Mary gave birth to a Son.

8. After Mary gave birth to her Son, where did they stay and where did He sleep?

9. What were the perceptions the Jewish people had of their Messiah, and how does this compare with the place where Jesus was born and the way His life began?

E. Angels Proclaim the Good News (Luke 2:8–14)
· After Jesus was born, an angel appeared to shepherds and told them the good news of His birth.  Then a whole host of angels proclaimed the good news.  The shepherds were the first ones to hear of Jesus’ birth.

10. 
F. Jesus Found by Shepherds (Luke 2:15–20)
· The shepherds hurried and found the baby Jesus exactly as it was spoken to them, and they praised and glorified God while spreading the good news to others.

1. Did the shepherds wait until daylight to go see the baby?  Do we show the same enthusiasm for the works of God and His good news?

2. The shepherds proclaimed the good news of what had been told them concerning Jesus.  Do we proclaim the good news to other people like the shepherds did?

G. The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus (Matthew 1:25b, Luke 2:21)
· The baby was circumcised on the eighth day according to the Jewish custom, and He was named Jesus.

H. Genealogy of Jesus (Matthew 1:1–17, Luke 3:23b–38)
· The genealogy of Jesus is traced back to King David, Boaz (Ruth), Jacob, Isaac, Abraham, Noah, Methuselah, Enoch, Seth, Adam, and therefore God.

11. What is the purpose of tracing the genealogy of Jesus back to Abraham?

12. What do King David, King Solomon, and Zerubbabel all have in common with Jesus?  How is this common trait also applied to us?
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