SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus

Lesson #3


I. Bible References

Matthew 2:1b–23

Luke 2:22–51

II. Preface

The passages in this lesson chronicle the early childhood of Jesus Christ.  Throughout Jesus’ childhood, God protected Him and delivered Him through the angels.  Many of these events were a direct fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies concerning the Christ.  As we study this section, let us consider the steadfastness of God’s word and His provision for those who trust in Him.

III. Outline

A. The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple (Luke 2:22–39a)
· After Jesus’ birth, He was brought to the temple to be circumcised.

1. Why was Jesus brought to the temple (vv. 22-24)?

2. Why was Simeon praising God (vv. 29-32)?

3. Share a personal experience where you submitted yourself to wait for God’s promise?  What was your reaction when God finally answered?

B. Eastern Wise Men Worship Jesus (Matthew 2:1b–12)
· When Magi from the east came to visit and worship Jesus, King Herod sought to kill Him, but his plan was thwarted when the Magi were given a divine warning in a dream.

4. What was to become of the Child the Magi were looking for (v. 2)?

5. Why did Herod want the Magi to look for the Child?

6. As with Herod’s example, how have we interfered with God’s work through our own personal ambitions?  As with the Magi’s example, how have we served the Lord by following His guidance?

C. Joseph and Family Flee to Egypt (Matthew 2:13–15)
· Joseph’s family flees to Egypt, fulfilling the word of God.

7. What was Joseph’s response to his dream?  If you had a similar dream, how would you react?

8. How can we be faithful to what God has spoken to us?

D. Herod Plots to Destroy the Child (Matthew 2:16–18)
· King Herod was furious that the wise men had outwitted him, so he ordered all the baby boys age two and under to be killed.

9. Why was Herod killing only boys age two and under?

10. What is the meaning of verse 18, “Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more”?  Can you find the reference for this?

E. Joseph and Family Return to Nazareth (Matthew 2:19–23; Luke 2:39b)
· After King Herod died, Joseph saw an angel in his dream and the Lord led him and his family to Nazareth, thus fulfilling the word of the Lord.

11. Where was Joseph’s family before Herod died?

12. Why did Joseph’s family return to Nazareth?

13. What is the significant of being from Nazareth?  Why is this important?

F. Jesus Grows Up (Luke 2:40)
· The Child grew and became strong; He was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon Him.

G. Jesus Visits Jerusalem for Passover (Luke 2:41–51)
· After a family trip to Jerusalem for the Passover, Jesus stayed behind (unknown to His parents) to talk to the teachers.

14. Where did Jesus’ parents find Him?

15. What did Jesus say to His parents when they found Him?  Why did He say that?

16. Does Jesus’ reply surprise you?  How have you prioritized your life to pursue God’s teaching and live according to His ways?
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