SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus

Lesson #4


I. Bible References

Matthew 3:1–12

Mark 1:1–8

Luke 3:1–3:18

John 1:6–8, 15

II. Preface

In this section, we see how Jesus grew up before His parents, all other men, as well as His heavenly Father.  We can learn to imitate His early years in our own young lives.  We also see in the life of John the Baptist how he lived out his testimony for the Lord, not only by his message but also through his lifestyle.  Lastly, we see from John’s message how we need to prepare our hearts for Christ and what Christ needs to do in our lives.

III. Outline

A. Word of God Comes upon John the Baptist (Luke 3:1–2)
· The word of God came upon John during the summer of 26 A.D. — prior to Jesus coming out to public ministry.

1. Who else in the Bible spent time in the wilderness?

2. What is the significance of the word of God coming upon John while he was in the wilderness?

3. How can the word of God come upon us during our times in the wilderness?

B. The Mission of John the Baptist (Matthew 3:1–6; Mark 1:1–6; Luke 3:3–6; John 1:6–8)
· John the Baptist begins his ministry to the people.

4. Review the prophecies concerning John the Baptist (Isaiah 40:3-5a, Malachi 4:5-6).

5. Describe John’s appearance.  Is his appearance important?  Is our appearance important?

6. Describe John’s mission.  How did John’s mission prepare the way for Jesus?

7. How did John’s mission match his appearance?  Does our appearance match our purpose?  Do we faithfully bear Jesus’ testimony in our daily lives?  Do our lives point other people to Christ?

C. First Preaching of John the Baptist (Matthew 3:7–10; Luke 3:7–14)
· John’s message was to “produce fruit in keeping with repentance.”

8. Summarize John the Baptist’s message in your own words.

9. What did the Pharisees do wrong?  

10. What did John’s message mean for the people at that time?  What are the things that prevent us from realizing our need to repent?

11. How can we live out a life of repentance?  How can we also bear John’s message to those around us today?

D. First Witness by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:11–12; Mark 1:7–8; Luke 3:15–18; John 1:15)
· John acknowledges he is not the Messiah but that there is One greater than he who is coming.

12. How did John describe and portray this One who was coming?

13. Consider the life of Jesus.  How did His life fulfill John’s description of Him?

14. Have we experienced Jesus’ working in our lives as John described (i.e., being baptized by the Holy Spirit and winnowed by Him)?  (Hint:  Review the term winnowing.)  Please give an example of your own experience.
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