SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #7


I. Bible References

Matthew 4:12; 14:3–5

Mark 1:14a; 6:17–20

Luke 3:19–20; 4:14–15

John 4:3b–54

II. Preface


Jesus fulfills the prophecy written in the book of Isaiah and begins His ministry by spreading the gospel in Samaria and Galilee.  During His journey, He encounters many people, including a Samaritan woman and the father of a dying boy.  What Jesus says and does testify to the people that He is indeed the true Messiah and the Living Water.  When reminded by Jesus of Israel’s disregard of earlier prophets, the people of Nazareth drive Him out of the town.

III. Outline

A. Jesus Talks with a Samaritan Woman (John 4:3b–38)
· Jesus asked a Samaritan woman for a drink of water, and after talking with Him, she discovered that He was the Messiah.

1. Who are the Samaritans?  (See 2 Kings 17.)  Why didn’t the Jews associate with them?

2. What type of water causes us to never thirst again?  Why is this water important to us?

3. What things do we do or use to try to find fulfillment?  Can they fulfill us?  Why or why not?

4. Are there any physical limitations on where we worship today (John 4:20–21)?  

5. What does it mean to “worship in spirit and in truth” (v. 24)?  How can we practically do this?

B. Many Samaritans Believe in Jesus (John 4:39–42)
· The Samaritan woman’s testimony led many in her town to believe in Jesus, and even more believed when they heard Jesus’ words.

1. What did the Samaritan woman share with those in her town?

2. Look back at Jesus’ conversation with the woman.  How did Jesus share the good news with her?  What can we apply to our own witnessing?

3. Review vv. 34–38.  What should our attitude be when witnessing?

4. Have you ever shared your testimony or witnessed to someone?  Have you ever brought someone into the faith?  Please share an experience.

C. Imprisonment of John the Baptist (Matthew 4:12; 14:3–5; Mark 1:14a; 6:17–20; Luke 3:19–20)
· Herod sent John to prison because of his wife, Herodias.

1. What did Herod and Herodias do wrong?  (See Leviticus 18:16; 20:21.)

2. How did Herod and Herodias respond to their sin?  What was the result?  How should we respond to sin in our life?

3. Are we sometimes like Herodias?  Do we get annoyed when people try to tell us what is right and wrong?

4. How should we act when people confront us about our sin?  Are there other examples in the Bible that come to mind?

D. Jesus Returns to Galilee (Luke 4:14–15; John 4:43–45)
· Jesus returned to Galilee and taught in the synagogues.

1. Why did Jesus go to the other towns also?

2. Why was Jesus so successful in preaching the gospel?  What does “power of the Spirit” (v. 14) mean?  What does this mean for us?

3. Where does God want us to preach the good news?  What is so good about the good news?

E. An Official’s Son Is Healed (John 4:46–54)
· A royal official from Capernaum came to Jesus while He was in Cana to ask for healing for his dying son.  Jesus told the official that his son would live.

1. Why did Jesus perform this miracle?

2. The official believed that Jesus would heal his son, yet he still needed confirmation.  Is it improper for us to ask for signs or confirmation?  Are there any examples from the Old Testament?
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