SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus

Lesson #8


I. Bible References

Matthew 4:13–22

Mark 1:14–28

Luke 4:16–37; 5:1–11

II. Preface

In this section, we see the difficulties of Jesus’ ministry right at the beginning as He is thrown out of His own hometown because of His teaching.  He calls His first four disciples after performing a miracle.  He also casts out a demon while in the synagogue on the Sabbath.  The Lord speaks to us not only through His works but also through His preaching.  Are we ready and willing to listen to Him?

III. Outline

A. Jesus Preaches in Nazareth and Capernaum (Matthew 4:13–17; Mark 1:14–15; Luke 4:16–31)
· Jesus preached the gospel of repentance in Nazareth, His hometown, but was thrown out, so He went to Capernaum.
1. Briefly review the two examples that Jesus cited of prophets who were not accepted in their hometown.  Why were prophets not welcome in their hometown?

2. Why did the people of Nazareth drive Jesus out of the city and why did they want to kill Him?  What does this say about them?
3. What does Jesus mean by, “The time has come” (Mark 1:15)?  Why didn’t He say things to please the citizens of His own hometown?  Wouldn’t you want to be well-known and well-liked by the people you grew up with?

4. How can we speak sometimes seemingly “harsh” truth to people we grew up with or even close family members?  Are we ready to be rejected by the world or people we love for the Lord’s sake?
B. Calling of Four Disciples (Matthew 4:18–22; Mark 1:16–20; Luke 5:1–11)
· Jesus called His first four disciples — Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and John — by the water after performing a miracle of many fish.
5. What did Jesus say and do to make these men leave everything and follow Him immediately?
6. Examine Peter’s response before and after the large catch of fish.  Why was he hesitant initially?  What was his reaction afterwards?
7. When the Lord interrupts our lives, are we ready to listen and comply with His requests?  Are we also ready to put down everything we have in order to follow Him?
C. Jesus Casts Out a Demon (Mark 1:21–28; Luke 4:32–37)
· Jesus cast out a demon on the Sabbath and the report of Him spread throughout the region.
1. How did the demon address the Lord?  What was the crowds’ reaction?  What did the demon understand that the crowds did not?

2. Why did Jesus want the demon to be quiet after it called Him the Holy One of God?

3. Are we sometimes so distracted by what the Lord does — His acts and miracles — that we miss His message?  What is the Lord trying to speak to you through His works in your life?  How can we settle down to hear and learn what He is trying to tell us?

Page 1 of 2

