SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus

Lesson #9


I. Bible References

Matthew 4:23–24; 8:2–4, 14–17; 9:1–13

Mark 1:29–2:17

Luke 4:38–44; 5:12–32

II. Preface

In today’s lesson, we see that Jesus is the true Physician.  “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.”  We find that He not only heals us of our physical ailments but also our spiritual sicknesses, such as sin.  “That you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.”

III. Outline

A. Jesus Heals the Sick (Matthew 4:23–24; 8:14–17; Mark 1:29–39; Luke 4:38–44)
· Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law of her fever and then healed all the sick and demon-possessed that came to Him.

1. What was Peter’s mother-in-law’s response to Jesus’ healing?  What can we learn from this?

2. What illness (physical or spiritual) has Jesus healed you of recently?  Explain.

B. Jesus Cleanses a Leper (Matthew 8:2–4; Mark 1:40–45; Luke 5:12–16)
· Jesus cured a leper who begged Him for cleansing.

3. What type of a disease is leprosy?  What might this disease represent, spiritually speaking?

4. How did this man approach Jesus?  What can we learn from the way he sought out the Lord?

5. How did Jesus heal this man?  Why did Jesus have to touch him?  What can we learn from this approach?

6. Jesus instructed the leper to do three things.  Why did He instruct him to do these things?  What did the leper end up doing?  (See Mark’s account.)

C. Jesus Heals a Paralytic (Matthew 9:1–8; Mark 2:1–12; Luke 5:17–26)
· Jesus forgave and healed a paralytic who was brought to Him by four friends.

1. What is unique about this healing compared to the others?  (Hint: “… saw THEIR faith…”)  What is the spiritual principle we learn from the “group effort” we see in this miracle?

2. What type of illness did the paralytic have?  What might this disease represent, spiritually speaking?

3. Jesus asked the Pharisees a question.  So which IS harder:  to tell the man to get up and walk or to forgive sins?  Explain.  Who gives Jesus, the Son of Man, the authority to forgive sins?

4. What do you think it meant to this paralytic when Jesus told him, “Son, your sins are forgiven”?  What does it mean to us to know that our sins are forgiven?

5. Difficult question to think about:  Why did Jesus first have to forgive the man before He healed him of his paralysis?

D. Jesus Calls Matthew (Matthew 9:9–13; Mark 2:13–17; Luke 5:27–32)
· Jesus called Matthew the tax collector to be His disciple and then proceeded to dine with “tax collectors and sinners.”  Meanwhile, He taught the Pharisees a lesson or two.

1. What characteristic of our Lord do we see in His willingness to recline at the table with such men?

2. Jesus instructed the Pharisees, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice” (Matthew 9:13).  What does this statement mean?  How did the Lord want the Pharisees to respond in the situation, and how are we to respond in similar situations?

3. Jesus said, “I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”  Who are the “righteous” and who are the “sinners”?

4. The sin of self-righteousness:  Have we ever felt towards others the way the Pharisees felt towards the tax collectors?  Have we ever felt we were more spiritual than others?  (Be completely honest with yourself.)  How do we overcome such temptations?
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