SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus

Lesson #10


I. Bible References

Matthew 9:14–17, 12:1–14

Mark 2:18–28, 3:1-6

Luke 5:33–39, 6:1–11

John 5:1–47

II. Preface
As we continue to study the life of Jesus, we follow him from the pool of Bethesda to the city of Capernaum. The time is the first half of the year 28 A.D.  In the verses we will read tonight, we see Jesus teaching the disciples, healing the sick, telling of His relationship with the Father, and explaining the Sabbath. Remember to keep in mind the contrasts between the Old Testament and New Testament.

III. Outline

A. About Fasting (Matthew 9:14–17, Mark 2:18–22, Luke 5:33–39)
· John’s disciples question Jesus about fasting. Jesus uses two examples to illustrate why John’s disciples and the Pharisees fast but His disciples do not.
1. What is fasting? What is the purpose of fasting?
2. What does the old and new represent? How do they relate to fasting? What are some other examples in the Bible of the contrast between old and new?  
3. Are there examples in your life where the “old” and “new” have conflicted? Share with us your experiences with fasting.
B. Healing at the pool (John 5:1–16)
· Jesus heals a lame man at the pool of Bethesda. The Pharisees, after questioning the healed man, persecute Jesus for doing these things on the Sabbath.
4. Why do the Jews persecute Jesus for healing the man on the Sabbath? (Exodus 20:1,8-10)
5. Can we relate to the Jews and their response?
C. Relation between the Father and the Son (John 5:17–47)
· Jesus, persecuted for declaring himself equal with God, explains to the Jews the relationship of the Father and Son.
6. What are some characteristics of the relationship between the Father and the Son?
7. How is the relationship between the Father and the Son applicable to us?
8. What is Jesus’ testimony? (v. 36-38)
D. Disciples pluck grain on the Sabbath (Matthew 12:1–8, Mark 2:23–28, Luke 6:1–5)
· After the Jews tattletale to Jesus that His disciples have picked grain on the Sabbath, Jesus explains and gives various examples from the Old Testament.
9. What are the examples from the Old Testament Jesus gives? Can you think of any more examples?
10. What does it mean “I desire compassion, and not sacrifice”? (Matthew 12:7, Hosea 6:6).
E. Jesus heals a man with withered hand on the Sabbath (Matthew 12:9–14, Mark 3:1–6, Luke 6:6–11)
· Jesus heals on the Sabbath, knowing that the Pharisees were looking for reasons to accuse Him.
11. Why did the Pharisees continue to plot against Jesus even though He explained to them why it was acceptable to do works on the Sabbath?
12. How can we keep the Sabbath holy in our present day? Give examples.
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