SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus

Lesson #11


I. Bible References

Matthew 4:25; 12:15–21

Mark 3:7–19

Luke 6:12–16

II. Preface

In the past few weeks, we saw how Jesus began to perform many miracles and how He healed many people with physical afflictions.  This week we see Him withdrawing after this work and appointing twelve apostles, to whom He gave authority to cast out demons.

III. Outline

A. Jesus Withdraws to the Lake (Matthew 12:15–21; Mark 3:7–12)
· Jesus withdrew to the lake and was followed by a large crowd.  (The crowd followed after Jesus had just performed many miracles).

1. Review last week’s lesson.  Why did Jesus withdraw to the lake?  Why were the Pharisees plotting to kill Jesus?

2. Why did Jesus continue to insist that people not tell others who He really was?  Isn’t this counterintuitive?  (See also Matthew 8:4; 9:30; Mark 1:44; 5:43; 7:36; Luke 8:56.)

3. Consider Isaiah’s prophecy (Matthew 12:18–21).  How does this passage teach us to please God in our lives?  Do we have some examples of being God’s servant?

B. Jesus Appoints the Twelve Apostles (Mark 3:13–19; Luke 6:12–16)
· Jesus went to the mountainside with His disciples.  He appointed twelve as apostles and gave them authority to cast out demons.

4. What is the difference between a disciple and an apostle?  (Note:  The dictionary defines “disciple” as “one who accepts and assists in spreading the doctrines of another.”)

5. Who is called to be a disciple today?  What does this mean practically?

6. How does being a disciple in 2005 A.D. compare with being one in the year 28 A.D. in this passage?

C. Large Crowds Follow Jesus (Matthew 4:25)
· Large crowds from many regions followed Jesus.
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