SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #12


I. Bible References

Matthew 5:1–6:34 (Sermon on the Mount)

Luke 6:17–38 (Sermon on a Level Place)

II. Preface


Withdrawing from the crowds, Jesus gathers His disciples to present these rich and challenging words.  His burden is for those who will truly sacrifice for God’s sake, seeking His will and approval rather than that of the world and man.  He starts with the Beatitudes, which reassure those who patiently suffer for the Lord that they will be rewarded.  He then encourages His disciples to be an example to the rest of the world.  He takes several commandments and explains how difficult it really is to follow them.  In the Lord’s Prayer and surrounding passages, He reminds us that we must be centered on God and His kingdom, not on our own needs and wants.  In contrast to the Pharisees, we are not to judge, even while living up to an even higher standard than they claim to follow.  In fact, this standard is to be perfect, as God is perfect.  Jesus concludes with the encouragement that God is unfailingly generous to those who seek Him.  He also guides us by telling us to follow the right path, bear good fruit, and put His words into practice rather than merely hear them.  As we study this passage, consider how high the Lord’s expectations are and yet how serious and how justified.  How can we respond and live up to what seem like impossible demands?  

III. Outline

A. The Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1–12; Luke 6:17–26)
· Jesus described how those who sacrifice for Him and wait on Him would eventually receive their reward.

1. Matthew 5:1–2

a) Jesus withdrew from the crowd to speak to His disciples.  The intended audience was close followers of Jesus, not the crowds of people.  This should be a reminder to us who also desire to be His disciples to listen carefully to these words and to obey them.

2. Matthew 5:3–12

a) Jesus mentioned only certain characteristics:  poor in spirit, mourning, meek, hungry, merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers, persecuted, insulted.  What does this say about what Jesus really values in His people?  How might this affect our attitude towards Christian living?

b) Likewise, consider what the rewards of the Beatitudes have in common.  One commonality is that they are deferred.  Jesus is reminding us to be patient and trust that God will fulfill His promises in His own time.  How does this change our perspective?  How might this help us to understand what Jesus later says about turning the cheek and loving our enemies?

3. Luke 6:17–26

a) Compare and contrast the blessings and woes.

b) Things that we consider bad, Jesus blesses.  Things that we consider good, Jesus says woe to.  So does that mean we should be poor and hungry?  What is Jesus telling us?

B. Disciples Should Be an Example (Matthew 5:13–20)
· Jesus encouraged His disciples to act in a godly way before all men and to hold themselves to an even stricter moral standard than that of the Pharisees.

1. Matthew 5:13–16

a) The expression “salt of the earth” may refer to how a little salt can season much food or also to the way in which salt can preserve food.  Are there other meanings, and what do they mean practically?  Clearly, we are to have an impact on the world.  What kind?

b) Jesus implies that “losing saltiness” is irreversible.  Why is it such a grave situation when we are no longer able to be the salt of the world?

2. Matthew 5:17–20

a) Earlier, Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for following the letter of the Law.  Why is Jesus now emphasizing the importance of the Law?  What is the difference between the way Jesus asked His disciples to obey to the Law and the way the Pharisees tried to do it?

C. Jesus Raises the Standards (Matthew 5:21–48; Luke 6:27–38)
· Jesus takes well-known commandments and explains that the sin begins with the thought, well before the act.  He also says that we must show kindness and patience even when it seems like none is deserved.

1. Matthew 5:21–32

a) The sins of murder and adultery are committed with mere feelings of hatred and lust.  We now more clearly understand why sinlessness is impossible and why the pride of the Pharisees is foolish.  Jesus clearly does not mean verses 29–30 literally, so how can we practically confront our sin?

b) We should not delay in reconciling disagreements with others.  Practically, how should we resolve arguments?  Can you give an example of a time when you have or have not tried to settle a grudge quickly with a brother or sister?

2. Matthew 5:33–48; Luke 6:27–38

a) When Jesus speaks about oaths, He is not only saying that we should not swear.  Rather, the point is that everything we say ought to be completely honest.  For if we make oaths, this implies that other things we say or promise may not be trustworthy. 

b) How would you answer this objection:  If we turn the other cheek and love our enemies, won’t people take advantage of us?  How do we reconcile the fact that God is just with these commands that seem to be “unfair”? 

D. Don’t Be a Self-righteous Show-off (Matthew 6:1–18)
· Our good deeds and our prayers should not be advertisements for our supposed morality.  In contrast to the self-centered prayers of the hypocrites, Jesus prescribes a better prayer that puts God’s glory and will first and then humbly asks for mercy. 

1. Matthew 6:1–8, 16–18

a) How do we reconcile the command to do our good deeds in secret with Jesus’ earlier exhortation to “let your light shine before men” (Matthew 5:16)?  Is there a different standard for different deeds and situations, or is there a deeper meaning here that is consistent? 

2. Matthew 6:9–15

a) Does Jesus mean for us to recite this prayer (vv. 9–13) word for word?  Other than that, how can we apply the Lord’s Prayer to all of our prayers?

E. Seek Heaven and God Will Provide (Matthew 6:19–34)
· Jesus reminds us to seek God’s kingdom and righteousness above all, rather than becoming consumed by the temptations of the world and the worries of life.

1. Matthew 6:19–24

a) What does Jesus mean by having “good” or “bad” eyes?

2. Matthew 6:25–34

a) Why is the simple command not to worry so difficult to follow?  What is your experience in overcoming, or failing to overcome, your worries?
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