SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #13


I. Bible References

Matthew 7:1–29; 8:1, 5–13; 11:2–19

Luke 6:37–7:35

II. Preface


In the previous lesson, we looked at the first part of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.  We looked at the characteristics that Jesus values, and we saw the standard that He had set for us:  to be perfect as God is perfect.  In this lesson, we continue to look at how we are to live a life that is pleasing to God.

III. Outline

A. Do Not Judge (Matthew 7:1–6; Luke 6:37–42)
· There are two things wrong with being self-righteous:  thinking you are so holy, and thinking that everyone else is not.  Jesus warns against both.

1. What is the difference between judgment and discernment?  How can we encourage and correct each other without judging?

B. Prescription for a Life That Truly Follows God (Matthew 7:7–8:1; Luke 6:43–49)
· Jesus has asked the impossible — in short, to be perfect (Matthew 5:48).  To guide us, He gives us some exhortations.

1. Ask for help (Matthew 7:7–12).

a) We must understand “ask, seek, knock” in context — that is, centered on God’s kingdom, not on our own wishes.  If we ask for what is good, then God, who is both exceedingly generous and exceedingly powerful, will absolutely provide.

2. Take the right way, not the easy way (Matthew 7:13–14).

a) Read this carefully:  Many people enter the wide gate, but only a few even find the narrow gate, let alone enter it!  Does this mean that the gate is difficult to find, or that few people look for it?

3. Look at your fruit (Matthew 7:15–23; Luke 6:43–45).

a) What does it mean to bear fruit?

b) “By their fruit you will recognize them” (Matthew 7:20).  James makes a similar point when he says that faith without deeds is dead (James 2:14–26).  Why aren’t the deeds mentioned in Matthew 7:22 “good fruit”?  What would count as good fruit?

4. Put Jesus’ words into practice (Matthew 7:24–8:1; Luke 6:46–49).

a) Putting Jesus’ words into practice is not merely a way to get approval from God; it is a necessity if we are to endure any difficult situation.  What can we do, starting today, to build our house on the rock?  Make a resolution to yourself about something you will do to put these words into practice in your life.

C. Faith of the Centurion (Matthew 8:5–13; Luke 7:1–10)
· Jesus complimented the faith the centurion had even before He healed his servant.

1. How did the centurion respond to Jesus after He granted his request?  Is this unusual?  Compare and contrast with the miracle recorded in John 4:43–54.

2. Why did Jesus say that He had not found anyone in Israel with such great faith?  How did the centurion show great faith?  Based on this story, how would you define a person of great faith?

3. How can we have great faith such as this centurion had?  Do we need to be like him and be a person under authority to learn to have faith?

4. In Matthew 8:11–12, who are the people coming from the east and the west and who are the subjects of the kingdom?  What is Jesus telling us?

D. Jesus Raises a Widow’s Son (Luke 7:11–17)
· Jesus had compassion on a widow and raised her only son from the dead.

1. Based on this miracle, what do we learn of Jesus’ characteristics?  What kind of power does He have?

E. Jesus Speaks About John (Matthew 11:2–19; Luke 7:18–35)
· John sent his disciples to Jesus to confirm who He was.  Jesus replied by telling John’s disciples to tell John about what they had seen and heard Him do.

1. Who is John the Baptist?  What does Jesus teach us about John?  Review Matthew 3:1–12 and Luke 3:1–18.

2. What does it mean that the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than John?  Who are the forceful men laying hold of the kingdom?

3. John baptized Jesus and recognized that He was the Messiah, yet here we see that he had doubts while in prison.  How easy it is for us to doubt, especially in hardship.  How can we not have doubts about Jesus and keep our faith?
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