SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #14


I. Bible References

Matthew 12:22–50

Mark 3:20–35

Luke 7:36–50; 8:1–3, 19–21; 11:14–36

II. Preface


In this lesson, we learn that Jesus’ true mother and brothers are those who love Him, follow Him, and obey His word.  We see examples of such people.  We also encounter the difficult section in the Bible concerning blasphemy of the Holy Spirit — the unforgivable sin.  Why is the penalty so damning to those who know the truth yet speak blasphemy and lies?  Perhaps this verse gives us a clue:  “From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked” (Luke 12:48).

III. Outline

A. Jesus Is Anointed by a Sinful Woman (Luke 7:36–50)
· Jesus was anointed by a sinful woman at Simon the Pharisee’s house and drew the ire of the Pharisees.  He then proceeded to tell the story of two debtors.

1. What is the message behind the parable of the two debtors?  Can we relate to either of the debtors?

2. If this sinful woman is a representation of who we are, what might the alabaster jar of fragrant oil represent in our lives?

3. Simon did not wash the Lord’s feet, greet Him with a kiss, or anoint Him with oil, but what was Simon’s true shortcoming?

B. Women Attend to Jesus (Luke 8:1–3)
· Mary, Joanna, Susanna, and others attended to Jesus.

1. What do we know about Mary Magdalene?  List her other appearances in the gospels.  From these citations, what are the defining qualities of this woman who loved the Lord?

2. What are practical ways we can provide for the body of Christ similar to how these women provided for the Lord?

C. Jesus and Beelzebub (Matthew 12:22–45, Mark 3:20–30, Luke 11:14–36)
· Jesus was accused by the Pharisees of casting out demons by Beelzebub.  He used this opportunity to teach them about blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.  (The Matthew and Luke accounts are more complete.)

1. Who is the “strong man” and who is the one who ties him up and robs his house (Matthew 12:29)?  Explain.

2. Matthew 12:31–32 are difficult verses to explain.  Bible scholars have argued for centuries about what blasphemy against the Spirit might be, so we should not get too hung up on this point if we do not come to a consensus.  However, we should still address the difficult questions:  What might “blasphemy against the Spirit” mean?  Why is the punishment so severe?  Is it possible for us to commit such a sin?  Can Christians commit a sin for which there is no forgiveness?  Why are we reluctant to acknowledge this possibility?  (Group discussion leaders should use discretion and skip to the next question if this topic proves too difficult.)

3. In Matthew 12:38–42, why did the scribes and Pharisees ask for a sign?  What were their motives?  What does “asking for a sign” tell us about these people?

4. What kind of people were the men of Nineveh?  How do they contrast with those whom the Lord Jesus is rebuking in this passage?

5. What is the story of Solomon and the Queen of the South?  Why will the Queen judge?  What character did she exhibit that the Lord is seeking in this generation?

6. In Matthew 12:43–45, what does this parable tell us about our generation?  Name seven “wicked” elements you find in our society today?  Be specific.

7. In Luke 11:34, why is the eye so important in determining the state (good or bad) of the entire body?

D. “Who Are My Mother and My Brothers?” (Matthew 12:46–50; Mark 3:31–35; Luke 8:19–21)
· Jesus acknowledged who His true mother and brothers were.

1. Why did Jesus act and say things in a way that is seemingly disrespectful to His earthly mother and brothers?

2. How can we be His “brother, sister, and mother”?

3. What hinders us from being those “who hear God’s word and put it into practice” (Luke 8:21)?
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