SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #15


I. Bible References

Matthew 13:1–53

Mark 4:1–34

Luke 8:4–18

II. Preface


In this lesson, we learn about the kingdom of heaven through seven different parables that the Lord tells His disciples.  As you read, take some time to think about the various characteristics of the kingdom of heaven.  Furthermore, consider why Jesus often teaches and expresses Himself using parables.  As we study the gospels, do we feel a sense of privilege and blessing in what our Lord Jesus has graciously revealed to us?  The Lord tells us in these passages, “But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear.  For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it” (Matthew 13:16–17).  Therefore, we ought to pay special attention as the Lord reveals to us the “secrets of the kingdom of heaven” (v. 11).  At the conclusion of this study, ask yourself this question:  What is the kingdom of heaven?

III. Outline

A. The Sower and the Seeds (Matthew 13:1–23; Mark 4:1–25, 33–34; Luke 8:4–18)
· Jesus told a parable of the sower and the seeds to the multitudes, but He revealed its meaning to His disciples only.

1. What are the unique characteristics in each of the four “grounds” on which the seeds were scattered?  Does this parable apply to preaching the gospel only?  Explain.

2. Have you or has someone you know been like one of the “grounds” that received the word of God?  Share your experience.

3. Read Luke 8:15.  How do we “bear fruit” for the Lord?  What fruit can we bear in our daily walk with Him?

4. Sometimes it seems as though people can change from “bad ground” to “good ground.”  How might this occur?  Share your experience.

5. Why does Jesus speak in parables?  Why do only the disciples receive an explanation?

B. The Wheat, the Weeds, and the Harvest (Matthew 13:24–30, 34–43; Mark 4:26–29)
· Jesus then told a parable about the wheat, the weeds, and the harvest.

1. What do the wheat and the weeds represent?  What happens to each, and what do these different ends mean for us as believers?

2. What is the work of the enemy in our lives according to this parable?

3. Take a look at the account in Mark — it is a little bit different.  What additional characteristics do we learn from this account about the wheat and the harvest?

4. What do these parables reveal to us about God’s kingdom?

C. The Mustard Seed and the Yeast (Matthew 13:31–33; Mark 4:30–32)
· The next two parables reveal to us how something as large as the kingdom of heaven can originate from something as small as a mustard seed.

1. How is the kingdom of heaven like a mustard seed or like yeast?  What are the characteristics of each?

2. What might the “birds of the air” represent in the parable of the mustard seed?

3. Isn’t yeast or leaven considered a bad thing in the Bible?  (Consider that the Jews eat unleavened bread during the Passover and that Jesus refers to the corrupt doctrine of the Pharisees as “yeast.”)  Could this parable also be telling us about a negative aspect of the kingdom of heaven?  Explain.

D. The Treasure, the Pearl, and the Net Full of Fish (Matthew 13:44–53)
· Jesus told three more parables concerning the kingdom of heaven, shedding light on how we ought to pursue spiritual treasures and blessings.

1. What do these parables teach us concerning the kingdom of heaven?

2. Compare and contrast these to the parables concerning the mustard seed and the yeast.  What can we learn?  What truths should we apply from the sum of these parables?

3. Matthew 13:52 applies to us because we are instructed concerning the kingdom of heaven.  What is Jesus trying to tell us in this verse?
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