SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #18


I. Bible References

Matthew 14:1–2, 6–21

Mark 6:14–16, 21–44
Luke 9:7–17

John 6:1–14

II. Preface


In this lesson, we see that Christian life does not always consist of blue skies.  There are times when others hate you for standing up for the truth and other times when the workload is heavy and exhausting.  We should pay attention to Jesus’ reaction in these types of situations to see where He draws His strength from.

III. Outline

A. Herod Hears About Jesus (Matthew 14:1–2; Mark 6:14–16; Luke 9:7–9)
· Herod heard the reports about Jesus and thought He was John the Baptist risen from the dead.

1. Who did people think that Jesus was?

2. Why did Herod think that Jesus was John the Baptist?

B. John the Baptist Beheaded (Matthew 14:6–12; Mark 6:21–29)
· At Herod’s birthday banquet, when Herod promised to give Herodias’ daughter whatever she wanted, she asked for John the Baptist’s head on a platter.

1. Why was Herod distressed over the request of Herodias’ daughter?

2. What was the price John paid for speaking the truth instead of taking a compromising stance?

3. Have you ever paid a hefty price for standing up for what you believe in?  Give an example.  Was it worth the retribution?

C. The Apostles Report to Jesus (Mark 6:30–32; Luke 9:10)
· The apostles reported to Jesus what they had done and taught in the villages where they had gone.  Then they withdrew with Jesus to a desolate place.

1. Why did Jesus and His disciples have to withdraw after such tremendous work?

2. Does God give you more than you can handle?  Where or how can you seek strength?

D. Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand (Matthew 14:13–21; Mark 6:33–44; Luke 9:11–17; John 6:1–14)
· Although Jesus and His disciples withdrew to a desolate area, the crowds followed them and Jesus ended up feeding five thousand men.

1. With what did Jesus feed the five thousand?  Why did He feed them instead of sending them off to the nearby villages to obtain food themselves?

2. Despite His physical exhaustion, Jesus showed compassion for the people by not only teaching them but meeting their physical needs as well.  How can we demonstrate our care to gospel friends beyond teaching them spiritual truths?

3. The crowds demonstrated thirst for God by going out of their way to listen to Jesus speak.  Does this reflect your desire for God?  If not, what is wrong and how can you correct it?
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