SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #19


I. Bible References

Matthew 14:22–33

Mark 6:45–52

John 6:15–7:1

II. Preface


In the previous lesson, we saw Jesus performing the miracle of feeding five thousand men with only two fish and five loaves of bread.  Following this miracle, Jesus shows His disciples that He is Lord over all things when He walks on water and commands the waves.  He also demonstrates His faithfulness to a doubting disciple who is struggling to stay afloat.


Jesus previously illustrated to the crowd that their hunger could be satiated with bread, and now He goes on to tell them about the bread that comes from heaven.  In His teachings, Jesus reveals who He is — the Bread of Life.  Although His words are met with arguments and even rejection, those who are willing to accept His teachings can readily proclaim the words of Simon Peter:  “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  We believe and know that You are the Holy One of God” (John 6:68–69).
III. Outline

A. Jesus Walks on Water (Matthew 14:22–33; Mark 6:45–52; John 6:15–21)
1. Jesus had His disciples go ahead of Him to Capernaum while He withdrew to the mountain to pray.  While they attempted to make their way across the sea, they were frightened by the sight of Jesus walking towards their boat.

a) Why were the disciples so stricken with fear?

b) Have you ever doubted the extent of God’s power?

2. Peter’s doubt became a test of faith.

a) Read Matthew 14:28–30.  Do these verses show faith on Peter’s part, or his lack of faith?

b) What caused Peter to sink?

c) We see that Jesus immediately came to Peter’s aid even when he faltered.  Has God ever demonstrated His faithfulness to you even when you doubted Him?

B. The Bread of Life (John 6:22–7:1)
1. At Capernaum, aptly following the miracle Jesus performed with the loaves of bread and the fish, the crowd received Jesus’ teaching on the Bread of Life.

a) Think of bread.  What human aspects is it usually associated with?

b) In verse 27, what is the food that spoils?  What is the food that endures to eternal life?

c) Compare and contrast the manna God provided to the Israelites in the wilderness (see Exodus 16) with the Bread of Life.  Consider the following:

- their origin

- their characteristics

- people’s reaction to them
- what is required to receive them
- their purpose or promise

2. The Jews — and then even many of Jesus’ own disciples — had difficulty accepting Jesus’ teachings (vv. 51–60).
a) What were they questioning?

b) Was Jesus telling them that they had to literally eat His flesh and drink His blood in order to have eternal life?  What does it mean to eat and to drink of Jesus?

c) Jesus’ disciples responded in different ways.  What were their responses?  In reference to verse 63, what does this say about them?  Also recall the miracles they had witnessed up to this point.
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