SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #20


I. Bible References

Matthew 14:34–15:31

Mark 6:53–7:37

II. Preface


Everywhere Jesus goes, there are many miraculous healings.  In this lesson, we see Jesus as He continues to show compassion to all people — including Gentiles.  As the Pharisees and the teachers of the law continue to look for opportunities to attack Jesus, He uses these criticisms as opportunities to teach the disciples.


At the conclusion of this lesson, we ought to ask ourselves this question:  Do we just want the healings and blessings from the Lord, or do we want the Lord Himself?  May He have mercy on us.  We are often immature, but may He cause us to mature and take hold of Himself.

III. Outline

A. Healing at Gennesaret (Matthew 14:34–36; Mark 6:53–56)
· As word got out that Jesus had arrived at Gennesaret, people brought all their sick to Him, and all who touched Him were healed.  These people knew that Jesus could cure their physical ailments, but this is not the only reason He came into the world.  It would be a great loss if we miss the point of why He came.

How were the sick healed in this instance?

1. When we come before the Lord in prayer, are we often so concerned with our physical needs that we forget the importance of having our spiritual needs met and lose sight of the Lord Himself?  How can we keep the right focus?  Share a lesson you have learned in this area.

B. Clean and Unclean (Matthew 15:1–20; Mark 7:1–23)
The Pharisees and teachers of the law again tried to criticize Jesus by accusing His disciples of not following the traditions of the elders.
1. What does it mean when Jesus says, “What goes into a man’s mouth does not make him ‘unclean,’ but what comes out of his mouth, that is what makes him ‘unclean’” (Matthew 15:11)?

2. Do we sometimes worry more about outward cleanliness than what is in our hearts?  Why should we be careful about what is in our hearts and minds?  (See Romans 12:2.)

The transition from the Old Testament period to Jesus’ time was a difficult one for many to accept.  It was the end of life “under law” and the beginning of life “under grace.”  The Pharisees and teachers of the law spent their lives focusing on the law and on the rules and traditions of the elders, thus making themselves blind to who Jesus was.  How can we avoid making the same mistake so that we do not miss out on what God is trying to tell us?
C. Faith of a Canaanite (Phoenician) Woman (Matthew 15:21–28; Mark 7:24–30)
· Jesus went to the region of Tyre.  A Canaanite woman begged Jesus to heal her demon-possessed daughter.

1. The Canaanites were enemies of the Israelites when they were settling in the Promised Land.  Why did Jesus still heal the Canaanite woman’s daughter?

2. What can we learn from this woman and her attitude toward Jesus?  What should our attitude be when we come before the Lord?

3. Compared to this woman, what is our position before the Lord?  Are we in the same position as she was or is our position different?

D. More Healings of the Sick (Matthew 15:29–31; Mark 7:31–37)
· Jesus went down to the Sea of Galilee and the region of the Decapolis.  He healed more people with various physical ailments, thus continuing to fulfill prophecy.  (See Isaiah 35:5–6.)

What did God say in the Old Testament about our ability to speak and hear?  (See Exodus 4:10–12.)

1. Just as the Lord can make the deaf hear and the mute speak, He can also open our ears and our mouths and provide us with what we need to serve Him.  Share an experience of how the Lord provided for you so that you were able to serve Him.

Once it was the blessings, now it is the Lord;

Once it was the feeling, now it is His word;

Once His gifts I wanted, now the Giver own;

Once I sought for healing, now Himself alone.

Once ’twas painful trying, now ’tis perfect trust;

Once a half salvation, now the uttermost;

Once ’twas ceaseless holding, now He holds me fast;

Once ’twas constant drifting, now my anchor’s cast;

Once ’twas busy planning, now ’tis trustful prayer;

Once ’twas anxious caring, now He has the care;

Once ’twas what I wanted, now what Jesus says;

Once ’twas constant asking, now ’tis ceaseless praise.

Once it was my working, His it hence shall be;

Once I tried to use Him, now He uses me;

Once the pow’r I wanted, now the Mighty One;

Once for self I labored, now for Him alone.

— Albert B. Simpson
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