SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #21


I. Bible References

Matthew 15:32–16:28

Mark 8:1–9:1

Luke 9:18–27

II. Preface


Out of compassion and love for us, Jesus walked among us in this world.  In this lesson, we see Him feeding the hungry, healing the blind, and always teaching and equipping the disciples even though they are often slow to understand.  Like the disciples, we often don’t understand many things in the Bible.  But we thank God because He is patient and willing to teach us.  He even sent the Holy Spirit to help us understand.  Let us ask God to make Himself more real in our lives as we study His word together.

III. Outline

A. Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand (Matthew 15:32–39; Mark 8:1–10)
· With seven loaves of bread and a few small fish, Jesus fed over four thousand people who followed Him.

1. How many days had these people followed Jesus?

2. It seems humanly impossible to feed so many people with only seven loaves of bread and some small fish.  What did Jesus do to make this happen?

3. Seeing how God provided for these people so easily, what should we do when we realize that we have a need?
B. Pharisees and Sadducees Ask for a Sign (Matthew 16:1–4; Mark 8:11–13)
· The Pharisees and Sadducees asked Jesus to show them a sign from heaven.

1. What were the intentions of the Pharisees and Sadducees in asking Jesus for a sign?

2. What did Jesus mean by “the sign of Jonah”?  (Hint:  Jonah was in the fish for three days and three nights.)

3. Do you doubt God because you haven’t seen a miracle in your life?  What do we need to “do” to see His miracles in our lives?

C. Yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees (Matthew 16:5–12; Mark 8:14–21)
· Jesus warned the disciples against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

1. What is yeast/leaven?  Can you find other references to yeast/leaven in the Bible (e.g., Exodus 12:15; 13:7; 1 Corinthians 5:6–8)?
2. Why did the disciples think Jesus gave them this warning?   What was He really trying to tell them?

3. What can this yeast/leaven represent to us in today’s world?  How can we keep ourselves from becoming contaminated with it?

D. Healing of a Blind Man (Mark 8:22–26)
· Jesus healed a blind man in Bethsaida.

1. How did the blind man come to Jesus?  Would it have been a simple task for him to find Jesus on his own?
2. What are some ways you can bring others to Jesus?  Please share an experience.

E. Peter’s Confession of Christ (Matthew 16:13–20; Mark 8:27–30; Luke 9:18–21)
· Jesus asked the disciples who the crowds thought He was. Then He asked the disciples who they themselves thought He was.
1. Who did the disciples think Jesus was?

2. If Jesus were to ask you the same question, what would your answer be?

F. Jesus Predicts His Death (Matthew 16:21–28; Mark 8:31–9:1; Luke 9:22–27)
· Jesus told the disciples that He would soon suffer and be rejected and that He would be killed and on the third day be raised to life.  He then told the people what they must do if they wanted to come after Him.

1. What was Peter’s response to what Jesus said would happen to Him?  Why do you think Peter responded to the Lord in this way?
2. What must we do to come after Jesus?  Consider what you will do to pursue Him this week.
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