SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #22


I. Bible References

Matthew 17:1–27

Mark 9:2–32

Luke 9:28–45

II. Preface


Jesus:  Son of God, Son of Man.  Jesus is fully God and fully human, not just half-and-half.  Jesus walked among the people, talked with the people, and touched the people.  He performed many miraculous signs and wonders.  However, it was not until the transfiguration that a select few of His disciples saw His divine nature shine forth in its full glory.  In this lesson, we also see Jesus continuing His healing ministry, predicting His imminent suffering and death, and miraculously supplying a coin from the mouth of a fish.

III. Outline

A. The Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1–8; Mark 9:2–8; Luke 9:28–36)
· Jesus led three disciples up a mountain with Him.  There, Jesus was transfigured before them.  Peter recalled the event in his later years (2 Peter 1:16–18).

1. Describe the event.

a) Describe Jesus’ outward appearance during the transfiguration.

b) The cloud which came and overshadowed them was the cloud of God’s glory, traditionally known as the “Shekinah.”  Where else in the Bible is this cloud mentioned?

2. The brightness of Jesus’ appearance was not from a light shining on Him on the outside.  The word “transfigure” speaks of a transformation.  The change on the outside comes from the inside.  What really happened here?  Why did the transfiguration take place and why at this time?

3. Why did Moses and Elijah appear with Jesus?  What do they represent?

4. Was there anything wrong with Peter’s suggestion?  How did God the Father respond?  Are we like Peter sometimes?

5. Although we have not physically seen Jesus’ glory like these disciples did, how have you experienced His glory in other ways?

B. About Elijah (Matthew 17:9–13; Mark 9:9–13)
· Jesus answered the disciples’ question about Elijah.

1. Why did the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first?  (Hint:  Read Malachi 4:4–5, the last two verses of the Old Testament.)
2. The disciples understood Jesus to mean that John the Baptist was a type or a picture of Elijah.  John the Baptist was not a reincarnation of Elijah, but he did minister in the spirit and power of Elijah (Luke 1:17).  So was the prophecy in Malachi 4 fulfilled?  Explain.

C. Healing of a Boy with an Evil Spirit (Matthew 17:14–21; Mark 9:14–29; Luke 9:37–43a)
· The disciples were unable to drive out an evil spirit from a boy.  Jesus voiced His frustration with the unbelieving generation and then cast out the evil spirit.

1. What were the boy’s symptoms?  Why couldn’t the disciples heal him?

2. In this section, Jesus discusses the important spiritual principle of faith.

a) Read Matthew 17:20 and Mark 9:23 again.  Is anything impossible for God?  Why is it sometimes so hard for us to put our complete trust in Him?

b) In Mark 9:24, what is the boy’s father saying?  What should we do when we know we don’t have enough faith?  Where does our faith come from?

3. What is your need today?  Are you like the boy, in need of healing?  Are you like the father, needing more faith in requesting the healing or salvation of a loved one?  Are you like the disciples, desiring to serve the Lord but need more faith and more time in prayer?  Share how the Lord has increased your faith through various circumstances.

D. Jesus Predicts His Death Again (Matthew 17:22–23; Mark 9:30–32; Luke 9:43b–9:45)
· Jesus stated again that He was going to be betrayed and killed and would rise again after three days.

1. What was the disciples’ response this time?

2. Are we sometimes afraid to ask the Lord about things we don’t understand or don’t want to accept?  Share your experience.

E. Temple Tax from the Fish (Matthew 17:24–27)
· Peter spoke for Jesus regarding the temple tax without first consulting Him.  Jesus used this opportunity to re-emphasize His kingly role and miraculously supplied the payment by having Peter find a coin in the mouth of a fish.
1. This incident is only recorded in the Gospel of Matthew.  What was Matthew’s profession before following Jesus?

2. Why was Jesus exempt from the tax?  Why did He pay it anyways?

3. Sometimes the Lord will supply our needs or bail us out of trouble even when the situation is caused by foolish or ignorant decisions that we made without His input.  Share your experience.
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