SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #23


I. Bible References

Matthew 18:1–35

Mark 9:33–50

Luke 9:46–50

II. Preface


In these passages, Jesus teaches us what greatness truly means in His kingdom.  He also warns us to deal severely with sin and to forgive our brother.  Though these three lessons may be difficult for us, Jesus becomes our greatest example.

III. Outline

A. Rank in the Kingdom (Matthew 18:1–5; Mark 9:33–41; Luke 9:46–50)
· The disciples argued about who was the greatest among them.  Jesus taught them that whoever desired to be first must be the last and the servant of all.

1. List some examples of how Jesus was the last, a Servant, and an example to us of true humility.

2. In what ways do we think we are great?  What do we consider as spiritual greatness and how does that contrast with what Jesus taught?

3. How can we be the last and yet at the same time be Bible study or small group “leaders”?  How can we learn to be the least when we’re taught to strive to be the best at school/work?

4. Jesus taught about not only becoming like little children but receiving them in His name.  Besides the children we may teach in Sunday School, who else are the “children” we receive in His name?  (See also Matthew 18:10, 14.)

B.  Warnings About Hell (Matthew 18:6–10; Mark 9:42–50)
· Jesus warned us to avoid the things and means by which we sin and not to be a stumbling block to others.

1. It seems unreasonable for us to actually remove parts of our own body to avoid hell, so what does Jesus mean?  Can we relate this passage to Romans 12:1–2?  What do our own sins have to do with other people?

2. Practically speaking, what should we do so that we do not sin and do not cause others to sin?

3. What does it mean to have salt within ourselves, and how does this relate to being at peace with one another (Mark 9:50)?

C. Discipline, Prayer, and Forgiveness (Matthew 18:11–35)
· Jesus taught His disciples how to discipline, to pray, and to forgive.  We ought not to offend God by causing others to fall and not to offend the church or our brothers and sisters.  If someone offends us, we should forgive them completely.

1. What does the parable of the one hundred sheep have to do with being a stumbling block mentioned in the previous section?  (Hint:  Think of the nature of sheep.)

2. After Jesus taught about not being the cause of anyone’s fall, He went on to describe the three steps in saving a brother if he does fall.  What does it mean that if at the end of this process he still refuses to listen, he should be treated as a pagan or a tax collector (v. 17)?  Is this process shameful or merciful?

3. Jesus’ teaching about how we can ask for things (vv. 18–19) seems very open-ended and possibly prone to abuse.  Consider the context (vv. 15–17).  What does this type of prayer have to do with the church?  Do we also have this type of authority when we pray together?

4. What is the significance of forgiving seventy times seven times, even if it is the same sin over and over again?  When should we discipline and when should we forgive?  Do both go together?

Have we had the experience of our Lord forgiving us of ten thousand talents (millions of dollars)?  Have we held our brother responsible over only a hundred denarii (a few dollars)?  Please give examples of forgiving from the heart.
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