SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #24


I. Bible Reference

John 7:2–8:59

II. Preface


In this lesson, rather than publicly revealing Himself as a miracle worker at the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus spends His time there teaching the truth about Himself and His ministry.  He spares the life of an adulterous woman by shifting the focus away from the sin of the accused and onto the sin of the accusers — the teachers of the law and the Pharisees.  Despite Jesus’ wise and direct teachings, the Jews and Pharisees still do not recognize who Jesus really is.

III. Outline

A. Jesus Teaches at the Feast (John 7:2–52)
· With the Jews seeking to kill Him, Jesus initially rejected His brothers’ suggestion that He go to Judea for the upcoming Feast of Tabernacles.  But after His brothers left for the Feast, He quietly made His way there as well.  In the temple courts, He boldly taught the crowd rather than perform miracles.  However, their response revealed their shallow understanding of who He really was.

1. In what manner did Jesus go to the Feast?  Why did He reject His brothers’ suggestion to go at first and yet end up going?

2. Despite having witnessed many miracles and hearing Jesus’ words, many people still did not recognize who Jesus really was or believe in Him (vv. 5, 15, 27, 40–42).  How did the public perceive Jesus?  What do you think Jesus was teaching them (and us) about the basis of genuine faith?

3. Jesus asked us to judge with a right judgment and not according to appearances (v. 24).  What does “a right judgment” mean?  How do we do this, and in what types of situations would this be applicable?

B. A Woman Caught in Sin (John 7:53–8:11)
· After His retreat to the Mount of Olives, Jesus returned to the temple to teach.  The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery in order to trap Him.

1. How did Jesus respond to the teachers and the Pharisees.  How did He respond to the woman?

2. Are we ever like the Pharisees?  How so?  How can Jesus’ response to them apply to us?

3. In verse 11, we witness the compassionate and forgiving love of Christ.  Please share how you have experienced this same love from Him.

C. Light of the World (John 8:12–30)
· Jesus continued to teach the unbelieving and blind Pharisees about Himself and His purpose.

1. How did Jesus describe Himself?

2. Jesus said He was the light of the world.  What does it mean practically to walk in the light?

3. With confidence and clarity, Jesus spoke of His relationship with God the Father.  Reflect on your own relationship with God and how it compares with what Jesus described in verses 28 and 29.

D. Truth and Freedom (John 8:31–59)
· Jesus taught the Jews about the truth leading to freedom.  However, the Jews continued to reject Him and accused Him of being demon-possessed.  They ended up trying to stone Him.

1. What is the truth that Jesus spoke of?  What does it set us free from?  Have we experienced such freedom?

2. Jesus tells us to hear His word (v. 43) and to keep His word (v. 51).  How do we hear and keep His word?
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