SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #25


I. Bible References

John 9:1–10:39

II. Preface


This lesson covers three main events:  Jesus healing a blind man, Jesus telling a parable about the sheep and the shepherd, and a confrontation with Jews who are angered by His claims to divinity.  One overarching theme is the controversy over whether Jesus is truly from God.  His authority over the Law and His claim of kinship with the Father prevent many from accepting that He is truly the Christ, the Son of God.  Another theme is His great compassion, illustrated in the parable of the good shepherd.  Jesus’ compassion is deeply personal — He knows every sheep’s name and every sheep knows His voice — and it is loving to the point of complete self-sacrifice, as He prophesies His own death for the sake of the sheep.  As you read and study these verses, consider whether you have the kind of personal conviction that the blind man possesses and the intimate relationship that the sheep have.  Consider the many obstacles to faith that are portrayed here in unbelievers, and reflect on how God has led you to believe in the divinity of this suffering Servant, the Lord Jesus Christ.

III. Outline

A. Healing of a Man Blind from Birth (John 9:1–41)
· After answering the disciples’ question about why a man was born blind, Jesus healed his blindness.

1. John 9:1–5
a) Jesus here addressed possibly the most common question about God and the universe:  Why is there suffering and unfairness?  Jesus said that the man’s blindness was not due to anyone’s wrongdoing but so that God’s works could be displayed.  Do you think this is a satisfying explanation for suffering?  Is it meant to apply to all situations or just this particular one?

b) In verse 4, what do “day” and “night” refer to?

2. John 9:6–12.  Jesus performed the miracle in a somewhat curious way:  He made mud by spitting on the ground, and then He put it on the man’s eyes and told him to wash in a pool.

a) Why do you think Jesus performed the miracle in this fashion instead of healing the man directly?  What does this teach us about faith and the way God works in our lives?  Consider the story of Naaman’s healing from leprosy as a comparison (2 Kings 5:10–14).

3. John 9:13–41.  The Pharisees insisted that Jesus was not from God because He did not keep the Sabbath, while the man who had been blind insisted that only someone from God could perform such a miracle.

a) The man responded to the Pharisees’ attacks and accusations by saying, “I was blind but now I see.”  Do you think that all Christians should have a similar testimony?  Do you have an experience that proves God is real in your life, no matter what skeptics say?

b) In verse 39, Jesus stated that He came into the world “for judgment,” yet the usual statement is that Christ came to die for our sins.  How should we understand what Jesus said?

c) Who is “blind” and who can see?  Why did Jesus say that the blind would see and those who see would be blind?

B. The Shepherd and the Sheep (John 10:1–21)
· Jesus described Himself as the good shepherd and as the gate for the sheep.  He also said He would lay down His life for the sheep, foretelling His death.

1. Jesus told us that His sheep knew His voice but would flee if they heard that of a stranger (vv. 4–5).  Practically speaking, can we really say that we know the difference between Jesus’ voice and other voices?  How can we distinguish them?

2. In verses 17 and 18, Jesus is very clear that it is by His own initiative and authority that He lays down His life in obedience to His Father’s command.  How has this been misunderstood, even by the disciples?  (Think of how they later tried to prevent Jesus’ arrest with violence.)  Are there ways in which this is misunderstood even today?  Consider the movie “The Passion of the Christ” and the controversy over whether Jews were being vilified for crucifying Jesus.

C. Opposition at the Feast of Dedication (John 10:22–39)
· At the Feast of Dedication, the Jews challenged Jesus about whether He was the Christ.  He responded by saying He was one with the Father and that they should believe His miracles even if they did not believe Him.

1. In verses 28 and 29, Jesus spoke of how no one could snatch His sheep from His hand or His Father’s.  What does this mean?
2. This passage reminds us again of how difficult it was (and is) for many to accept Jesus’ divinity because of His humble incarnation as a man.  In verse 38, do you think Jesus is saying that we ought to believe in Him because of His miracles alone?
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