SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #26


I. Bible References

Matthew 8:18–22; 11:20–30; 19:1–2

Mark 10:1

Luke 9:51–10:42

John 10:40–42

II. Preface


This lesson covers various events in Jesus’ ministry.  There may be no unique theme that ties these events together or separates this lesson from the others; however, we should make note that the time for Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross and His victory in the resurrection is coming near.  The writers of the gospels spent more time on these last days of His earthly ministry than on any other parts of His life.  It is worth our time to take a close look at what the Holy Spirit prompted them to record.

III. Outline

A. Jesus Withdraws Across the Jordan (John 10:40–42)
· Jesus crossed back over the Jordan River and was free from the hostility of the Pharisees for awhile.

1. Has anyone ever helped you to come to Jesus?  Have you ever pointed someone else to Jesus?  Was that a miracle?

B. Jesus Sets Out for Jerusalem (Matthew 19:1–2; Mark 10:1; Luke 9:51–56)
· Jesus knew the time for His sacrifice was coming, so He started on His way from Galilee to Jerusalem.  But He faced hostility from a Samaritan village along the way.

1. Why did these Samaritans reject Jesus?

2. Who might these Samaritans represent in your life?  What does going to Jerusalem represent to you?

3. Have you ever been like these Samaritans to someone else?

C. The Cost of Following Jesus (Matthew 8:18–22; Luke 9:57–62)
· Some people expressed their desire to be followers of Jesus, but He challenged their assumptions of what that meant.

1. Is it easy to be a follower of Jesus?  According to these verses, what are some of the costs?

2. Have you ever chosen to sacrifice family for Jesus?  Is that even the correct way to think of what He said?

3. What do you think Jesus is trying to tell you in these verses?

D. Seventy-two Are Sent Out (Matthew 11:20–24; Luke 10:1–20)
· Jesus sent seventy-two disciples in pairs ahead of Him to prepare the way by preaching about the nearness of the kingdom of God and by healing the sick.

1. In your own words, why did Jesus send out the disciples?  What authority did He give to them?

2. Does He do anything like this today?  If so, how?

E. Jesus Praises the Father (Matthew 11:25–30; Luke 10:21–24)
· Jesus, being full of joy in the Spirit, praised God the Father.

1. In your own words, why did Jesus praise the Father?

2. Who are the little children?  Is this literal?

3. Honestly, would you rather be wise and learned or a little child?  Why?  Do you need to change your attitude?  How?

F. The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25–37)
· In answer to the challenging question of an expert in the law, Jesus told this famous parable of the good Samaritan.

1. Which one of the travelers stopped to help the man who was robbed?  Why do you think he stopped but not the others?

2. What is the lesson Jesus is teaching in this parable?

3. Describe an instance when you have been a “good Samaritan.”  What are some ways you can be one?  Have you ever prayed about this?

G. Choosing What Is Better (Luke 10:38–42)
· Jesus visited Martha and Mary and admonished Martha when she complained to Him about Mary.

1. What did Mary choose that was better?

2. Is there anything wrong with what Martha was doing?

3. Are you more like Mary, Martha, or neither of the two?

IV. Notes

A. It may be worth remembering that John’s message was one of repentance.  This paved the way for the work of Jesus.  This may be seen as a pattern in the lives of Christians too.

B. See also John 4:9, 20.  Where to worship the Father was a point of sharp dispute between the Samaritans and the Jews.  There were also other enmities between these two groups.  From time to time Jesus discriminated against the Samaritans as well (e.g., Matthew 10:5).

C. In His response to the first man, consider that Jesus is the One through whom all things are created and yet He was in worse shape (so to speak) than a fox or a bird.  For the other men, note that some believe the phrases “bury my father” and “say good-by to my family” are not to be taken literally but actually describe an extended period of time of waiting for family affairs to be resolved.  Consider how Jesus responded to them.  Many believe that Jesus was here speaking of being spiritually dead.

D. Note that Jesus sent the disciples only to places where He was going to go (not to all villages as before) and that they were to pray as they went (Luke 10:2).  Verse 20 is also a good one to point out since here Jesus puts their experience into perspective.

E. It may be good to consider why God chooses what He does.  We would think that wise teachers would be the best to let the world know about Jesus and all that His coming means, but God has done things differently.

F. The first question asked by the lawyer (and of course Jesus’ answer) is a good one to consider as well.

G. Although not directly related to the lesson of this story, it may be worth noting the geographic location of Bethany being so close to Jerusalem.  It was probably dangerous for Jesus to be there and for Martha and Mary to be visiting with Him.  John 11:5 gives the impression that this family was particularly loved by Jesus.

V. Note to Group Leaders


Group leaders should pray about which sections to focus on.  It may be difficult (and not very effective) to cover all seven, so you may need to prioritize and manage the time very carefully — under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  You may also wish to modify this outline to better suit your particular group.
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