SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #27


I. Bible References

Luke 11:1–13; 11:37–13:9

II. Preface


As Jesus heads towards Jerusalem and the cross, He continues to teach and admonish those around Him.  He instructs His disciples on how they should pray.  He rebukes the Pharisees and the teachers of the law for their hypocrisy.  He teaches the crowds about what the focus of their priorities should be.  And He also warns the disciples to be watchful and faithful so that they can be well prepared for His return.

III. Outline

A. Another Lesson on Prayer (Luke 11:1–13)
· Jesus taught the disciples how to pray by giving them a model prayer.  He also used two parables — one about a persistent friend and one about a father — to teach them about the heavenly Father and how He responds to those who pray.

1. How does your view of prayer compare with the scenarios in the two parables?  What can we learn about the Father from these parables?

2. The prayer in verses 2 to 4 is similar to the one in Matthew 6:9–15 that we read in an earlier lesson.  Has what you learned previously changed the way you pray?  If so, how?

3. What aspects of what Jesus taught can you apply in your prayer life this week?

B. Six Woes (Luke 11:37–54)
· Jesus admonished the Pharisees and the experts in the law for their superficiality and hypocrisy.

1. What are the six woes?  What is the common theme between them?

2. What was the root problem of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law?  How did they respond to Jesus’ comments?

3. Can we relate to these woes?  Has Jesus ever corrected you in this way?

C. Hypocrisy, Greed, and Worry (Luke 12:1–34)
· Jesus spoke to a large crowd, warning them against hypocrisy, greed, and worry, and teaching them to fear God and put Him first.

1. What is the yeast of the Pharisees that Jesus mentioned, and how does it relate to the revealing of what is hidden (vv.1–3)?

2. In the parable of the rich fool (vv. 13–21), Jesus warned against greed and selfishness.  What are your short-term and long-term goals, and how do they compare with that of the rich man?  

3. Jesus told His disciples to consider the ravens and the lilies.  What can we learn from them?

D. Be Watchful and Interpret the Times (Luke 12:35–59)
· Jesus wants us to be ready for His return.  He used two parables about a master and his servants to teach His disciples how to prepare.

1. More is expected from a servant who knows the master’s will than from one who does not.  More is expected from one who has been given much than from one who has been given little.  How have you been handling what the Lord has entrusted to you?

2. Why did Jesus talk about reconciliation (v. 58) right after He talked about division (vv. 51–53)?

3. Think about this:  If Jesus was to come back today, would you be ready?  If not, what do you need to do to be ready?

E. Repent or Perish (Luke 13:1–9)
· Jesus tells us that those who do not repent will all have the same fate regardless of what they have done.  However, God in His mercy gives them more time.

1. Some Israelites believed that calamities were a judgment from God based on people’s sins (vv.1–5).  How did Jesus respond to this?

2. What is the repentance Jesus was referring to?  Do we only repent once or is it ongoing?

3. In the parable of the fig tree (vv. 6–8), who is the owner of the vineyard and who is the caretaker?  How does this parable apply to us?
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