SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #28


I. Bible Reference

Luke 13:10–14:35

II. Preface

In this lesson, we see Jesus teaching the crowds the way to receive salvation and to enter the kingdom of God.  We do not receive salvation in order to attain a certain lifestyle to help us feel holy, but rather, we are submitting ourselves to the true authority in the universe, who is beyond all religious rituals, and consecrating ourselves for a life with Him in eternity.

Jesus has longed to gather us “as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings” (Luke 13:34) so that we may return to God.  However, many times we have simply rejected His love for us.  This lesson leads us to ask ourselves once again:  Are we willing to give up everything to come to Him and to follow Him?

III. Outline

A. Jesus Heals on the Sabbath (Luke 13:10–17; 14:1–6)
· On two separate occasions, Jesus healed on the Sabbath while being carefully watched by His opponents.  On the first, He healed a woman crippled for eighteen years, and on the second, He healed a man with dropsy.  Jesus pointed out the hypocrisy of those who did not permit healing on the Sabbath, and He established His authority over the law.

1. What faults were the Pharisees and experts in the law trying to find in Jesus?

2. What were Jesus’ arguments for healing on the Sabbath?  How had the Pharisees distorted the law?

3. This section serves as a good reminder for us in terms of spiritual priorities.  How can we avoid practicing religious rituals over offering true worship to the Lord?

B. The Kingdom of God (Luke 13:18–30)
· Jesus taught about the kingdom of God and the way to enter in.

1. What is the “narrow door” (v. 24) referring to?  Where does it lead?

2. What is Jesus teaching us regarding our attitudes toward pursuing God’s kingdom?  Will it ever be too late to enter through the door?

C. Jesus’ Sorrow for Jerusalem (Luke 13:31–35)
· Some Pharisees came and told Jesus to leave, but He stated His resolve to complete His earthly mission.  He also showed His longing for Jerusalem and mourned her condition.

1. Why did the Pharisees tell Jesus to leave?

2. What was Jesus’ response?  What does His response tell us about His authority?

3. Do you allow Jesus to reign over your daily life?

D. The Place of Honor (Luke 14:7–14)
· Jesus taught about humility by telling a parable about taking the place of honor at a wedding feast.  He also taught about what it means to be truly generous.

1. Why did Jesus tell this parable to the guests?

2. What is Jesus trying to teach us in verses 12 to 14?  What is a practical way you can apply this lesson?

E. The Great Banquet (Luke 14:15–24)
· Jesus gave a parable of a banquet in comparison to the kingdom of God.

1. How does the banquet represent the kingdom of God?  (Hint:  What are some things you can think of that happen at a banquet.)

2. Similar to many invitations we might receive in our daily lives, is there a right time and attitude for our response to the banquet invitation?

F. The Cost of Being a Disciple (Luke 14:25–35)
· Jesus again taught about what it would take to be His disciple.

1. What is the cost of being Jesus’ disciple?  List three things that Jesus said we would need to do.

2. This section serves as a good reminder for us to renew our walk with the Lord.  What is something you need to give up to follow Jesus today?
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