SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #29


I. Bible References

Luke 15:1–17:10

John 11:1–44

II. Preface


In this lesson, Jesus uses more parables to teach the crowds and His disciples.  He describes how joyful an occasion it is when one sinner repents.  He talks about different admirable qualities that we should desire.  He also raises Lazarus from the dead in order that the glory of God may be seen and to show that He is indeed the resurrection and the life.

III. Outline

A. The Lost Sheep, Lost Coin, and Lost Son (Luke 15:1–32)
· Jesus told three parables that progressively show the limitless love of God.

1. What is the common theme in these three parables?  How does each of them end?

2. List some of God’s characteristics that are shown in these parables.

3. Of the two sons, which one is truly lost?  How do you compare relative to the two of them?

4. Is it always as easy for us to recognize our true condition as it was for the prodigal son when he was feeding the pigs?

B. The Shrewd Manager (Luke 16:1–13)
· Jesus used a parable about a manager who acted shrewdly to teach His disciples about how to handle wealth.

1. Why was this parable directed towards the disciples?

2. What lessons should be learned from the shrewd manager’s actions?  Are we to be shrewd?  If so, what does that mean?

C. The Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:14–31)
· Jesus used the story of the rich man and Lazarus to tell the Pharisees that what is valuable in man’s sight is detestable in God’s sight.

1. What did the rich man do to deserve eternity in hell?

2. Would some supernatural event change how we live our lives?  Or would it be like Abraham says, “If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead” (v. 31).

3. Sometimes we may feel capable of serving two masters, but Jesus clearly says we cannot (v. 13).  What does it mean to “serve” a master?  Why is it not possible to serve more than one?

D. Faith and Service (Luke 17:1–10)
· Jesus taught His disciples about sin, faith, and being a servant.

1. Why are sin, faith, and duty combined in this section?  How do these three things connect to each other?

2. As servants of God, do we expect praise or do we say, “We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty” (v. 10).  How do we reach this mindset?  (Hint:  Faith.)

E. Lazarus Raised from Death (John 11:1–44)
· Lazarus died.  Jesus wept.  Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.

1. How was Lazarus related to Jesus?

2. When Jesus heard that Lazarus was sick, He did not go to see him immediately.  Why did Jesus stay where He was two more days before going to see Lazarus?

3. What does Jesus’ comment in verse 9 mean?

4. Why did Jesus weep even though He knew He would raise Lazarus from the dead?

5. What do we learn about Jesus from this passage?  How can this help us when we face difficult or even impossible circumstances?
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