SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #30


I. Bible References

Matthew 19:3–15

Mark 10:2–16

Luke 17:11–18:17

John 11:45–57

II. Preface


In the previous lesson, we saw Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead.  In this lesson, we find out the different reactions of those who witnessed or heard about this miracle.  Also, Jesus continues to heal people and He teaches about His second coming, prayer, humility, marriage and divorce, and the kingdom of God.  From this lesson, we are reminded of what our attitude should be toward God and toward others.  We ought to lay down our lives as we live in these end times so that we may preserve them in God’s kingdom.

III. Outline

A. The Plot to Kill Jesus (John 11:45–57)
· After hearing that Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered together and plotted to kill Jesus.

1. Why did the council want to kill Jesus?

2. Discuss Caiaphas the high priest’s rationale that it is better “that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish” (vv. 49–50).  Do you agree with this rationale?

B. Ten Lepers Are Healed (Luke 17:11–19)
· While Jesus was traveling, He met ten men with leprosy who asked for pity.  All ten were healed, but only one returned to thank Him.

1. Compare the characteristics of the man who returned with those of the other nine.

2. Is there a difference between the lepers being healed (by showing themselves to the priest in verse 14) and Jesus saying, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well” (v. 19)?

3. How does this account teach us to ask for healing?

C. About Jesus’ Second Coming (Luke 17:20–37)
· Jesus compared the days of the Son of Man (His second coming) with the days of Noah and the days of Lot.

1. What are some similarities and differences between the coming of the Son of Man and the days of Noah and Lot?

2. What is the significance of the days of the Son of Man?  Are we living in this time now?  If so, how can we better prepare ourselves for Jesus’ return?

D. The Persistent Widow (Luke 18:1–8)
· Jesus taught His disciples to be persistent in prayer by telling them a parable about a widow who repeatedly sought justice from a judge.  Even though the judge did not fear God or care about men, he eventually granted her plea because of her persistence.

1. What important quality is Jesus saying we need to have when we pray?

2. Share about a time when God answered your prayers only after you have been persistent.

E. The Pharisee and the Tax Collector (Luke 18:9–14)
· Jesus used a parable about a Pharisee and a tax collector to teach the self-righteous about who would be humbled and who would be exalted.

1. What are the differences between the Pharisee and the tax collector in their approach in prayer?

2. What characteristics of these two men can we identify with?

F. Marriage and Divorce (Matthew 19:3–12; Mark 10:2–12)
· Some Pharisees tested Jesus by asking Him if it was lawful for a man to divorce his wife.  Jesus answered by explaining to them God’s design for marriage and when divorce would be permissible.

1. What is the apparent contradiction on divorce that the Pharisees brought up?  (See Deuteronomy 24:1–4.)

2. How does our society’s view of marriage and divorce compare with God’s view?  How does your view compare?

G. Little Children and Jesus (Matthew 19:13–15; Mark 10:13–16; Luke 18:15–17)
· The disciples rebuked the people who were bringing little children to Jesus, but Jesus welcomed the children and said that the kingdom of God belonged to them.

1. Is Jesus saying adults cannot go to heaven?  Referring back to Luke 17:21, what does it mean that “the kingdom of God is within you”?

2. Read Matthew 18:2–5.  Why do you think the disciples forgot what they were taught previously?  Do we sometimes need a reminder on this teaching?
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