SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #31


I. Bible References

Matthew 19:16–20:28

Mark 10:17–45

Luke 18:18–34

II. Preface


Jesus continues to challenge our preconceived ideas about salvation and greatness.  Through a rich man, a parable, and the disciples, Jesus shows us that salvation is precious and the same for all.  We learn that many who are first shall be last and many who are last shall be first.  We are also reminded again that the way to greatness is servanthood.

III. Outline

A. The Rich Young Ruler (Matthew 19:16–30; Mark 10:17–31; Luke 18:18–30)
· A rich young ruler sought after eternal life from Jesus, who responded by giving him a very difficult requirement.

1. The rich man called Jesus, “Good teacher.”  What was Jesus’ response, and what did He mean by it?

2. How many of the Ten Commandments did Jesus mention (see Exodus 20:3–17)?  Why do you think He only listed these ones in talking to this man?

3. Why did Jesus instruct the man to sell his possessions instead of asking him to just believe?  Isn’t that how we are saved?  What was Jesus looking for from the man?

4. What was the man’s reaction to Jesus’ instructions?  Why is it hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God?

B. Workers in the Vineyard (Matthew 20:1–16)
· Jesus told a parable about some workers and their wages.  The landowner paid all the workers the same amount even though they did not all work the same number of hours.  Jesus ended by saying, “The last will be first, and the first will be last” (v. 16).

1. What are the third, sixth, ninth, and eleventh hours?

2. Who is the landowner and who are the laborers?  What is the marketplace and what is the vineyard?  How does this parable relate to the kingdom of heaven?

3. Was the landowner being unfair?  Why or why not?

C. Jesus Predicts His Death a Third Time (Matthew 20:17–19; Mark 10:32–34; Luke 18:31–34)
· On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus told His disciples what was about to happen to Him.

1. What did Jesus say would happen?  When and where would it take place?

2. Did the disciples understand what Jesus was saying?  How does this apply to us as we follow Him?  Assuming we know where God is leading us, is it okay to not understand why?  Is it okay to be afraid?  How can we follow in these conditions?

D. Desiring to Become Great (Matthew 20:20–28; Mark 10:35–45)
· Two of the disciples, James and John, wanted Jesus to grant them positions of honor in heaven.  The other disciples were indignant when they heard about this.  Jesus instructed all of them to have a servant’s heart.

1. What do the cup and the baptism represent (Mark 10:38–39)?

2. Review:  How did the Pharisees attempt to be great?  How did James and John?  How did Jesus say we become great?

3. What are two things you can do this coming week to be a servant?  It helps to write them down.
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