SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #32


I. Bible References

Matthew 20:29–21:11; 26:6–13

Mark 10:46–11:11; 14:3–9

Luke 18:35–19:40

John 12:1–19

II. Preface


In this lesson, Jesus heals the blind, brings salvation to the family of a tax collector, and teaches the people using another parable as He moves closer and closer to Jerusalem.  Seeing all the miracles Jesus performed, the Pharisees plot to kill not only Him but even Lazarus whom He raised from the dead.  Before Jesus enters Jerusalem, Mary anoints Him with costly perfume for His burial.  We see His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, which begins the last week before His crucifixion.

III. Outline

A. Bartimaeus Receives Sight (Matthew 20:29–34; Mark 10:46–52; Luke 18:35–43)
· Outside of Jericho, a blind man named Bartimaeus received sight after shouting to Jesus for mercy.  (Note:  Matthew’s account says there were two blind men.)

1. What was the crowd’s response when Bartimaeus yelled out to Jesus for mercy?  Why do you think the crowd responded like that?  What was Bartimaeus’ response to what the crowd told him?

2. What lessons can we learn from Bartimaeus?  Jesus said to him, “Your faith has healed you.”  How did he show faith?

B. Zacchaeus Is Saved (Luke 19:1–10)
· After climbing a tree, Zacchaeus, a wealthy chief tax collector, was called by Jesus.  Zacchaeus was saved later that day.

1. Why was Zacchaeus on a tree?  What was he hoping to do there?  What did Jesus ask of Zacchaeus when He saw him?  What was Zacchaeus’ response?

2. Why do you think Zacchaeus so willingly accepted Jesus’ request?  Do you think it was easy for Zacchaeus to give up half of his possessions and to repay four times the amount he had cheated anyone?

3. Jesus said to Zacchaeus, “Today salvation has come to this house,” after Zacchaeus said he would give up half of his possessions.  Does salvation require good deeds?  If not, what do verses 9 and 10 mean?

4. What lessons can we learn from Zacchaeus?  Are we willing to receive Jesus if He calls us today?

C. The Ten Minas (Luke 19:11–27)
· Jesus told a parable about a master who gave ten minas to ten of his servants.

1. In verse 11, what were the people hoping to see?

2. Who do you think the characters in the parable represent:  the nobleman who became a king, the servants who were given ten minas, and the subjects who did not want the nobleman to be their king?  Why did the subjects not want this man as their king?

3. What is Jesus telling us in this parable?  How does the parable respond to what people were thinking in verse 11?

4. Are we going to be the servant that gained ten minas?  Or the one that gained five?  Or are we going to hide the mina and let it go to waste?  How can we be the one that gained ten?

D. Mary Anoints Jesus (Matthew 26:6–13; Mark 14:3–9; John 12:1–8)
· Mary poured very costly perfume on Jesus to prepare Him for burial.

1. To many who saw it, especially Judas, this act of pouring out the costly perfume was foolishness.  Yet in the eyes of the Lord, it was a beautiful thing.  Have you ever thought that the way someone was serving the Lord was foolish just because it was different?  How can we prevent that kind of mindset?

2. What lessons can we learn from Mary?

E. The Plot to Kill Lazarus (John 12:9–11)
· In a recent lesson, we saw the chief priests and Pharisees plotting to kill Jesus after He had raised Lazarus from the dead.  Now the chief priests wanted to kill Lazarus as well.

1. Why did the chief priests want to kill Lazarus?

2. Many people were willing to believe in Jesus because of His miracles, yet the chief priests and the Pharisees were not willing because their hearts were so hardened.  How can we keep our hearts from being hardened?

F. The Triumphal Entry (Matthew 21:1–11; Mark 11:1–11; Luke 19:28–40; John 12:12–19)
· Jesus entered Jerusalem the Sunday before Passover, seated on a donkey and being glorified by the people.

1. Is being seated on a donkey the way a king enters a city?  What does this tell us about Jesus?

2. Why do you think Jesus was sitting on a donkey when He entered Jerusalem, aside from fulfilling the prophecy?  Why were people cutting palm branches and putting their cloaks on the road?
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